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SENATE—Thursday, July 1, 1999

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. We
have a guest Chaplain today, Rev. Ken-
neth Lyons, Greater New Bethel Bap-
tist Church, Jasper, TX. He is a guest
of Senator HUTCHISON.

We are glad to have you with us.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain, Rev. Kenneth
Lyons, offered the following prayer:

Our Father, Your name be exalted
above every name. Welcome in the
name of Your Son, Jesus. We thank
You for Your infinite love. You have
looked beyond our faults as a govern-
ment and a people and allowed us to
enjoy the blessing of freedom, spir-
itually and physically.

Dear God, guide the minds of these
Your ministers in the government of
our country. Keep them ever mindful
that they are instruments in Your
service and for Your people, so that
their lives may be peaceful in the
world.

Lord, keep these Senators of this
body and their families under Your
wing. Grant them courage and boldness
in this period of the history of our Na-
tion. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Sen-
ator HUTCHISON is designated to lead
the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Honorable KAy BAILEY
HUTCHISON, a Senator from the State of
Texas, led the Pledge of Allegiance, as
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader this morn-
ing, I make the following announce-
ment to the Senate:

This morning the Senate will debate
cloture on the motion to proceed to S.
557 for 1 hour, to be followed by a clo-
ture vote at 10:30 a.m. If cloture is in-
voked, the leader will file a cloture mo-
tion on the pending amendment to S.
557, the Social Security lockbox legis-

lation, and that cloture vote will occur
at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 16. Fol-
lowing that action, Senator SPECTER
will be recognized as if in morning
business for up to 30 minutes.

The Senate will then resume consid-
eration of the Treasury-Postal appro-
priations bill, with the hope of com-
pleting the bill during today’s session
of the Senate. Under a previous unani-
mous consent agreement, all amend-
ments must be offered by 11:30 a.m.
today. It may also be the intention of
the leader to debate and vote on the
Y2K conference report and to begin
consideration of any other appropria-
tions bills cleared for action. There-

fore, Senators can expect votes
throughout the day.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

CRAPO). The Senator from Texas is rec-
ognized.

———
REVEREND KENNETH LYONS

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
wish to make a comment about Rev-
erend Lyons, who just opened our Sen-
ate session with a prayer, because he is
a very special person to me and to the
State of Texas and really to all Ameri-
cans.

A little over a year ago, a heinous
crime was committed in the small
town of Jasper, TX, when James Byrd,
Jr., was brutally murdered simply be-
cause of his race, dragged to death by
three men in a pickup truck. The
senseless killing riveted the Nation and
many feared the outbreak of civil dis-
order. But Rev. Kenneth Lyons helped
still the troubled waters. He is pastor
of Greater New Bethel Baptist Church
where James Byrd’s family worshipped
every Sunday.

Pastor Lyons spoke fearlessly to peo-
ple of all races. He said, ‘“This must
have been a divine wake-up call to the
consciences of men. You can’t fight fire
with fire.”” He urged not vengeance but
harmony and peace.

Reverend Lyons’ wise leadership per-
sonified Abraham Lincoln’s call to the
“better angels of our nature.” He
helped unite the people of Jasper, TX,
in their commitment to equality and
justice, to rise above hatred and de-
spair.

Millions of Americans watched that
small town of Jasper, TX, as it came
together because of Reverend Lyons’
plea for redemption and healing. Be-
cause of his faith and eloquence, we are
better people.

RESPONSE IN JASPER, TEXAS

There are other heroes in Jasper, TX,
and it was one of the great moments of
my life to be able to go to Pastor

Lyons’ church and attend the burial
ceremony for James Byrd, Jr., and to
meet the kind of people who make this
country what it is. I met James Byrd,
Sr., and Mrs. Byrd, Renee Mullins,
James Byrd, Jr.’s daughter, and his
son. I met people who had just endured
something that none of us ever want to
have any of our family or friends ever
endure. James Byrd, Sr., was saying:
There is no hate here; there is love in
this family.

