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Whereas promoting responsible fatherhood 

is not meant to diminish the parenting ef-
forts of single mothers, but rather to in-
crease the chances that children will have 2 
caring parents to help them grow up healthy 
and secure; 

Whereas many of this country’s leading ex-
perts on family and child development agree 
that it is in the best interest of both children 
and the United States to encourage more 2- 
parent, father-involved families to form and 
endure; 

Whereas in 1994, the National Fatherhood 
Initiative was formed to further the goal of 
raising societal awareness about the rami-
fications of father absence and father dis-
engagement by mobilizing a national re-
sponse to father absence; 

Whereas the Congressional Task Force on 
Fatherhood Promotion and the Senate Task 
Force on Fatherhood Promotion that were 
formed in 1997, the Governors’ Task Force on 
Fatherhood Promotion of 1998, and the May-
or’s Task Force on Fatherhood Promotion of 
1999 were created to work in partnership 
with the National Fatherhood Initiative; 

Whereas on June 14, 1999, the National Fa-
therhood Initiative is holding a national 
summit on supporting urban fathers in 
Washington, D.C., to mobilize a response to 
father absence by many powerful sectors of 
society, including public policy, social serv-
ices, educational, religious, entertainment, 
media, and civic groups; and 

Whereas those groups are working across 
party, ideological, racial, and gender lines in 
order to reverse the trend of father absence 
and disengagement by encouraging and sup-
porting responsible fatherhood and greater 
father involvement in children’s lives: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that the creation of a better 

United States requires the active involve-
ment of fathers in the rearing and develop-
ment of their children; 

(2) urges each father in the United States 
to accept his full share of responsibility for 
the lives of his children, to be actively in-
volved in rearing his children, and to encour-
age the emotional, academic, moral, and 
spiritual development of his children; 

(3) urges the States to hold fathers who ig-
nore their legal responsibilities accountable 
for their actions and to pursue more aggres-
sive enforcement of child support obliga-
tions; 

(4) encourages each father to devote time, 
energy, and resources to his children, recog-
nizing that children need not only material 
support, but also, more importantly, a se-
cure, affectionate, family environment; 

(5) urges governments and institutions at 
every level to remove barriers to father in-
volvement and enact public policies that en-
courage and support the efforts of fathers 
who do want to become more engaged in the 
lives of their children; 

(6) to demonstrate the commitment of the 
Senate to those critically important goals, 
designates June 20, 1999, as ‘‘National Fa-
ther’s Return Day’’; 

(7) calls on fathers around the country to 
use the day to reconnect and rededicate 
themselves to their children’s lives, to spend 
National Father’s Return Day with their 
children, and to express their love and sup-
port for them; and 

(8) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe ‘‘National Father’s 
Return Day’’ with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 21, 
1999 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 12 noon on 
Monday, June 21. I further ask unani-
mous consent that on Monday, imme-
diately following the prayer, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date, 
the morning hour be deemed to have 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then proceed to a pe-
riod for morning business for 1 hour, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each, with the fol-
lowing exceptions: Senator VOINOVICH, 
30 minutes; Senator DURBIN, or his des-
ignee, 30 minutes; Senator ROBERTS, 15 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GORTON. I further ask unani-
mous consent that following morning 
business, the Senate begin consider-
ation of S. 1233, the agricultural appro-
priations bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, for the 
information of all Senators, on Mon-
day, the Senate will convene at 12 noon 
and be in a period for morning business 
until 1 p.m. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will immediately pro-
ceed to the agriculture appropriations 
bill, with amendments expected to be 
offered. Also, amendments to the State 
Department authorization bill could be 
debated on Monday in an attempt to 
complete action on that legislation. 
Therefore, Senators can expect mul-
tiple votes on Monday at 5:30 p.m. on 
amendments to the agriculture appro-
priations bill and/or the State Depart-
ment authorization bill. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator DURBIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GORTON. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded and that 
I be recognized in morning business for 
15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator is recognized. 
f 

GUN CONTROL 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, during 
the course of this week we have come 
to the Senate floor many times to dis-
cuss pending legislation of great im-
portance to families across America. 

Last night—I guess this morning, in 
the early morning hours—the House of 
Representatives failed to pass the gun 
control legislation which the Senate 
enacted 3 weeks ago. 

You may remember that Vice Presi-
dent GORE came to the floor, cast the 
deciding vote, broke the tie, and we 
passed a bill which would try to close 
the loopholes for the sales of firearms 
at so-called gun shows, trying to find a 
way—any way we can—to reduce the 
likelihood that guns will get into the 
hands of children and criminals. 

America’s heart was broken by 
Littleton, CO. Families across Amer-
ica, who may have heard these numb-
ing statistics about 13 children a day 
dying, finally realized it could happen 
there—it could happen in Littleton, 
CO, in Conyers, GA, in Jonesboro, AR, 
in Pearl, MS, West Paducah, KY, 
Springfield, OR, or in Springfield, IL, 
my hometown. It could happen any-
where. 

Guns are just too easy to come by in 
America. Troubled kids, who are al-
ways a problem, become tragedies 
when they take these guns into the 
classrooms, killing their classmates 
and teachers. 

So we passed legislation, good legis-
lation, bipartisan legislation, and sent 
it to the House of Representatives. 
Frankly, they decided, because of the 
political heat that might be generated, 
to call for a vote in the middle of the 
night, at 1:15 in the morning, to ask 
the House of Representatives to go on 
the Record, because the leadership in 
the House thought Americans would 
not notice it if it happened in the mid-
dle of the night. The National Rifle As-
sociation did not think Americans 
would care. They are both wrong. 

America understands what happened 
in the dark of night. There was a shot 
in the dark, and it hit American fami-
lies right where they live—families 
who worry about whether sending their 
kids to school anymore is a safe thing 
to do, families who wonder, when they 
say good-bye to their child in the 
morning, if those are the last words 
they will ever share with their child. 

That is where we are in America. 
That is where gun violence has brought 
us. But this is not a fatal shot on the 
American families. They have, I guess, 
the hope and the confidence that this 
Congress will come to its senses and 
once and for all say no to these gun 
lobbies and yes to safety in our 
schools. 

The big debate in the House was 
whether or not we ought to post the 
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