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Senate were held in closed session until 
8:01 p.m., at which time the following 
occurred:) 

OPEN SESSION 

(At 8:01 p.m., the doors of the Cham-
ber were opened and the Senate re-
sumed proceedings in open session.)

Mr. LOTT. Mr. Chief Justice, I now 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate return to open session. 

The CHIEF JUSTICE. In the absence 
of an objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 1 P.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. Chief Justice, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in adjournment as under the pre-
vious order. 

There being no objection, at 8:02 
p.m., the Senate, sitting as a Court of 
Impeachment, adjourned until Wednes-
day, January 27, 1999, at 1 p.m. 

(Under a previous order, the fol-
lowing material was submitted at the 
desk during today’s session.)

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
SMITH of Oregon): 

S. 307. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate the budget 
neutrality adjustment factor used in calcu-
lating the blended capitation rate for Medi-
care + Choice organizations; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. COVERDELL (for himself, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. TORRICELLI, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. CLELAND): 

S. 308. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a 2- month ex-
tension for the due date for filing a tax re-
turn for any member of a uniformed service 
on a tour of duty outside the United States 
for a period which includes the normal due 
date for such a filing; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 
THURMOND): 

S. 309. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that a member 
of the uniformed services shall be treated as 

using a principal residence while away from 
home on qualified official extended duty in 
determining the exclusion of gain from the 
sale of such residence; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. COVERDELL (for himself and 
Mr. CLELAND): 

S. 310. A bill provide for a Dekalb-Peach-
tree Airport buyout initiative; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. 
COVERDELL, Mr. CLELAND, and Mr. 
KERREY): 

S. 311. A bill to authorize the Disabled Vet-
erans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation to estab-
lish a memorial in the District of Columbia 
or its environs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. 
COVERDELL, and Mr. HAGEL): 

S. 312. A bill to require certain entities 
that operate homeless shelters to identify 
and provide certain counseling to homeless 
veterans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself and 
Mr. BAUCUS): 

S. Con. Res. 4. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that assist-
ance to South Korea should be conditioned 
on South Korea’s compliance with its inter-
national trade commitments and on South 
Korea’s termination of its unfair trade prac-
tices and subsidies; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and 
Mr. SMITH of Oregon): 

S. 307. A bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to eliminate 
the budget neutrality adjustment fac-
tor used in calculating the blended 
capitation rate for Medicare+Choice 
organizations; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 
MEDICARE+CHOICE PAYMENT EQUITY ACT OF 1999

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, my col-
league from Oregon Senator GORDON 
SMITH, and I are introducing this legis-
lation today to correct an inequity in 
the payment formula for 
Medicare+Choice plans. In states like 
Oregon, with historically low cost 
health care systems, these inequities 
leave many Medicare beneficiaries with 
few or no choices in their health care 
services. 

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 con-
tained a promise to provide seniors 
with more choices, but that promise 
has gone unfulfilled because of these 
inequities. 

The legislation that Senator SMITH 
and I are introducing today will fulfill 
that promise by fully funding what is 
known as the ‘‘blend’’ portion of the 

formula used to determine payment 
rates. The legislation brings parity to 
areas that have been historically effi-
cient in delivering health care services. 
Under the current system, the Medi-
care payment formula has not re-
warded these areas for their efficiency 
and low costs. As a result, beneficiaries 
in these areas have not received the 
range of benefits available in areas 
with less efficient and more costly 
health care systems. 

This legislation also assures bene-
ficiaries will no longer be penalized be-
cause they live in a rural or low-cost 
area. We must assure that seniors liv-
ing in Oregon and other low cost areas 
receive the full promise of 
Medicare+Choice. 

With managed care playing a larger 
role in Medicare, this bill is needed 
now more than ever. Nearly 100 plans 
elected to drop out of the Medicare 
program for 1999. Many of those plans 
served seniors in low cost and rural 
areas, leaving too many beneficiaries 
not only without choice but also out in 
the cold. Other managed care plans 
made benefit changes that limit the 
promise we all had hoped would occur 
through Medicare+Choice. 

We need to make sure that all seniors 
are included in the Medicare+Choice 
promise and that managed care plans 
in Oregon, Iowa and other low-cost 
areas are no longer penalized because 
of their historic efficiency. Senator 
SMITH and I urge our colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

I would like to thank Senator SMITH 
and his staff for their assistance, and 
ask unanimous consent that a copy of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows:

S. 307
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the 
‘‘Medicare+Choice Payment Equity Act of 
1999’’. 
SEC. 2. ELIMINATION OF BUDGET NEUTRALITY 

ADJUSTMENT FACTOR IN CALCU-
LATING THE BLENDED CAPITATION 
RATE FOR MEDICARE+CHOICE OR-
GANIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1853(c) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–23(c)) is 
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking the 
comma at the end of clause (ii) and all that 
follows before the period at the end; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (5) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (6) and (7) as paragraphs 
(5) and (6) respectively. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Part C of 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395w–21 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 1853(c)—
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A) of paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(6)(C) and 
(7)’’ and inserting ‘‘(5)(C) and (6)’’; and 

(B) in paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and (3)(A)(i), by 
striking ‘‘(6)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘(5)(A)’’; and 

(2) in subsections (b)(3)(B)(ii) and (c)(3) of 
section 1859, by striking ‘‘1853(c)(6)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘1853(c)(5)’’. 
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