July 1, 1999

The great glory of the American people is
not that we have prospered without chal-
lenge, but that we have prospered through
challenge. That is your heritage, and this is
the sturdy foundation on which you stand
today.

You are promising young men and women
who have made your parents, your siblings
your friends, and even the faculty of this
great university enormously proud of you.

An extraordinary new world beckons you,
and a few ancient miseries still beg you for
relief. You are like Mr. Jefferson’s Crops of
Discovery, a small intrepid band venturing
into the unknown, as well prepared as you
can be but with no reliable map to guide you
through the undiscovered country that is the
future.

Congratulations, and may you live of suc-
cess, service, and grace.

God bless you all.

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS S. HOUGH
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the outstanding work of Thomas S.
Hough and his son Thomas W. Hough of
Carrollton, IL for their role as longtime pillars
of their community. The father and son team
have worked together for years to create both
a prosperous present and future for Carrollton
Bank and the community it serves. When
asked about his favorite part of his job the fa-
ther stated, “The customers become your
friends, that's one of the best things about the
business.”

The father son team has always found time
to be involved in the community. The father
has served on the Carrollton Park Board, the
Presbyterian church in Carrollton and the
Thomas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital board,
among others. The son is also actively in-
volved with the community serving on the
board for the District 1 Foundation which pro-
vides scholarships for local students as well
as many other educational and civic groups.
The residents of Carrollton and other commu-
nities throughout lllinois look forward to their
continual dedication to community banking
and the neighborhoods they serve.

———

HONORING BESHAR SAIDI ON HIS
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer a warm welcome home to Beshar
Saidi, an American citizen returning to the
United States after being held captive for over
a year. His story has touched people across
the country, and he has remained in the
thoughts and prayers of all those who have
had the pleasure of knowing him. | would like
to recognize Mr. Saidi for his courage in the
darkest of moments.

On June 25, 1999, Beshar Saidi finally was
released. | wish him Godspeed as he reunites
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with his wife and newborn son and am thank-
ful for the happy ending to this tragic situation.

DR. CAMILIO RICORDI AND DR.
NORMA KENYON DISCOVER A PO-
TENTIAL CURE FOR DIABETES

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today |
am honored to commend Dr. Camilo Ricordi
and Dr. Norma Kenyon for their exceptional
work in the field of medical research. Through
ongoing study at the University of Miami,
these two doctors have brought the medical
world one step closer to finding a cure for dia-
betes.

Dr. Ricordi and Dr. Kenyon recently re-
ported on the experiments which they have
been conducting involving anti-CD154. This
artificially made antibody has succeeded in
curing monkeys from potentially fatal cases of
diabetes. Such drugs will replace the more
harmful and less successful versions which
are presently being used. This will allow pa-
tients with the most dangerous forms of diabe-
tes to lead a normal, healthy life without de-
pending on needles and insulin.

It is only through their hard work and dedi-
cation to improving the lives of diabetics that
Dr. Ricordi and Dr. Kenyon’s have made such
strides in finding a cure to a debilitating dis-
ease. The full report is expected to be pub-
lished later this year in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

| ask that my Congressional colleagues join
me in congratulating the incredible achieve-
ment in medical research of Dr. Ricordi and
Dr. Kenyon of the University of Miami.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEDICA-
TION OF THE CARL MACKLEY
APARTMENT COMPLEX

HON. ROBERT A. BORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the official dedication of the Carl
Mackley Apartments. | was proud to join the
people of Philadelphia and AFL—CIO President
John J. Sweeney to christen the development.

The Carl Mackley Apartments opened in
1935 and were developed by the Philadelphia
based American Federation of Hosiery Work-
ers. The development was the first to be fund-
ed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Public
Works Administration, and was a unique ex-
ample of union-sponsored housing. Despite its
focus on providing low-rent housing, the com-
plex had many amenities, including a nursery
school, pool, bakery, candy shop, and barber
and tailor. Its design fostered a community
spirit and the residents contributed to the com-
plex and each others lives.

