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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE14092 June 24, 1999

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, June 24, 1999 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Calvin V. French, 

Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, Washington, D.C., 
offered the following prayer: 

Eternal Father, who neither slum-
bers nor sleeps, we look to Thee at the 
beginning of the new day for a blessing 
of enlightenment and wisdom upon this 
body as they do their work today. 

We thank You that You have chosen 
men and women from the common 
walks of life, and with Your empower-
ment, made them leaders of uncommon 
strength. You have called them to 
serve with a sense of commitment as 
truly as if before the altars of Thy 
sanctuary. 

Endow each Member of this body 
with a sense of divine vocation. May 
their diversity of thought and vision 
become the manifestation of strength 
that comes when diversity is crowned 
with Thy grace. We stand on common 
ground when we seek the common 
good. It is for this purpose we have as-
sembled to ask Thy help. 

Finally, we invoke the counsel of 
Thy servant, David, who said: ‘‘Blessed 
is the Nation whose God is the Lord.’’ 
Our Forefathers understood that sim-
ple truth and so structured our Repub-
lic in the security of Thy word. 

May the inspiration of the old Gospel 
hymn prevail today and in the days to 
come: ‘‘Thy word our law, Thy paths 
our chosen way.’’ Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. GILMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed 
bills and a resolution of the following 

titles, in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested:

S. 880. An act to amend the Clean Air Act 
to remove flammable fuels from the list of 
substances with respect to which reporting 
and other activities are required under the 
risk management plan program. 

S. 886. An act to authorize appropriations 
for the Department of State for fiscal years 
2000 and 2001; to provide for enhanced secu-
rity at United States diplomatic facilities; 
to provide for certain arms control, non-
proliferation, and other national security 
measures; to provide for reform of the United 
Nations; and for other purposes. 

S. Res. 127. That the Secretary of the Sen-
ate is directed to request the House to return 
the official papers on S. 331.

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 276h–276k of title 
22, United States Code, as amended, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
appoints the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) as a member of the Sen-
ate Delegation to the Mexico-United 
States Interparliamentary Group Meet-
ing during the First Session of the One 
Hundred Sixth Congress, to be held in 
Savannah, Georgia, June 25–27, 1999. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-
nize the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
BOSWELL) and then 15 one-minutes on 
each side. 

f 

WELCOME TO THE REVEREND DR. 
CALVIN V. FRENCH 

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in thanking 
our distinguished guest Chaplain Dr. 
Calvin French. 

Calvin French is a graduate of 
Graceland College, Lamoni, Iowa, 
where he presently serves on the board 
of trustees. He received a B.S. degree in 
education from the University of Iowa, 
a master’s degree from Temple Univer-
sity, with doctoral studies at Harvard 
University, and received his doctorate 
in educational administration from 
Drake University in Des Moines. 

He has given a lifetime of ministry 
with principal appointments to Phila-
delphia, Boston and Des Moines. For 
the past 20 years he has been the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints Pastor of the Wash-
ington, D.C., congregation where he 
continues to serve on Massachusetts 
Avenue. 

Dr. French is a clinical member of 
the American Association of Marriage 
and Family Therapists. For 10 years he 
served on the board of Park College in 
Kansas City. He was appointed to the 
National Institutes of Health Advisory 
Board for Minorities Health and Edu-
cation, Bethesda, Maryland, and for 
many years was a member of the exec-
utive board of the National Conference 
on Ministry to the Armed Forces. 

Dr. French was a delegate to the At-
torney General’s Commission on Por-
nography. He is currently a member of 
the Secretary of Education’s Advisory 
Council on Partnership for Family In-
volvement in Education and has pro-
vided liaison services to U.S. Govern-
ment units for the RLDS Church. On 
several occasions he has presented 
opening prayers in the U.S. Senate and 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

He is an active member of Rotary 
International and served as president 
of the Washington, D.C., Rotary Club. 
He is presently president of the Rotary 
Foundation Board that provides finan-
cial support for 48 charitable organiza-
tions in Washington, D.C. 

His wife LaVon and their two chil-
dren, Colin French, an attorney in Dal-
las, Texas, and Dr. Kelsey French, a 
clinical psychologist, Washington, 
D.C., are all graduates of Graceland 
College. 

f 

PASS THE PATIENTS’ BILL OF 
RIGHTS 

(Ms. KILPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, one 
of the most important things that this 
Congress can do is to pass an effective 
health plan for American citizens. That 
is why I am happy that 168 Democrats 
signed a discharge petition yesterday 
to bring our Patients’ Bill of Rights to 
the House floor. Let us debate it, de-
bate it now. 

Yesterday, the Nation’s doctors 
passed a resolution to unionize. They 
want to be able to practice medicine, 
to decide which care their patients 
should have, to decide what medicines, 
the length of stay their patients need. 

Let us have meaningful debate on the 
Patients’ Bill of Rights today. It is im-
portant, Americans want it, and Demo-
crats want to get the job done.
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