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known around here as Go Girl. Go Girl 
will create a bold new work force to en-
ergize young women in math, science, 
and technology. Go Girl is modeled 
after the TRIO program which has suc-
cessfully encouraged 2 million low-in-
come students to attend and graduate 
from college when their parents never 
attended college. 

Similarly, the lack of female role 
models hampers female interest in 
studying science, math, and tech-
nology. Girls and their parents first 
must be able to envision a career in 
these fields. Then they need practical 
advice on what to study and how to 
achieve the necessary academic re-
quirements. Go Girl follows girls from 
the fourth grade, the grade when girls 
typically begin to fall behind boys in 
math and science, and they are fol-
lowed through high school to encour-
age these young women to be inter-
ested in math, to care about science, to 
want to learn technology in the early 
grades. Girls will participate in events 
and activities that increase their 
awareness of careers in these fields, 
and they will meet female role models. 

The issue is: Go Girls. 
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DOING THE RIGHT THING FOR THE 
TAXPAYERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, in to-
day’s papers across the country typi-
cally it would be among the leading 
stories, if not the leading story, was 
that the Federal Government is now 
awash in a trillion dollar surplus. 

Now I have been here a year and a 
half, and it is amazing how many pro-
jections there are when it comes to the 
budget surplus. It seems as if every 
month there is a new projection, and I 
have a feeling, if we wait long enough, 
it will be a zillion dollar surplus. 

The point is that with the American 
people and I would hope that Members 
on either side of the aisle here remem-
ber is that those surpluses are the re-
sults of the hard work of the American 
taxpayer, whether it is from where I 
am from in Staten Island or Brooklyn, 
anywhere across New York and across 
this country. It is the folks who get up 
every morning 5, 6 o’clock, working 
two, sometimes three jobs, to put food 
on their table, to send their children to 
school, to pay the mortgage on their 
house, and then enough left over to 
send to Uncle Sam. 

And I understand the temptation in 
Washington for the most part to spend 
that money, and by the way, when you 
project a lot, you get to spend a lot. I 
would hope that we would exercise re-
sponsibility, understand that the basis 
for the surplus is not because in the 
last several years the Congress, con-
trolled by the Republicans, has spent 

so much money, but has taken the re-
sponsible approach of not spending all 
the taxpayer money, and the seeds of 
this prosperity I would argue were 
sowed in the eighties, when we cut 
taxes, when we decided that regula-
tions or too much regulation, only sti-
fled productivity and creativity and in-
hibited growth, and I think that is 
what laid the foundation to this sur-
plus. 

Now there are those who can argue 
that, well, we raised taxes, and that is 
why we have a huge surplus. What I 
think that does is underestimates the 
American people. We need to under-
stand that when we lower taxes, when 
we reduce regulation, when we allow 
the American taxpayer, the small busi-
ness owner, employee or the employer, 
to unleash their spirit to produce and 
to create and, yes, to give back to their 
local community; that is the America 
that we should all be proud of, not 
when we sit in Washington and say how 
are we going to divvy up this trillion 
dollars that the people across this 
country are working so hard to gen-
erate? 

We are fortunate enough these days 
that there is a lot of prosperity around, 
but the best days lie ahead, and again 
I can only urge those in Congress and 
in the White House that it is the tax-
payer money that we are the stewards 
of here, and it is our obligation to do 
what is responsible, to promote eco-
nomic growth and to lower taxes when 
we can, and if we want to keep this 
economy growing, we use a big chunk 
of this so-called surplus to cut taxes. 

And there is a lot of proposals on the 
table. The elimination of the marriage 
penalty tax or the capital gains tax to 
spur investment, which is a tax on cap-
ital. I would like to see a reduction in 
the personal income tax across the 
board, so that way any American who 
pays taxes receives a benefit, or, in 
short, more of their hard-earned money 
in their pocket because frankly when 
we provide the freedom and the liberty 
and the opportunity to the hard-work-
ing American to spend his or her hard-
earned money as they see fit on their 
vacation or their child’s education or a 
second home or whatever they desire, 
we are doing the right thing for Amer-
ica, the right thing for the taxpayer, 
and I hope in the days ahead the Con-
gress and the White House recognizes 
the seeds of that prosperity are not 
sown here in Washington but across 
Main Street, across this great country 
of ours, the United States of America.
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VETERANS ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
AND SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 1999 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 
Speaker, I am so pleased and proud to 
join the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
TALENT), the ranking member, the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) and many other members 
of the Committee on Small Business 
who are dedicated to providing critical 
services to the countless men and 
women who have fought to preserve 
and protect our Nation. 

As we approach the 4th of July holi-
day to celebrate this Nation’s inde-
pendence, we recognize our veterans 
and the tremendous sacrifices and con-
tributions they have made to this 
country. In their honor we are here 
today to pass legislation that ensures 
veterans that once their service is com-
plete they can continue to apply their 
hard-working ethics, strong leadership 
skills, and determination to succeed in 
small businesses. 

Currently out of a total business pop-
ulation of 23.2 million people 5.5 mil-
lion are veterans. In addition, there are 
104,000 disabled veterans. It is esti-
mated that veterans constitute almost 
a quarter of the business population 
today. However, many veterans face 
tremendous barriers when trying to 
create and grow their businesses, par-
ticularly when their military service 
has caused them to leave their busi-
nesses. 

Specifically, the obstacles facing our 
veterans can range from a lack of 
training to difficulty in securing ade-
quate capital to launch their small 
business. The obstacles are even great-
er for service disabled veterans who 
may have additional handicaps that 
prevent them from securing employ-
ment or starting their own business. 

Mr. Speaker, the Veterans Entrepre-
neurial and Small Business Develop-
ment Act creates a number of new pro-
grams designed specifically to help 
these veterans and service disabled vet-
erans to join the ranks of entre-
preneurs. I would like to commend the 
Small Business Administration for cre-
ating the Small Business Administra-
tion Veterans Affairs Task Force for 
entrepreneurship in July 1998. This 
task force examined SBA programs to 
determine how SBA might deliver serv-
ices to America’s veterans more effec-
tively. In October of 1998, it made rec-
ommendations to SBA, many of which 
have been included in this bill. The 
Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Development Act designates a 
position onto SBA of veterans business 
development to be the advocate for 
veterans and to ensure that veterans 
needs and concerns are represented and 
being addressed. 

In addition to this new position, this 
bill creates a public private partner-
ship called the National Veterans Busi-
ness Development Corporation to pro-
vide access to technical assistance and 
an advisory committee on veterans’ 
business affairs to serve as an inde-
pendent source of advice for Congress 
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