After two decades of neglect the complex
was suffering from decay and became a
source of blight in the neighborhood. In 1998
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Canus Corp. of Manayunk and Altman Gen-
eral Corp. of Glenside took over the buildings
and did a gut renovation, completely rehabili-
tating the complex. Half of the apartments are
government subsidized and the others are re-
served for low-income families, they expect
them to be fully occupied by the end of July.

Mr. Speaker, | would especially like to rec-
ognize the exceptional work of a member of
my staff, Rosemary Farnon. As a former resi-
dent of the complex, Rosemary had a great in-
terest in its revival. Through her role as Presi-
dent of the Juniata Park Civic Association,
Rosemary worked with the developers and the
community to facilitate dialog between the two
parties. She made sure that the voices of local
residents were heard, and that they were in-
formed about the rehabilitation of the commu-
nity and the opportunities that it would offer. |
commend her hard work and dedication to the
neighborhood, and | am proud to have her as
a member of my staff.

The Carl Mackley Apartments are a great
example of community spirit and cooperation.
The change in the neighborhood has been
dramatic, and it has provided a place to live
for people that need temporary assistance as
well as those working families who need af-
fordable housing. After being placed on the
National Register of Historical Places and un-
dergoing a $20 million renovation, the build-
ings were dedicated on Monday. | was ex-
tremely proud to be a part of the dedication
ceremony and look forward to seeing Carl
Mackleys’ precedent of community spirit con-
tinue on. | would also like to insert for the
RECORD an article from the Philadelphia In-
quirer regarding this historical landmark.

[From the Philadelphia Inquirer, June 25,
1999]
(By Julie Stoiber)

In January 1935, when the Carl Mackley
Houses opened, thousands of people con-
verged on Juniata Park to tour the new
apartment complex.

The four handsome, low-rise buildings took
up a full city block at M and Bristol Streets,
and were separated by greens and walkways
that lent a campus-like air.

Considering the amenities the Mackley
apartments offered in Depression-era Amer-
ica, it was no wonder there was a waiting
list. Residents of the 284 units could take a
dip in the apartment’s in-ground swimming
pool and clean their clothes in rooftop laun-
dries equipped with electric washers. ‘‘From
our point of view, it was an ideal situation,”
said William Rafsky, a resident from 1946 to
1954.

One other thing made it stand out: It was
affordable.

Contrary to what its amenities would sug-
gest, Carl Mackley was designed for the
working-class. Its owner and developer was
the American Federation of Hosiery Work-
ers, a Philadelphia-based union that saw low-
rent apartments as a way to help the many
hosiery workers who were losing their jobs
and homes.

This rare example of union-sponsored hous-
ing also had the distinction of being the first
low-rent development funded by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Public Works Ad-
ministration. Six decades later, the Carl
Mackley complex is again in the spotlight.
After years of private ownership and neglect,
the complex, which is on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, has undergone a $20
million renovation and on Monday will be re-
dedicated.
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Again, a labor union is playing a major
role. Again, the butterscotch-brick buildings
will be home to those in need of affordable
housing. And although the pool is gone and
the airy laundries are sealed, the community
building, the pool is gone and the airy laun-
dries are sealed, the community building,
where residents once gathered to watch mov-
ies, take classes and participate in the man-
agement of the complex, will again be a cen-
ter of activity.

“This was exciting work, about as good as
it gets,” said Noel Eisenstat, head of the
Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority,
which has been helping to engineer the
apartment’s revival for more than five
years—wresting the property from the owner
through HUD foreclosure and then bank-
ruptcy, selecting a private developer and
courting the AFL-CIO’s Housing Investment
Trust, which loaned more than $26 million in
union pension funds for construction and
rent subsidies.

