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Across the Nation, recruiting and re-

training high-quality teachers is be-
coming a major concern. Topping our 
list should be better targeted and more 
effective professional development pro-
grams. It is time we encourage partner-
ships with other school districts, uni-
versities, labor unions, and the busi-
ness communities. 

My colleagues, Mr. DAVIS and Mr. 
ROEMER, who will be speaking with us 
shortly, have introduced legislation to 
give grants to colleges and universities 
to help them train these professionals 
as a second career. This is patterned on 
the very successful ‘‘Troops to Teach-
ers’’ programs, and I recommend 
strongly that we support this legisla-
tion. 
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TIME IS UP FOR MEXICO TO 
RETURN ACCUSED KILLER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MILLER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to update the House on a 
situation of grave concern to me and to 
the constituents in my district. 

It has been 19 months since 13-year-
old Stevie Bellush came home from 
school to find her mother’s body on the 
kitchen floor. 

Sheila Bellush, a young, vibrant 35-
year-old and mother of six, had been 
shot in the face and her throat had 
been slashed. Her 2-year-old quad-
ruplets were crawling in her blood next 
to her body. At that moment, it would 
have seemed inconceivable that the 
drama had only begun as the case 
turned into a national nightmare for 
our Sarasota community. 

An overwhelming trail of evidence 
immediately led to Jose Luis Del Toro, 
who allegedly killed Sheila in a mur-
der-for-hire scheme. Del Toro fled to 
Mexico, where he was arrested on No-
vember 20, 1997, 19 months ago, and he 
remains in Mexican prison. 

Del Toro is a U.S. citizen born and 
raised in Texas. His parents are U.S. 
citizens. Mr. Del Toro is accused of 
driving from San Antonio, Texas, to 
Sarasota, Florida, to commit a murder, 
driving back to San Antonio, and then 
crossing the Mexican border to escape 
justice in this country. He had entered 
Mexico illegally and he was scheduled 
for deportation 2 days after his arrest 
in November of 1997. At the last hour, 
as border patrol agents in Texas were 
awaiting Del Toro’s arrival at the bor-
der to take him into custody, Sarasota 
State attorney, Earl Moreland, re-
ceived a phone call from officials at the 
Department of Justice who informed 
him that Del Toro’s deportation had 
been canceled and that the United 
States will have to file a formal extra-
dition request.
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No reason was given for this change. 

Then the Department of Justice deliv-

ered a startling and dismal message. 
The State Attorney’s office would have 
to waive the death penalty in order to 
obtain Del Toro’s return. It was a dif-
ficult decision, but Mexican demands 
were agreed to in the hope that Del 
Toro would at least return to Florida 
to serve a life sentence. Nineteen 
months later, he has still not returned. 

Tomorrow morning, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. MICA) will hold a 
hearing on this case in the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice, Drug 
Policy and Human Resources of the 
Committee on Government Reform. 
This hearing is another important step 
in keeping the pressure on Mexico to 
return fugitives like Del Toro to the 
United States. Pressure needs to be ap-
plied not only to Mexico but to the ad-
ministration as well to renegotiate our 
extradition treaty with Mexico to pre-
vent other U.S. fugitives from escaping 
justice by merely walking across the 
border. Mexico should not be a haven 
for murderers. This is a case where a 
U.S. citizen was murdered, the accused 
is a U.S. citizen, Mexico has nothing to 
do with the case, and Del Toro should 
be promptly returned to this country 
so justice can be served. I greatly ap-
preciate the gentleman from Florida 
having this hearing tomorrow. 

As the old saying goes, justice de-
layed is justice denied, and I will not 
stand by quietly as justice is denied to 
my congressional district by a foreign 
entity who should have no interest in 
this case. Today’s editorial page in the 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune reads, 
‘‘Time’s Up for Mexico.’’ It begins, 
‘‘The reasons for Mexico to extradite 
murder suspect Jose Luis Del Toro Jr. 
will be the same tomorrow as they 
were a year ago. The only difference is 
that Mexico can no longer cite the need 
for time as its inexcusable refusal to 
send Del Toro to trial in the United 
States.’’ I could not agree more. I am 
here today on the floor of the House to 
say, ‘‘Mexico, your time is up. Send 
back Del Toro.’’

f 

DEBATE ON GUNS AFFECTS THE 
DISTRICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISAKSON). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, last week 
we had a heartbreaking debate on guns. 
Women Members of this body felt this 
debate with particular poignancy. If 
the truth be told, we regard ourselves 
as special guardians of issues that af-
fect women and families, not because 
we are such, we are after all, self-
anointed, but because we choose to be. 
However, I ask you to imagine a bill 
that came from outside, thrown in like 
a piece of dynamite to wipe out all 
your local gun laws, whether you are 
from the West and treasure your right 

to have a gun or whether you are from 
a crowded city and treasure your right 
to ban guns. 

Two amendments came forward that 
would have invaded my district with 
law from this body. We defeated one 
handily, that that simply wiped out 
handgun laws in the District of Colum-
bia. The other, we almost defeated. 
That is the one I want to talk about 
this afternoon, because it is one that is 
of special importance to women and 
children, and that is a bill that would 
have allowed people in the District of 
Columbia to have guns in their home. 

Some Members came up to me and 
said, ‘‘Well, that sounds reasonable to 
me to have a gun in your own home.’’ 
So why should we not impose that on 
the District even though your city 
council has said otherwise and even 
though no Member here would impose 
anything on anybody else’s district. 
Nevertheless, I can understand the sur-
face appeal of a gun in your own home. 

Ask the women in your own district 
why they do not want a gun in their 
own home. No woman in America 
wants a gun in the home and there is a 
very good reason why. The greatest 
cause of death of women is inflicted 
upon them not by rapists in the streets 
but by guns and knives in the hands of 
their own partners in their own homes 
as it is now. Most of them go to the 
hospital, the victim of beatings, often 
severe. Imagine if guns were freely 
available in homes, particularly in 
large cities which have rampant do-
mestic violence rates. 

Most of those who think about guns 
in the home are surely unaware of the 
most tragic statistics of all, and they 
are not the statistics from Columbine. 
They are the statistics that are awe-
somely larger. They are statistics that 
show accidental killings occur rou-
tinely from guns that are simply lying 
in the home, often out of the reach of 
children but found by children whose 
natural curiosity often makes them 
look for guns. Very few guns are used 
the way they are in the movies to 
counter somebody entering through 
the bedroom window and you shoot 
them dead. That is not what happens to 
guns in the home. Look at the statis-
tics and you will know. But in big trou-
bled cities there are other hazards in 
addition. 

The lady who takes care of my handi-
capped daughter when I told her about 
how some people wanted guns in the 
homes gave me I think the best wakeup 
call of all. She said, ‘‘Oh, my God, what 
will happen to these bad teenagers?’’ 
The first she could think of is in her 
high crime neighborhood in southeast 
Washington, the troubled teens would 
be all over the place. She has a hard 
enough time with them now, but if 
they think that everybody is packing a 
gun in her neighborhood, she did not 
know what she would do. I know that 
because I represent this city. I do not 
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