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the leadership of this House pandered 
to the narrow interests of the gun 
lobby and did not even give us the op-
portunity to vote on the bill passed in 
our Senate. Instead, they presented us 
with two separate bills designed to kill 
gun safety measures in this House. 

The American people deserve a better 
Congress than that. They deserve a 
Congress that places more importance 
on human life, more importance on our 
children’s sense of safety in their class-
room, and on the parents’ peace of 
mind, instead of pandering to the 
fringe interests of the gun lobby. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been a Member of 
this House barely more than 6 months. 
When I came here my mission was to 
serve my district and the American 
people and to do everything within my 
power to ensure their safety. Our Con-
stitution and the Congress’ primarily 
focus has always included the protec-
tion of our citizens safety. Last week’s 
vote betrayed that intent, and even 
worse, was a great disservice to the 
American people. 

Several Members on the other side of 
the debate raised concerns about up-
holding the Constitution’s Second 
Amendment, the right to bear arms. Of 
course I and others support upholding 
the Constitution. However, I totally 
disagree with those who contend that 
requiring a 3-day background check on 
firearms buyers at gun shows or that 
requiring child safety locks on all gun 
sales is an infringement on peoples sec-
ond amendment rights. What a bunch 
of horsefeathers. These modest gun 
safety measures do not prevent respon-
sible citizens from owning guns. They 
simply ensure that guns do not end up 
in the hands of criminals likely to pur-
chase them without adequate back-
ground checks and then misuse them. 

Let us look at the known facts. In 
the 5 years the Brady bill has been in 
operation, that is the one that requires 
the 3-business-day waiting period for 
gun purchase, more than 400,000 illegal 
gun sales, two-thirds of which involve 
either convicted felons or people with a 
current felony indictment, were 
blocked. This is clear evidence that 
this law works and we are on the right 
path. 

However, we still have much work to 
do. Vice President GORE recently told 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors in New 
Orleans that a new government study 
show that about two-thirds of all homi-
cides involve the use of a handgun. 
Also, consider that domestic violence 
often turns into homicide in many in-
stances where guns are readily avail-
able, and that law enforcement offi-
cials support gun safety because it 
saves police officers’ lives. 

It is no wonder that a recent Pew Re-
search survey found that 65 percent of 
this Nation believes gun control is 
more important than the right to bear 
arms. This battle for sensible gun con-
trol is not over. Those of us who be-

lieve in closing gun loopholes will con-
tinue to fight to tighten our laws and 
ask for their enforcement. 

Two months ago I spoke to hundreds 
of members of families and friends of 
murdered victims assembled in Rose 
Hills Memorial Park to honor their 
slain loved ones during victims’ rights 
week. I pledged to them that I would 
work to ensure that we establish laws 
and programs that will prevent the ad-
ditional loss of innocent lives, and to 
strengthen victims’ rights. 

I intend to keep that pledge. I intend 
to serve the American people and not 
special interests. I also intend to up-
hold the Constitution. Therefore, I 
proudly pledge to continue to fight and 
support reasonable gun safety legisla-
tion on behalf of America’s children 
and our families. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2084, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2000 
Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-

mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106–196) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 218) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2084) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Transportation and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.
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ADDRESSING AMERICA’S TEACHER 
SHORTAGE CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
we are about to have a major problem 
on our hands in this country. We have 
more and more children entering in our 
schools than we have seen in a genera-
tion. At the same time, we face a mas-
sive retirement as more and more of 
our teachers begin to reach retirement 
age. 

In fact, we are going to need over 2 
million new teachers over the next dec-
ade. In my home, Florida, a growth 
State, we are going to need over 7,000 
teachers just in Hillsborough County, 
one county that I represent. 

Fixing our education system is like a 
three-legged stool. We have to mod-
ernize our schools, we have to build 
them the right size the first time, we 
need to reduce class size, especially in 
the early grades, so we can return con-
trol of the classroom back to the 
teachers, and we need to begin pre-
paring to replenish the ranks of our 
teaching profession with the very best 
and brightest we can find. 

Along with the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. ROEMER) who spoke earlier 

this evening, I will be introducing leg-
islation on Thursday that offers one 
approach to attract more qualified peo-
ple into our teaching profession. Our 
bill is referred to as the Transition to 
Teaching Act. It is modeled after the 
very successful Troops to Teachers law 
in this country which has resulted in 
more than 3,000 retired members of the 
military choosing to become math, 
science, and technology teachers since 
1974. More than 270 of these men and 
women alone are now teaching in Flor-
ida schools. 

The Transition to Teaching Act ex-
pands the Troops to Teachers program 
so that any midlife career professional 
can consider making a change in the 
teaching profession, and like the 
Troops to Teachers program, will qual-
ify for up to a $5,000 grant or stipend to 
cover the cost of returning to a college 
or university to complete the 
coursework necessary to be trained as 
a teacher and certified as a teacher in 
the State where they choose to go. 

In exchange for that training, we and 
the taxpayers of our country will ex-
pect at least 3 years of teaching, and 
we have targeted our bill towards those 
schools that have the highest percent-
age of students from an impoverished 
family where we face the greatest chal-
lenge in attracting teachers. We will 
expect the recipients of this grant to 
spend up to 3 years teaching in one of 
these schools, to help begin to fill the 
ranks of our dwindling number of 
teachers. 

Yesterday in my home, Tampa, I met 
with three highly qualified individuals 
who formerly served in our military 
and are using those life experiences to 
be very successful teachers, Ronald 
Dyches, Al Greenway, and Karen 
Billingsley. 

Ronald Dyches told me it had always 
been his dream to be a teacher. When it 
came time to retire from the military, 
the Troops to Teachers program was 
there to help cover some of the costs to 
pay the bills of going back to school 
before he could begin to earn a salary 
as a teacher. He told me it was always 
his dream to be a teacher, and that 
grant helped him realize his dream. 
Now he is doing a terrific job. As a 
matter of fact, as a veteran he helped 
design a course on the history of the 
Vietnam War that is not only being 
used in his high school, it is being used 
in other high schools in the 
Hillsborough County area. He is simply 
one example of some of the very tal-
ented and mature people who have 
worked in other professions, who can 
be brought into our schools. 

Our bill can help move people from 
the boardroom to the classroom, from 
the firehouse to the schoolhouse, from 
the police station on Main Street to 
the school on Main Street. 

Let us work together to bring more 
qualified people into our teaching pro-
fession. Let us reach out to people who 
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