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these people were very much Americans? But 
does each and every person have to measure 
up to the incredible genius of Abraham Lin-
coln and Benjamin Franklin simply to be 
called an American? 

We are by name the country that accepts 
the unwanted of other societies; the Statue 
of Liberty asks for the sick and poor of the 
rest of the dismal world to travel to Amer-
ica, the land of the free. It is said that we 
have lost our charity, and our openness to 
the rest of the world’s outcasts, and yet do 
we not open our lives and hearts to the im-
migrants that come to us searching for a 
better life, for the ‘‘American Dream’’? One 
of the magics that is America is the diver-
sity of culture, accepting any and all cus-
toms, and yet still adopting them as valid 
Americans. 

We have known what it is like to be the 
underdog, we have felt the ridicule of the 
rest of the world, and the pressures of an 
often losing struggle to overcome all odds, 
against us, and we continue to offer our sup-
port to those who feel the stress we felt, and 
more. And each and every one of those peo-
ple we bring in as our own call themselves 
Americans, yet are they believed by the ma-
jority? In our society today, there is great 
conflict on every issue that could possibly be 
argued over, and people speak of the destruc-
tion of the American spirit. Yet the fact 
being overlooked is that the basis of the 
American way of life is within discord; we 
have the American right to disagree. But 
that discord brings about a people of accord, 
does it not? Through the wars fought and the 
policies enacted, we have always agreed to 
disagree in one way or another, and that 
leads to a harmony of the people. 

But does an American necessarily have to 
be a hero, or a recently discovered patriot? 
Think of the thousands of soldiers whose 
names you’ve never heard, of the ones who 
have died for this country in the last 200 or 
so years, and of those who survived, who 
make sure these heroes can live on in Amer-
ican hearts. Think of the average working 
citizens, those who hold strict morals for 
themselves and those around them, who live 
their lives maybe raising a farm and a fam-
ily. These people proudly call themselves 
Americans, and we believe them. Why? The 
truth is, Americans are people who will die 
for their country, who will stand up for their 
rights and those of the oppressed. Sure, it 
may be done with fear in their hearts, but is 
fear not also an American standard? We 
thrive on it, and have never felt the need to 
deny ourselves of it. The people we embrace 
and those who do the embracing are Ameri-
cans. It is a state of mind to be an American, 
it is a love and joy in our freedom. I am an 
American, and if I could, I would tell the 
world, but it is enough to know that I can, I 
have the right to, and that absolutely no one 
can stop my love of the American spirit 
which I call my own.
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an exceptional college president 
in my district, Mr. Don Fowler. Mr. Fowler will 
retire as President of Lake Washington Tech-
nical College on June 30, after 19 years on its 
campus. 

Lake Washington Technical College has 
blossomed under Mr. Fowler’s leadership. The 
college, which enrolls 20,000 students, is the 
largest hi-tech college on the East Side. More-
over, 92 percent of its graduates secure em-
ployment upon graduation. 

Lake Washington Technical College’s strong 
commitment to life-long learning is exemplified 
by its extensive curriculum. Vocational edu-
cation is just one of the many paths students 
may choose. This college also offers ad-
vanced skill training for the employees of local 
industries, hi-tech training, ESL classes for re-
cent immigrants, and courses geared toward 
high-school students. 

While I am confident that Lake Washington 
Technical College will continue to be a first- 
rate educational institution without Mr. Fowler, 
the college will indeed loose a remarkable ed-
ucator. 

Mr. Speaker, even though Mr. Fowler is set 
to retire, I know that he will be an active par-
ticipant in the community for years to come. 
Again, thank you, Mr. Fowler, for your many 
years of service. 
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BABIES AS MEDICAL PRODUCTS 
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OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 1999

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, John Kass, a 
thoughtful columnist for the Chicago Tribune, 
on June 28, 1999, wrote an important column 
about a development in modern medicine that 
has the most serious consequences for the 
value of human life. I commend Mr. Kass’ arti-
cle to my colleagues:

[From the Chicago Tribune, June 28, 1999] 
DRAW THE LINE NOW AGAINST USING BABIES 

AS MEDICAL PRODUCTS 
(By John Kass) 

It’s an ugly twist on an old science fiction 
theme: 

Would you use the body parts of an inno-
cent baby so that you could live a happier 
life? 

