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Leadership  Montgomery selected Dr.
Bernton for its annual award after he was
nominated by fellow graduate and county
health officer, Dr. Carol Garvey. Dr. Garvey
noted that Dr. Bernton’s active nature took
over when he retired from practicing medicine
seven years ago, leading him to join Commu-
nity Clinic, which offers care to low-income
county residents. As a board member he
helped launch the Primary Care Coalition, a
consortium of local hospitals, the medical soci-
ety, the health department, and various pro-
viders and supporters of indigent care. The
coalition is dedicated to enhancing access to
primary medical care for the growing numbers
of low income county residents, who often
face language and cultural differences.

Once Dr. Bernton joined Leadership Mont-
gomery, he tapped its considerable community
connections, some of which helped him de-
velop the Primary Care Coalition. He nurtured
the coalition through its founding, became its
first chair, solicited pro bono legal services to
make it a non-profit corporation, and worked
aggressively with several coalition members to
attract grants to fund Project Access. The ini-
tiative now connects low income patents with
private physicians who agree to provide care
at minimal cost.

Dr. Bernton’s advocacy has now come full
circle: Project Access has also absorbed
PARS, the Patient Advocacy Referral Service
for low income patients. Dr. Bernton started
PARS back in 1972 to refer patients to physi-
cians building their practices, as long as they
agreed to accept uninsured, low income pa-
tients. His policy demanded that no one be
turned away due to an inability to pay for care,
and it is this demonstrated compassion that
makes him such a deserving recipient of this
year’s ‘outstanding leader’ award.

————————

LUIS SABINES, OF CAMACOL,
CELEBRATES 20TH HEMISPHERIC
CONGRESS IN MIAMI

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 1999

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | am de-
lighted to congratulate Mr. Luis Sabines,
President of the United States Latin American
Chamber of Commerce (Camacol), for his de-
voted labor in establishing the annual Hemi-
spheric Congress and for having been honor-
ably elected to preside as President of the
Hemispheric Congress for the year 2000.

Luis Sabines has worked tirelessly and ex-
tensively with a variety of trade organizations
and businesses in order to promote this year's
Hemispheric Congress which, under his lead-
ership and guidance, proved to be a resound-
ing success. Due to his guidance and leader-
ship, he was selected to preside in the upcom-
ing Hemispheric Congress on May 3rd to the
6th of next year, which should prove to be an
even bigger success.

This years recent conference, entitled
“Globalization with Integral Development,”
brought in individuals from 60 different busi-
nesses and chambers of commerce, rep-
resenting 34 countries. It hosted an additional
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exposition of non-traditional products from
overseas that were available for purchase.
Contract negotiations among American busi-
nesses occurred, promoting both American
products abroad, and Latin American products
in the United States. Next year's Hemispheric
Congress promises to continue the negotia-
tions among American businesses, and to add
on to the number of countries taking part in
the negotiating, and promotion of trade be-
tween Latin American and the United States.

Luis Sabines has done a remarkable job
promoting international trade and educating
businesses, helping them to foster their
growth. Today, | congratulate him on having
been elected as President of the 21st Con-
gress. Future Congresses will continue to
make important contributions to South Flor-
ida’s vital role in international trade.

——
INTRODUCING TO THE RECOVERY
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM

FOR ENDANGERED FISH SPECIES
IN THE UPPER COLORADO AND

SAN JUAN RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAMS
HON. JAMES V. HANSEN
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 24, 1999

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with pleas-
ure that | am introducing an Act that would au-
thorize the Bureau of Reclamation to provide
cost sharing for the endangered fish recovery
implementation programs for the Upper Colo-
rado River and San Juan River Basins. This
Act is needed so that two cooperative inter-
governmental programs can continue working
to achieve recovery of four endangered fish in
the Upper Colorado River and San Juan River
Basins while meeting continuing demands for
water in the arid West. To date, requests for
funding for the recovery programs have re-
ceived considerable support in Congress be-
cause the programs serve as a dispute resolu-
tion and provide a means to solve a very com-
plex set of problems. However, as the amount
of funding required increases because capital
construction projects are underway, program
participants are seeking clear statutory author-
ity to help ensure that needed funds continue
to be appropriated by Congress.

The Recovery Program is a mutually sup-
ported program including the states, govern-
ment agencies, Indian tribes, private organiza-
tions, and environmental organizations. Partici-
pants in the Upper Colorado River program
alone include the state of Colorado, the state
of Utah, the state of Wyoming, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration, environmental organizations, water de-
velopment interests, and federal power cus-
tomers.

This bill would authorize the appropriation of
$46 million to the Bureau of Reclamation and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and ensure the
completion of the capital projects and research
needed to recover the listed species. Once the
bill is enacted, non-federal participants like the
states and those who purchase power from
federal hydroelectric projects, will also share in
the cost of the capital projects.

June 24, 1999

This bill is a good example of how the re-
covery of listed species can coincide with ex-
isting and future uses of water for states
needs. Also, this is an opportunity to set a
precedent for other regions of the country who
could be impacted by the recovery of a listed
species. These implementation programs are
running models—showing how cooperation
between states, government agencies, and
private organizations can achieve results. Par-
ticipants in these programs are eager to move
ahead and willing to share the costs. | urge all
my colleagues to support and co-sponsor this
Act to authorize the Bureau of Reclamation to
provide cost sharing for the endangered fish
recovery implementation programs for the
Upper Colorado River and San Juan River Ba-
sins.

———

D.R.O.P. SPECIES ACT

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 1999

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, today | am
dropping the fourth in a series of single-issue
bills to make common sense corrections to the
Endangered Species Act. My bill, the Direct
Review of Protected Species Act, would
amend the ESA to provide for the review and
recommendation by the National Academy of
Sciences of species that should be removed
from the list of endangered and threatened
species.

During ESA’s 26 years, over 1,154 animals
and plants have been listed as endangered or
threatened, yet only 27 species have been re-
moved from the list. 27! That is a recovery
rate of 2 percent, which leads me to believe
that either the Fish and Wildlife Service is not
keeping up with their mandate to review the
list every five years and remove recovered
species, or their best efforts to conserve habi-
tat at the expense of billions of dollars to tax-
payers are failing. Either conclusion is unac-
ceptable. The DROP Species Act would take
the de-listing process out of the hands of poli-
ticians and place it in the hands of a well-re-
spected, independent panel of scientists.

I’'m unhappy with the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, Mr. Speaker. So unhappy that | will intro-
duce one ESA reform bill every week until the
Resources Committee field hearing in Cali-
fornia on July 9. The agency has a responsi-
bility to balance the rights of species with the
rights of taxpaying citizens. This is a call to
common sense.

EXPOSING RACISM
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and
expose racism in America, | submit the fol-
lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
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