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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, we 
often hear people stand up in front of 
this microphone and start out by say-
ing, ‘‘It is about,’’ when they are going 
to talk about what it is about. Well, in 
fact in this body it is about taxes. No 
matter what else we say, no matter 
what else we do here, it is about taxes. 
It is the life blood that drives every 
other thing we do in this body, and the 
extent to which we can defend our 
country and incarcerate criminals and 
carry out all the other essential func-
tions of government depends upon our 
ability to extract money from the pop-
ulation and pay for those services. 

But when is enough enough? Is it 
enough, Mr. Speaker, to take 40 per-
cent of the income of the average fam-
ily in America today for taxes? Is it 
enough to take 20 percent of the gross 
domestic product of this country every 
year now in taxes? Is that enough, Mr. 
Speaker? I suggest it is not only 
enough, I suggest it is far too much. 
That is why today I have introduced 
the bill that we refer to here as the 10 
top terrible tax act. This is a bill to ac-
tually eliminate, not just reduce cer-
tain taxes, but actually eliminate cer-
tain taxes so that they cannot grow 
back again. We want to pull them up 
by their roots. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the only way 
that we can actually begin to reduce 
the size and scope of government. We 
talk about that here on this floor, and 
we talk about it in legislative bodies 
all over this country, reducing the size 
and scope of government. How many 
times have we heard that phrase? And 
yet nothing seems to actually accom-
plish the task of reducing the size and 
scope of government. There seems to be 
a commitment to that philosophy, but 
it does not work. 

Mr. Speaker, one reason it does not 
work is because we do not put a con-
straint on the life blood of these legis-
lative bodies, and that life blood, I re-
peat, are the tax dollars that we ex-
tract in the population. Well, this does 
begin to put that constraint on that 
life blood flow, and it does begin to re-
duce the size and scope of government 
and its intervention into our lives 
which has grown far too great. 

Mr. Speaker, at 40 percent of the in-
come of a family, I repeat 40 percent, 
and 20 percent of our gross domestic 
product it is too much. Something has 
to give, and if we just simply reduce 
the rate of taxation, it is far too easy 
to come back within a year or 2 years 
and simply increase it again. That is 
easy to do. But it is very difficult to 
actually come back and replace a tax 
that has been eliminated. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why we have 
identified 10 taxes that are legitimate 

targets for us to attack as being able 
to be eliminated, gone, erased from the 
books, not there any more: 

The estate tax, estate and gift tax, 
more commonly and appropriately re-
ferred to as the death tax; it is cur-
rently as high as 55 percent, and we 
want to phase that out over a 10 year 
period and completely repeal it by De-
cember 1, 2099. The E-rate universal 
tax; that is a euphemism, E-rate is a 
euphemism, for a tax. It is a tax that 
has been put on phone bills that did not 
even come through this body as an ac-
tual tax bill. It is a special friend, a 
special sort of tax of the Vice Presi-
dent. It is oftentimes referred to as the 
Gore tax, and appropriately so. 

Next is the excise tax on telephones 
and other communication services. My 
friends, this is the 3 percent tax that 
was put on telephones when they were 
a luxury item in 1898 in order to fund 
the Spanish-American war. Let me tell 
my colleagues it is over, the war is 
over, and we do not need this tax any 
more. 

The marriage penalty tax discrep-
ancy in the Tax Code that results in a 
higher tax burden for married couples; 
let us get rid of it. 

The capital gains tax, currently up to 
20 percent of gain would be phased out 
over a 10 year period. Let us get rid of 
it. 

The excise tax on vaccines, on vac-
cines. Do you hear me? Seventy-five 
cents per dose imposed on certain vac-
cines sold in the United States; this 
should be repealed by January 1, 2000. 
Why are we taxing vaccines, let me 
ask. 

Excise tax on sport fishing equip-
ment. 

The 1993 income tax increase on So-
cial Security benefits. 

The double tax on interest and divi-
dends. 

The 1993 increase in motor fuels tax. 
Mr. Speaker, all these should be 

gone, and they can be. We can live 
without it, believe it or not. We can 
live without this. 

I want to enter into the RECORD, if I 
could, Mr. Speaker, the comments here 
from the Americans for Tax Reform 
and other organizations that have sup-
ported the bill, and I ask my colleagues 
to do so. It is enough. 

AMERICANS FOR TAX REFORM, 
Washington, DC, July 1, 1999. 

Hon. TOM TANCREDO, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE TANCREDO: On be-
half of its 90,000 members and its 3,000 state 
and local taxpayer groups across the nation, 
Americans for Tax Reform strongly supports 
your ‘‘Top Ten Terrible Tax Act of 1999.’’ 

As you already know, American families 
already pay on average almost forty percent 
of their income on taxes, be it federal, state, 
or local. That is more than food, shelter, and 
clothing combined. 

The Top Ten Terrible Tax Act of 1999 
would eliminate excessive taxes and provide 
every American with tangible tax relief. By 
uprooting the death and gift taxes, the tele-

phone universal service charge, the 3% tele-
phone excise tax, the marriage penalty tax, 
the capital gains tax, the excise tax on vac-
cines, the excise tax on sport fishing equip-
ment, the 1993 income tax increase on social 
security benefits, the double taxation on in-
terest and dividends, and the 1993 motor fuel 
tax increase, taxpayers will be able to im-
prove their quality of life and save more for 
education and retirement. 

I thank you for your leadership in taking 
a step in the right direction to providing fun-
damental tax reform. 

Sincerely, 
GROVER G. NORQUIST. 