Would you support a system of incentives 
to kill other babies, and process them like 
meat at a packing plant, for the benefit of a 
frightened Baby Boom generation terrified of 
Alzheimer’s disease and death? 

Of course not. The suggestion is monstrous 
and dehumanizing. By comparison, it makes 
what the Serbs and Albanians are doing to 
each other look like a gentle game. 

But the science fiction scenario doesn’t 
generate the terrifying passions of old Bal-
kan blood feuds. 

Instead, it’s calculated, without anger, and 
practiced by reasonable men and women in 
white lab coats. 

It’s about pure reason, efficiency and sci-
entific rationalism. It’s what a culture can 
do when it loses its soul. If you don’t believe 
me, ask a Jew about the Nazi concentration 
camps. 

So get horrified. Because it’s not science 
fiction. It’s happening now, in our country. 

I read about it in Sunday’s Tribune, in a 
fascinating story by science writer Ronald 
Kotulak under the headline ‘‘Stem cells 
opening path to brain repair.’’

It began with an anecdote about a woman 
with Parkinson’s disease. Her name is Dr. 

Jacqueline Winterkorn. The drugs she was 
taking to fight the disease weren’t working 
anymore. 

‘‘It’s a very sad disease,’’ Dr. Winterkorn 
was quoted as saying. ‘‘People are locked 
into bodies that don’t move. Their brains are 
working, their minds are working, but they 
can’t talk and they can’t move. 

In other words, they’re human beings im-
mobilized through no fault of their own, 
trapped without speech. They have emotions, 
but they can’t do anything about it. They’re 
helpless. 

Like a fetus. 
But Dr. Winterkorn’s condition began im-

proving, the story said, after she was given 
millions of new brain stem cells because her 
own brain cells weren’t doing their jobs. Her 
brain cells weren’t producing enough 
dopamine to control her movements. 

The new brain stem cells worked just fine. 
They produced dopamine in her brain. She 
improved. The scientists are thrilled. 

‘‘The prospect of repairing a damaged 
brain is pretty remarkable,’’ said Dr. Curt 
Freed, who did the study. ‘‘It has been pos-
sible to show significant improvements in 
some patients who suffered from a chronic 
neurologic disease for an average of 14 
years.’’

But there is a price for Dr. Freed’s success. 
The new brain cells have to come from some-
where. And they don’t come from pigs. 

They come from fetuses, which is a polite 
way of saying they come from tiny human 
beings. The tiny human beings didn’t will-
ingly give up their brains. Nobody asked 
them to sign papers donating their bodies to 
science. 

They didn’t have much say in the matter. 
They were aborted. 

The National Institutes of Health—which 
means the federal government—has lifted its 
ban on the use of human fetal cells and is 
bankrolling several other similar studies. 

Meanwhile, the White House worries that 
video games cheapen human life and make 
possible massacres like the one in Littleton, 
Colo. 

Courts and abortion rights advocates have 
said that what grows in a mother’s womb is 
not a human being. You don’t say baby. 
That’s impolite. You say ‘‘it,’’ because that 
makes a human being easier to kill. 

The debate over abortion is an old one 
now. Most folks have settled into their posi-
tions and defend them vigorously. That’s not 
going to change. 

What’s changing is that we’re progressing 
to a civilized new stage—turning human 
beings into valuable commodities—in which 
the bodies of the helpless are used to im-
prove the lives of the powerful. 

And it’s being done in the name of cold sci-
entific reason. The rhetorical pathway was 
cleared years ago, when the Germans built 
Buchenwald and Auschwitz and other places. 

Soon other folks with Parkinson’s or other 
brain disorders such as Alzheimer’s disease 
will seek such treatments. The Baby Boom 
generation that has never been denied will 
make its demands. 

It’s human nature to use available re-
sources to satisfy the most powerful human 
need: staying alive. 

So aborted human babies will become re-
sources. They’ll become products, subjected 
to the market. Because they’ll have value, 
there will be an incentive to provide more. 
Their bodies will be served up for the benefit 
of adults. 

If we don’t stop it now, if we accept this 
crime in the name of scientific reason, we’ll 
lose ourselves. 
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