That was the beginning of the heal-
ing process not only in Jasper, TX, but
a model for America—when something
we cannot possibly understand hap-
pens, someone steps forward and says
we can’t let this tear all of us down.
James Byrd, Sr., started that process.

I want to talk about Billy Rowles,
the Jasper County sheriff, who did not
let one minute pass when he got that
call on that fateful Sunday morning
and he heard the beginning of what was
going to be a nightmare for his town.
Billy Rowles started making calls, and
he said: This is not going to stand. We
are going to have justice in Jasper
County. We are going to have justice
from what I am hearing over the phone
on Sunday morning. And because of
Billy Rowles’ leadership, justice is on
its way.

The mayor of Jasper is R.C. Horn. He
was right there on the phone talking to
Pastor Lyons, making calls to all of
the clergy in Jasper, TX, that Sunday
morning, setting the tone for what
would be the message: That this com-
munity is not a bad community and I
want every one of you in your pulpits
on Sunday morning to say this is a
community of love. Mayor Horn was
one of those people who started the
healing process.

Guy James Gray, the district attor-
ney of Jasper County, was not going to
let anything slip by. He was going to
make sure the people who perpetrated
this heinous crime would come to jus-
tice. Of the three people who have been
accused, thanks to the good work of
Guy James Gray, one has been con-
victed.

And there is Walter Diggles, the ex-
ecutive director of the Deep East Texas
Council of Governments, always there
behind the scenes, trying to help in
this first week when all of the atten-
tion was focused on Jasper, TX. Jasper,
TX, had never had the attention of the
world focused on it.

But because of Walter Diggles, Billy
Rowles, and Guy James Gray and
Mayor Horn and the James Byrd, Jr.
family, these people were able to with-
stand all the television cameras and all
the people who came from outside to
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give them advice they did not really
need because they knew what was the
right thing to do. They knew that to
keep their community together they
were going to have to talk about love,
not hate. They did not need anybody
coming in from outside to tell them
that because they were speaking from
the heart. They didn’t have focus
groups and they didn’t have advisers
and psychiatrists. They did not need
organizers and spinmeisters because
they were doing it from the heart. And
they have created a model that every
community will follow if it wants to
keep a community together after a ter-
rible tragedy.

I want to add one more to this list
because I have never seen anything
like what happened in the trial of the
first of those accused of this murder.
There you saw the father of the ac-
cused, named Ronald King, sitting in
the courtroom every day, absolutely
devastated by what his son was accused
of doing. This father, who adopted this
boy to give him a chance in life, sat in
that courtroom in support of his son,
but devastated at what he was hearing
in the courtroom. Mr. King came out of
that courthouse every day, and he said:
I don’t blame the Byrd family for any
bad feelings that they would have, and
I apologize to the Byrd family. I sup-
port my son and I love my son and I al-
ways will, Mr. King said, but he said I
understand how James Byrd, Sr. and
his family feel and my heart goes out
to them.

James Byrd, Sr. reached back to
Ronald King and he said: I understand
your pain. This is not your fault, and
we will be strong together.

Ronald King is a hero, too, because
what Pastor Lyons and the city of Jas-
per and all of those I have mentioned
have done for our country is to show us
that the spiritual community can
make a difference by preaching love
when there is a lot of opportunity for
hate, and how that divine love can
keep a community together, can make
us remember our strengths in this
country, and not dwell on the weak-
nesses.

I applaud Jasper, TX, and these lead-
ers and Pastor Lyons, whom we have
heard today; James Byrd, Sr. and his
family; and Ronald King, for showing
us that this is a great country and we
are going to take a terrible tragedy
and we are going to make this country
stronger, as I believe it is today, be-
cause of a very small group of people
who didn’t need national advisers to
tell them what was right. In fact, they
have shown us what is right about our
country.

Thank you, Mr. President.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.
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GUIDANCE FOR THE DESIGNATION
OF EMERGENCIES AS A PART OF
THE BUDGET PROCESS—Motion to
Proceed

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 1 hour for debate prior to
cloture vote on the motion to proceed.
The time will be equally divided be-
tween the two leaders.