CONGRESS SHOULD REFORM DEATH TAXES 
At a Denver Business Journal Family Busi-

ness conference earlier this year, Coors 
Brewing President Peter Coors made an in-
teresting point about estate taxes. 

These so-called death taxes make it much 
harder for corporations to pass ownership 
down from one generation to the next. They 
speed the demise of local businesses and the 
rise of cookie-cutter consolidations because 
the consolidators are able to use stock and 
cash to buy out family businesses and ad-
dress the inheritance tax issue. 

Congress is likely to take up the inherit-
ance tax issue in the next session. Maybe 
they should hear from Peter Coors and peo-
ple like him. 

f 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
FOR THE RECORD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) 
is recognized for 1 minute. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the 
House will adjourn in approximately 1 
minute. In Washington, D.C., the Na-
tion’s Capital, 12 o’clock is midnight, is 
the time for us to finish. It would be, I 
think the House would be in remiss, if 
we were not to reflect upon the occa-
sion for our recess over the next week. 
A remarkable story, 223 years in the 
making, the founding of our Nation, 
our Declaration of Independence, the 
4th of July, recalls the memory and the 
scene of those brave individuals in 
Philadelphia who declared our inde-
pendence. 

I do not know, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Declaration of Independence has ever 
been entered into our RECORD, but I 
would ask now that the Declaration be 
added to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE—A 
TRANSCRIPTION—IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE 
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

When in the Course of human events, it be-
comes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among 
the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature 
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which 
impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.— 
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That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned,—That whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and orga-
nizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate 
that Governments long established should 
not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing in-
variably the same Object evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is 
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for 
their future security.—Such has been the pa-
tient sufferance of these Colonies; and such 
is now the necessity which constrains them 
to alter their former Systems of Govern-
ment. The history of the present King of 
Great Britain is a history of repeated inju-
ries and usurpations, all having in direct ob-
ject the establishment of an absolute Tyr-
anny over these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the 
most wholesome and necessary for the public 
good. 

He has forbidden in Governors to pass Laws 
of immediate and pressing importance, un-
less suspended in their operation till his As-
sent should be obtained; and when so sus-
pended, he has utterly neglected to attend to 
them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, 
unless those people would relinquish the 
right of Representation in the Legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and formidable to 
tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at 
place unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of the public Records, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses re-
peatedly, for opposing with manly firmness 
his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at 
large for their exercise; the State remaining 
in the mean time exposed to all the dangers 
of invasion from without, and convulsions 
within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the popu-
lation of these States; for that purpose ob-
structing the Laws for Naturalization of For-
eigners; refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migrations hither, and raising the con-
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of 
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will 
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, 
and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass 
our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures. 

He has affected the render the Military 
independent of and superior to the Civil 
power. 

He has combined with others to subject us 
to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his 
Assent to their Acts of pretended Legisla-
tion: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed 
troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, 
from punishment for any Murders which 
they should commit on the Inhabitants of 
these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of 
the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Con-
sent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the ben-
efits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be 
tried for pretended offences 

For abolishing the free System of English 
Laws in a neighbouring Province, estab-
lishing therein an Arbitrary government, 
and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render 
it at once an example and fit instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rule into 
these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing 
our most valuable Laws, and altering fun-
damentally the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by de-
claring us out of his Protection and waging 
War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Ar-
mies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, desolation and tyranny, al-
ready begun with circumstances of Cruelty & 
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most bar-
barous ages, and totally unworthy the Head 
of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens 
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms 
against their Country, to become the execu-
tioners of their friends and Brethren, or to 
fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merci-
less Indian Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of 
all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We 
have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have 
been answered only by repeated injury. A 
Prince whose character is thus marked by 
every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to 
our British brethren. We have warned them 
from time to time of attempts by their legis-
lature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdic-
tion over us. We have reminded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settle-
ment here. We have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and we have con-
jured them by the ties of our common kin-
dred to disavow these usurpations, which, 
would inevitably interrupt our connections 
and correspondence. They too have been deaf 
to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the neces-
sity, which denounces our Separation, and 
hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, 
Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the 
united States of America, in General Con-
gress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 

intentions, do, in the Name, and by Author-
ity of the good People of these Colonies, sol-
emnly publish and declare, That these 
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are 
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection be-
tween them and the State of Great Britain, 
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 
as Free and Independent States, they have 
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, con-
tract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to 
do all other Acts and Things which Inde-
pendent States may of right do. And for the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reli-
ance on the protection of divine Providence, 
we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, 
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

The 56-signatures on the Declaration ap-
pear in the positions indicated: 

[COLUMN 1] 
Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, 

George Walton. 
[COLUMN 2] 

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph 
Hewes, John Penn. 

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas 
Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur 
Middleton. 

[COLUMN 3] 

Massachusetts: John Hancock. 
Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, 

Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton. 
Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry 

Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton. 

[COLUMN 4] 

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin 
rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, 
George Clymer, James Smith, George Tay-
lor, James Wilson, George Ross. 

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, 
Thomas McKean. 

[COLUMN 5] 

New York: William Floyd, Philip Living-
ston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris. 

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John 
Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, 
Abraham Clark. 

[COLUMN 6] 

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William 
Whipple. 

Massachusetts: Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry. 

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William 
Ellery. 

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Hun-
tington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott. 

New Hampshire: Matthew Thornton. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. FOSSELLA (at the request of 
Mr. ARMEY) for today and tomorrow on 
account of traveling abroad with a USO 
tour in support of American troops 
serving overseas. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and 
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