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fathers are demanding action to protect the
most vulnerable among us, our children, from
the onslaught of gun violence that is taking the
lives of 13 of them each day. They are telling
us that “It's the guns—stupid.”

How many more children will be lost before
Congress gets the message? How many more
mothers will have to suffer before we act?

The American people are watching. We
cannot shy away from our responsibility. We
must rise to the occasion and pass meaningful
gun safety legislation that will help end the
cycle of violence.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 96TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ST. PAUL AFRI-
CAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 1999

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the attention of my colleagues an extraor-
dinary church that is celebrating 96 years of
service to the community of Santa Barbara—
the St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal
Church was founded in 1903 by Reverend
J.P. Wright. The following year, the first
church was established on the corner of Haley
and Canal Streets. In September of 1913, dur-
ing the pastorate of Reverend J.A. Duncan,
the present building was completed. From the
first organization of only one actual member in
1903, the membership has grown to approxi-
mately 175 worshipers in 1999.

Mr. Speaker, | am inspired by the A.M.E.
Church’s service and dedication to the city of
Santa Barbara. The congregation has been an
integral partner in the creation and success of
local programs that fight racism and violence,
programs such as Beyond Tolerance, the Pro-
Youth Coalition and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
celebrations. The church has shown a commit-
ment and vision that continues to be a beacon
of hope to our community.

Mr. Speaker, | was honored to join the
A.M.E. Church this past weekend in cele-
brating 96 years of fellowship. | thank the con-
gregation for all that it has done through the
years and wish many more years of success
to the St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal
Church.

———
HONORING ERVIN'S ALL-AMER-
ICAN YOUTH CLUB, INC. OF
CLEARWATER

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 22, 1999

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Ervin’s All-American
Youth Club, Inc., an organization which is hav-
ing a positive influence on hundreds of Ninth
District residents in the North Greenwood
neighborhood of Clearwater.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Ervin’s All-American Youth Club, Inc. has
been changing lives since 1981, when Mr.
Ervin Ajamu Babalola realized that something
had to be done to help the next generation of
children in Clearwater. With only his backyard
and plenty of energy and ideas, Mr. Babalola
began to develop positive programs for at-risk
youth to prevent them from becoming involved
in negative behavior. The club has grown tre-
mendously and is now housed at Ervin’'s Com-
munity Enrichment Center.

On June 26, Ervin’'s All-American Youth
Club, Inc. will celebrate its 18th year of focus-
ing on solutions to the problems in its commu-
nity rather than on the problems. Ervin’s qual-
ity services encourage self-sufficiency and
self-empowerment for the many African Amer-
ican youth and families in the community. Mr.
Babalola’s achievements have been recog-
nized by the City of Clearwater, the Clear-
water Times, and our local Fox television affil-
iate. In addition, the Florida Department of
Corrections presented Mr. Babalola and
Ervin’'s All-American Youth Club, Inc. with
Harry K. Singletary, Jr. Crime Prevention
Awards.

Ervin’s All-American Youth Club, Inc. offers
a wide variety of important and valuable pro-
grams to the community including:

A community food pantry, which distributes
food to community residents through its Com-
mon-Unity Food Pantry.

The Generations Program, which is an
adopt-a-grandparent program to enable sen-
iors to participate in community service with
youth.

A youth employment program during the
summer for children ages 10-15.

An After School Enrichment Program, which
provides homework and tutoring assistance
provided by Pinellas County School volun-
teers, tutors, staff and certified teachers. A
computer center is available along with other
resources to help develop healthy attitudes
and build self-esteem.

The Dream Builders Academy, which incor-
porates the Rites of Passage program, devel-
ops family bonding, educational experiences
and self-image enhancement.

The Youth Empowerment Project, a youth
leadership program that motivates at-risk
youth and adults to develop their vocational
and entrepreneurial skills in business.

Camp Nguzo Saba, a camp for children
ages 5-13 designed to develop learning, be-
longing and contributing in youth.

The SANKOFA Community Theater, which
promotes the development and growth of
amateur theater and the amateur performing
arts in the North Greenwood community.

The Youth Academy of Entrepreneurship, a
partnership program which introduces and fos-
ters the entrepreneurial development of youth
ages 8-18 from all social, racial, ethnic and
national backgrounds.

In addition to all of these worthy initiatives,
Ervin’s All-American Youth Club, Inc. provides:
assistance and referral services for individual
and family needs, positive role models who
share their experiences and wisdom with
youth, field trips, supervised recreation, and
participation in the National African American
Male Collaboration, an innovative grass roots
effort to help men and boys reach their fullest
potential.
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Ervin’'s All-American Youth Club, Inc. de-
serves to be recognized for fulfilling its goal of
providing a clean and wholesome environment
for the youth and families of Pinellas County,
so they may grow and become more produc-
tive citizens of the community. Indeed, Mr.
Babalola’s organization has had such a posi-
tive impact that many area youth have gone
on to college, joined the work force or elected
to serve in the Armed Forces of the United
States.

| want to publicly commend Mr. Babalola
and the members of his family for their dedi-
cated service on behalf of the youth of North
Greenwood and for their outreach programs
which have helped provide direction and posi-
tive growth for many in the Clearwater com-
munity.

———

JOY OF BEING A FATHER
HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 1999

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, Fathers Day
brought lots of memories and warm thoughts
to all of us. One very special person | know
named Philip H. Corboy had a bittersweet Fa-
thers Day which was beautifully acknowledged
by Steve Neal of the Chicago Sun-Times on
Friday, June 18th. Phil and | went all through
school together, from grammer and high
school through Law school, and have re-
mained close friends ever since.

Steve Neal is a highly respected political an-
alyst and journalist who shares my admiration
and respect for Phil Corboy.

| suggest my colleagues read Mr. Neal’s
column about this extraordinary man.

JOY OF BEING A FATHER SUMMED UP IN
EuLoGY

He has made a career out of rising to the
challenge.

Philip H. Corboy, one of the nation’s more
accomplished trial lawyers, has effectively
represented seriously injured people for a
half century. His law firm has won hundreds
of settlements or verdicts worth more than
$1 million each. He once negotiated a $25
million settlement for plaintiffs in a case in-
volving the crash of a DC-10. Corboy is
former chairman of the American Bar Asso-
ciation’s litigation unit and a former presi-
dent of the Chicago Bar Association. He is
among President Clinton’s staunchest polit-
ical allies and is the former general counsel
of the Illinois Democratic Party.

But for all his achievements, the snowy-
haired Corboy takes more pride in the ac-
complishments of his children. He was dealt
a most devastating blow in 1976 when his 12-
year-old son Robert was Kkilled in an auto-
mobile accident. Then last winter, tragedy
struck again. Circuit Judge Joan Marie
Corboy, the lawyer’s only daughter, died in
another accident.

There is nothing more painful or difficult
for any parent to endure. But Corboy re-
sponded to this challenge with a deeply mov-
ing tribute to his daughter. On this Father’s
Day weekend, Corboy’s eulogy carries special
significance and reminds us that parenthood
is the greatest gift.

‘“‘She was outspoken, intelligent and fun,”
Corboy told more than 1,500 people at Joan
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