The Senator from Michigan.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I
yield myself such time as I may need
to make an initial statement. Then we
will have speakers on our side and
work with the Democratic side to work
out the remainder of the time.

Today is the 73rd day since we began
the process of trying to move forward
with a Social Security lockbox. I
think, from every indication, we fi-
nally will begin to make some progress
this morning. I hope this will be a
rapid process from this point forward,
that things will not be delayed much
longer, and we can quickly come to
some type of agreement for orderly
consideration of this proposal.

It is vitally important we not delay
any longer. Since we introduced this
amendment on April 20, the following
has taken place: $22.2 billion more of
the Social Security surplus or almost
20 percent of this year’s surplus has
been put in danger of being raided. The
House voted 416 to 12 to pass their own
version of a lockbox, a version that we
could not consider in this body. The
President himself has endorsed the idea
of a lockbox and stated that Social Se-
curity taxes should be saved for Social
Security. Yesterday, the Democratic
leader indicated the Democrats would
not block this motion to proceed. So I
see this as a positive.

What I have to say is very simple. It
is clear that Americans, regardless of
where they might live, believe their
Social Security dollars ought to be
used for Social Security. I cannot
imagine there is a Member of the Sen-
ate who does not hear that message
when talking to seniors in their States
or, for that matter, when talking to
anyone who is paying payroll taxes.
The American people are frustrated
when they hear that money they send
here for Social Security is being spent
on other programs. To some extent,
this was justified during the period in
which we were running budget deficits.
But today we are not. Today we are
running surpluses. The latest news is
good news. It seems to me it even fur-
ther justifies creating a lockbox to
make sure none of these Social Secu-
rity dollars are any longer spent on
anything except Social Security. The
only way to do it, in my view, is to
pass legislation such as S. 557, such as
the proposal that will be before us
today.

So I ask my colleagues to not only
give us the chance to move forward on
this legislation but to work together to
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craft a proposal as soon as we possibly
can so we can be sure these Social Se-
curity dollars do not get spent on other
programs. It is a very attractive thing,
to talk of new programs, of expanding
existing programs, and so on, because
today we are in a period of economic
prosperity and we are running sur-
pluses. But we should take this oppor-
tunity, in my view, to at least fence off
the Social Security surplus so it can-
not be used for other programs. I am
hopeful today we can take an impor-
tant step toward that end so I can go
back to Michigan and tell the people in
my State their Social Security payroll
tax dollars are going to be protected.
That is what I want to do. I suspect
that is what a lot of other Members of
the Chamber want to do.

I am hopeful that after today, once
we get through the recess period, we
will move expeditiously to finish the
job. Social Security dollars ought to be
spent on Social Security. We should
move as quickly as possible to make
that the case. So I am very optimistic,
if we are successful with the cloture
vote today, we can move in that direc-
tion.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time? The Senator from
Michigan.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I

yield such time as he may need to the
Senator from Missouri.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri is recognized.

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from Michigan for
his outstanding Ileadership on this
issue.

Today the Senate will vote for the
fifth time to stop filibusters on legisla-
tion to protect Social Security trust
funds. It is time for us to stop, to end
the delay. It is time for us to align our-
selves with the American people who
overwhelmingly want us to protect the
money they put into the Social Secu-
rity trust fund and to reserve it for So-
cial Security payments. We should pass
this bill so protecting Social Security
will be the law of the land. It is time to
build a tough law, a firewall if you will,
between politicians’ desires to spend
and the Social Security trust fund.

There is no addiction more pervasive
in this city than the spending of
money. It is a tough habit to break,
but we are in a position to do so. We
are in a position to say we can manage
our affairs without this money; let us
make a commitment forever to break
this habit of spending the Social Secu-
rity trust funds.

President Clinton’s proposed budget
in January would have spent $158 bil-
lion in Social Security surplus over the
next 5 years out of the trust fund, but,
thank goodness, this last week Presi-
dent Clinton announced that he does
not want to do that. That concept is no
longer his plan. Instead of spending
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