“The alternative was a sheriff’s sale,”
Eisenstat said, ‘‘where they sell it to a devel-
oper, but without the resources to develop
it.”

The apartment building’s place in history
was a prime motivator for both Eisenstat
and Stephen Coyle, head of the Housing In-
vestment Trust, but there was another force
at work: The once-esteemed complex—
praised by the New Deal president himself—
was, in its decayed state, dragging down the
stable rowhouse neighborhood that had
grown up around it.

‘“‘Every once in a while a project comes by
that gives you that extra sense of purpose
and meaning,” Coyle said. ‘‘Everyone wanted
this to happen.”’

“Of all the things we’ve done, this will
stand out,”” he said. ‘It rekindled people’s in-
terest in affordable housing. There’s a lore
about this project.”

It was in 1933 that John Edelman, sec-
retary of the hosiery union, became inter-
ested in easing the housing crisis for union
members.

“They were a very progressive group,” said
Rafsky, who was a union official before join-
ing city government.

Edelman formed a core of supporters who
shared his vision, including Oskar Stonorov
and Alfred Kastner, two emigre architects
with experience in designing European work-
er-style housing, and William Jeanes, a
wealthy Quaker and well-known champion of
low-cost housing who was the complex’s first
manager.

Philadelphia Mayor Hampton Moore
branded the idea communistic and tried to
block its construction. Edelman prevailed.

The buildings Stonorov and Kastner de-
signed were early American examples of the
sleek, unadorned International Style of ar-
chitecture (the PSFS tower at 12th and Mar-
ket Streets is another). The complex was
called ‘‘daringly contemporary’ and al-
though it was not universally acclaimed, it
was featured in The Architectural Record.

To add to the allure, the development was
named for a local labor hero, Carl Mackley,
a 22-year-old hosiery worker from Xen-
sington who was shot to death by non-union
workers during a strike in 1930 and whose fu-
neral in McPherson Square, according to
news reports, attracted 25,000 people.

The apartments were tiny, in part to foster
community spirit by pushing people into the
common areas. Rafsky remembers that in
warm weather, people would drag their beach
chairs out to the lawns. With a nursery
school, library, grocery store, candy shop,
bakery, barber and tailor on site, residents
had many of life’s necessities at hand.
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A one-bedroom apartment rented for $22.50
a month. Hosiery workers lived in many of
the units, but the complex was also open to
others. In the late 1960s, with the hosiery
union in decline, the Carl Mackley complex
was sold.

It became the Greenway Court Apart-
ments. A botched roofing job in the 1980s cre-
ated a serious mildew problem in the com-
plex. Occupancy declined, rents rose and the
last owner’s finances crashed.

Rosemary Farnon, a 20-year resident of Ju-
niata Park and head of its civic association,
remembers how distraught neighbors were as
they watched the complex deteriorate
through the ’80s and early ’90s.

Trash piled up on balconies, laundry was
draped over railings, screens fell out and
weren’t replaced, there were bedsheets in-
stead of curtains in some of the windows,
and it seemed the police were always re-
sponding to disturbances there.

On several occasions, Farnon remembered,
tenants blocked traffic to get the landlord’s
attention when their heat went off in winter.

“It was a grand place, and it really fell
into deplorable condition,” said Farnon, who
lived in the complex in the late 70s and now
owns a home in the neighborhood. ‘‘The last
straw was they had a boiler explosion there
and things really seemed to move forward.”

In February 1998, neighbors watched with
interest as the new owners—the Canus Corp
of Manayunk and Altman General Corp. of
Glenside—began the renovation, relocating
tenants as one building was finished and an-
other begun.

“We did what we call a gut-rehab,” said
Susan Rabinovitch, president of Canus. ‘“We
knocked things down and made things big-
ger.”

The number of apartments was reduced
from 284 to 184. The old units, Rabinovitch
said, ‘“‘were functionally obsolete’ because of
their small size and lack of closet space. ‘“‘In
the ’30s, people lived very differently.”’

