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once noted, a city of Southern efficiency and
Northern charm. But it was also at least
then, a place where dreams could be fash-
ioned into reality. Being an intensely polit-
ical city, dreams, as always, had to be fash-
ioned by reality. And it was in this art of po-
litical compromise where Clark Clifford
flourished. He was known as the consum-
mate Washington insider. Quite often the
term was used in the pejorative sense. It
should not have been. If you believe as he did
in what George Orwell meant when he wrote
that in the end everything is political, it
should be a cause for celebration rather than
lamentation that he played the role, for if he
had not played this role who else of his gen-
eration could have played it quite so well, es-
pecially when the time came to tell a Presi-
dent of the United States, who was also a
very old friend, that the national interests of
this nation could no longer be served by our
continuing involvement in Vietnam?

We know of his public triumphs. Some of
use also know of his personal kindnesses.
Many years ago, at a very bleak period in
both my personal and professional life—you
know in this city it is bleak when your
phone calls are not returned by people you
have known for years—there were two indi-
viduals in this city who faithfully returned
my calls. One was Ben Bradlee. The other
was Clark Clifford. When Clark first invited
me to his office during this bleak period to
offer encouragement and guidance, he closed
the door, took no phone calls, sat behind his
desk, his hands forming the legendary stee-
ple and listened and advised. On that first
visit to his office I looked down on his desk
where there appeared to be at least fifty
messages, topped by what seemed to be inau-
gural medallions. I thought to myself on
that first visit that Clark Clifford had put
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the world on hold just to listen to me. But
the third time I came to his office, it oc-
curred to me that it was just possible those
messages had been there for twenty years.

Clark Clifford’s final years were not what
he would have wished for himself nor what
his friends would have wished for him and for
his family. They seemed to echo the first
lines in Chapter Nine of Henry Adam’s novel
‘“Democracy,” perhaps the best novel ever
written about this city. The lines are:
“Whenever a man reaches to the top of the
political ladder, his enemies unite to pull
him down. His friends become critical and
exacting.” On this occasion, I cannot speak
of this enemies, but I can say that his friends
will not be critical or exacting. We will
think, instead, of Othello’s words just before
he dies:

““Soft you; a word or two before you go.

I have done the state some service, and
they know it—

‘““No more of that. I pray you, in your let-
ters,

“When you shall these unlucky deeds re-
late.

‘““‘Speak of me as I am; nothing extenuate.

‘““Nor set down aught in malice.”

We who loved Clark Clifford will do that
and more. We will say now and henceforth:
Clark Clifford did the state some service and
we know it.e

———
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Executive nominations received by
the Secretary of the Senate January
26, 1999, under authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 1999:
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THE JUDICIARY

MARSHA L. BERZON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE
JOHN T. NOONAN, JR., RETIRED.

LEGROME D. DAVIS, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF PENNSYLVANIA, VICE EDMUND V. LUDWIG, RETIRED.

BARBARA DURHAM, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE
BETTY BINNS FLETCHER, RETIRED.

TIMOTHY B. DYK, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE FEDERAL
CIRCUIT, VICE GLENN L. ARCHER, JR., RETIRED.

KEITH P. ELLISON, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
TEXAS, VICE NORMAN W. BLACK, RETIRED.

GARY ALLEN FEESS, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA, VICE JAMES M. IDEMAN, RETIRED.

BARRY P. GOODE, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE
CHARLES E. WIGGINS, RETIRED.

RONALD M. GOULD, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE
ROBERT R. BEEZER, RETIRED.

WILLIAM J. HIBBLER, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS, VICE JAMES H. ALESIA, RETIRED.

MATTHEW F. KENNELLY, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS, VICE PAUL E. PLUNKETT, RETIRED.

LYNETTE NORTON, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT
OF PENNSYLVANIA, VICE MAURICE B. COHILL, JR., RE-
TIRED.

RICHARD A. PAEZ, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE
CECIL F. POOLE, RESIGNED.

VIRGINIA A. PHILLIPS, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA, VICE WILLIAM M. BYRNE, JR., RETIRED.

STEFAN R. UNDERHILL, OF CONNECTICUT, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF
CONNECTICUT, VICE PETER C. DORSEY, RETIRED.

T. JOHN WARD, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS,
VICE WILLIAM WAYNE JUSTICE, RETIRED.

HELENE N. WHITE, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT, VICE
DAMON J. KEITH, RETIRED.

RONNIE L. WHITE, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MIS-
SOURI, VICE GEORGE F. GUNN, JR., RETIRED.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T19:11:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




