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home care providers were having, par-
ticularly cost efficient home care pro-
viders like her own. Last week Ms. 
Stock called to let me know that she 
has resigned from her job because she 
did not feel that she could ask her staff 
to implement regulations such as 
OASIS (Outcome and Assessment Infor-
mation Set) and the 15 minute incre-
ment home health reporting require-
ment. It is tragic that a committed 
health care provider such as Linda 
Stock would feel the need to resign 
from her job rather than implement 
regulations which she believed were 
unfair to both beneficiaries and pro-
viders. 

So what can be done in the face of 
these problems? I believe that the bill 
we are introducing today, if enacted, 
could go a long way towards helping 
Ms. Stock and others like her. 

Last year I worked on a bill with 
Senator COLLINS to revise the payment 
formula used to calculate the per bene-
ficiary limit. That bill would have cre-
ated new winners and losers under the 
IPS. This year’s bill does not attempt 
to revise the formula, and therefore 
avoids the formula fight which made 
action on this issue so difficult last 
year. Our new bill makes needed ad-
justments to the Balanced Budget Act 
of 1997 and related federal regulations. 

Though technical in nature, I would 
like to read the major provisions found 
in the bill: 

(1) The bill will eliminate the auto-
matic 15 per cent reduction in Medi-
care home health payments now sched-
uled for October 1, 2000. 

(2) The bill will provide supplemental 
payments to home health agencies on a 
patient by patient basis if the cost of 
care for an individual is considered by 
the Secretary to be significantly high-
er than average due to the patient’s 
particular health and functional condi-
tion. 

(3) The bill will increase the per ben-
eficiary cost limit for agencies with 
limits below the national average to 
the national average cost per patient 
over a three year period or until the 
Medicare home health prospective pay-
ment system is implemented. 

(4) The bill will revise the surety 
bond requirement for home health 
agencies to more appropriately target 
fraud 

(5) The bill will extend the IPS over-
payment recoupment period to three 
years without interest 

(6) The bill will eliminate the 15 
minute incremental reporting period 

(7) The bill temporarily maintains 
the Periodic Interim Payment (PIP) 
program, a program that permits 
HCFA to make payments to agencies- 
based on historical payment levels— 
prior to the final settlement of claims 
and cost reports. 

I believe that this bill provides an op-
portunity for us to move forward in 
solving some of the problems caused by 

the Balanced Budget Act. We should 
pass this common sense bill that will 
ensure that home care is accessible to 
those seniors who so desperately need 
it. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, June 30, 1999, the federal debt 
stood at $5,638,780,248,334.54 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred thirty-eight billion, 
seven hundred eighty million, two hun-
dred forty-eight thousand, three hun-
dred thirty-four dollars and fifty-four 
cents). 

One year ago, June 30, 1998, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,547,935,000,000 
(Five trillion, five hundred forty-seven 
billion, nine hundred thirty-five mil-
lion). 

Five years ago, June 30, 1994, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,645,802,000,000 
(Four trillion, six hundred forty-five 
billion, eight hundred two million). 

Ten years ago, June 30, 1989, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,799,923,000,000 (Two 
trillion, seven hundred ninety-nine bil-
lion, nine hundred twenty-three mil-
lion). 

Twenty-five years ago, June 30, 1974, 
the federal debt stood at $476,006,000,000 
(Four hundred seventy-six billion, six 
million) which reflects a debt increase 
of more than $5 trillion— 
$5,162,774,248,334.54 (Five trillion, one 
hundred sixty-two billion, seven hun-
dred seventy-four million, two hundred 
forty-eight thousand, three hundred 
thirty-four dollars and fifty-four cents) 
during the past 25 years. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in the executive session the Pre-
siding Officer laid before the Senate 
messages from the President of the 
United States submitting sundry nomi-
nations which were referred to the ap-
propriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hanrahan, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bills, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 66. An act to preserve the cultural re-
sources of the Route 66 corridor and to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to pro-
vide assistance. 

H.R. 592. An act to designate a portion of 
Gateway National Recreation Area as 
‘‘World War Veterans park at Miller Field.’’ 

H.R. 791. An act to amend the National 
Trails System Act to designate the route of 
the War of 1812 British invasion of Maryland 
and Washington, District of Columbia, and 
the route of the American defense, for study 
for potential addition to the national trails 
systems. 

H.R. 1218. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit taking minors 
across State lines in circumvention of laws 
requiring the involvement of parents in abor-
tion decisions. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
775) to establish certain procedures for 
civil actions brought for damages re-
lating to the failure for civil actions 
brought for damages relating to the 
failure of any device or system to proc-
ess or otherwise deal with the transi-
tion from the year 1999 to the year 200, 
and for other purposes. 

At 6:45 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hanrahan, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House in-
sists upon its amendment to the bill (S. 
1059) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal years 2000 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year for the Armed Forces, 
and for other purposes, disagreed to by 
the Senate, and agrees to the con-
ference asked by the Senate on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on; and appoints the following Mem-
bers as the managers of the conference 
on the part of the Houses: 

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; for consideration of the Senate 
bill and the House amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Mr. SPENCE, Mr. STUMP, Mr. 
HUNTER, Mr. BATEMAN, Mr. HANSEN, 
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
HEFLEY, Mr. SAXTON, Mr. BUYER, Mrs. 
FOWLER, Mr. McHUGH, Mr. TALENT, Mr. 
EVERETT, Mr. BARLETT of Maryland, 
Mr. McKEON, Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma, 
Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. HOSTETTLER, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. HILLEARY, Mr. SKEL-
TON, Mr. SISISKY, Mr. SPRATT, Mr. 
ORTIZ, Mr. PICKETT, Mr. EVANS, Mr. 
TAYLOR of Mississippi, Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. UNDERWOOD, 
Mr. REYES, Mr. TURNER, Ms. SANCHEZ, 
Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr. ANDREWS, and Mr. 
LARSON. 

From the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, for consider-
ation of matters within the jurisdic-
tion of that committee under clause 11 
of rule X: Mr. GOSS, Mr. LEWIS of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. DIXON. 

From the Committee on Banking and 
Financial Services, for consideration of 
section 1059 of the Senate bill, and sec-
tion 1409 of the House bill, and modi-
fications committed to conference: Mr. 
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