Three-bedroom apartments used to be 675
square feet. Now, the smallest apartment in
the complex is 721 square feet, the largest
1,200 square feet.

“I lived in a three-bedroom that now is a
one-bedroom,” said Patricia Harris, a former
resident of the complex and its manager for
the last six years.

She recalled the old days: ‘“‘Forget closet
space, forget even putting a bureau in your
bedroom.”’

Half the units in the complex are govern-
ment-subsidized, and all of those are taken,
Harris said. The rest are reserved for people
of low to moderate income; a family of four,
for example, can’t have household income
over $33,360.

“We’re expecting to be fully occupied by
the end of July,” Harris said.

The change in the neighborhood is dra-
matic, said Farnon. ‘“You know how when
you get dressed up you feel good? That’s how
I see the Mackley.”’

On Monday, at the dedication, AFL-CIO
President John J. Sweeney will speak, and
the development will be officially christened
Carl Mackley Apartments.

Once the complex is fully occupied, Farnon
plans to go in and encourage residents to or-
ganize a community association.

A spirit of community, she said, is the best
way to ensure that the bad part of the
complex’s intriguing history does not repeat
itself.
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IN TRIBUTE TO CHARLES W.
GILCHRIST

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring to
our colleagues’ attention a remarkable public
servant who lost a heroic battle with cancer on
June 24. Charles W. Gilchrist, a Democrat,
served as the county executive in Montgomery
County, MD, from 1978 to 1986.

I never knew Charlie Gilchrist, but | followed
his career because just by chance, we hap-
pened to be on the same train to New York
City after Election Day in 1978. He was cele-
brating that day his victory as the new Mont-
gomery County executive. | was getting away
for a few days with my wife after having lost
the election to be the representative for Vir-
ginia’s 10th Congressional District.

| never spoke to him on the train, but | saw
his joy and followed his career from my van-
tage point across the river in Virginia. And
what impressed me the most about this coura-
geous politician is that in 1986 he walked
away from elected office to a higher calling.
There was no doubt this popular man would
have been reelected and probably could have
gone on to other elected positions. But when
his second term ended, he announced he
would leave and study for the priesthood.

And for the rest of his life cut short by can-
cer, he served God. He worked in the inner
city Chicago helping recovering alcoholics and
drug addicts. Most recently, he devoted his
energy to working on public housing problems
in central Baltimore.

| would like to share with our colleagues two
articles from the June 26, 1999, edition of The
Washington Post which give more insight into
the life and work of this unique man.

[From The Washington Post, June 26, 1999]
THE MIRACLE OF CHARLIE GILCHRIST

A HUMBLE MAN, HE TURNED FROM POLITICS TO
THE MINISTRY
(By Frank Ahrens)

In 1984, Charlie Gilchrist—halfway through
his second term as Montgomery County ex-
ecutive and seemingly poised to run for gov-
ernor—shocked everyone around him by an-
nouncing that he was training to become an
Episcopal priest. Once ordained, he lived in
the lost neighborhoods of Chicago and Balti-
more, ministering to the wretched, walking
streets that had no trees but plenty of guns
and drugs. He was so happy in the Lord’s
service, he was sometimes described as ‘‘bea-
tific.”

Over the past 35 years, Gilchrist trans-
formed himself from a tax lawyer into a poli-
tician, then from a politician into a priest.
Over the past few months, he was trying to
become a recovering cancer patient.

He didn’t quite make it.

On Thursday night, at around 11, Gilchrist
lay in a bed at Johns Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore and quietly exhaled one final
time. He was 62. Phoebe, his wife of 37 years,
was at his bedside, along with his sister,
Janet.

No one was Kkidding himself—everyone
knew Gilchrist was terminal when he was di-
agnosed with pancreatic cancer in February.
He was so weak that doctors suggested hos-
pice care for the dying cleric. Since then,
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