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3. Furthermore, support the rehabilitation of 

the Kosovo area in coordination with inter-
national long-term recovery programs when 
the peace plan is implemented. 

‘‘We earnestly hope that the above-men-
tioned aid will contribute to the promotion of 
the peace plan for Kosovo. I wish all the refu-
gees an early return to their safe and peaceful 
Kosovo homes.’’ 

This important announcement demonstrates 
the dedication of democratic Taiwan to the 
promotion of peace in the Balkan region and 
to the return of the Kosovo refugees. I am 
pleased that Taiwan has chosen to assume 
such an active and praiseworthy role in issues 
of concern to the international community. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
AUTHORIZING CONGRESS TO 
PROHIBIT THE PHYSICAL DESE-
CRATION OF THE FLAG OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 1999 

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, to an over-
whelming majority of the American people, the 
flag has almost a sacred meaning that words 
cannot adequately define—something that 
stands for the country’s most fundamental 
principles of justice and opportunity and for 
the millions of men and women who have 
made freedom possible by defending these 
principles. 

Opponents of our amendment believe flag 
desecration should be allowed as a right of 
free expression. While I understand their posi-
tion, I strongly disagree with it. 

Preventing someone from burning and 
multilating the flag in public does not diminish 
the values on which the country is founded, in-
cluding free expression. Instead, by protecting 
the flag, I believe we uphold these values, we 
honor them, we strengthen them. 

Throughout history, in fact, our country has 
recognized certain limitations on freedom of 
expression, including libel and slander laws, 
laws protecting the nation’s security, and laws 
to keep tax returns confidential. Until 1990, 
when the Supreme Court issued its ruling in a 
close 5–4 vote, anti-flag descration laws were 
considered a legitimate exception by the court. 

By passing this amendment, we can restore 
the historic respect that we pay to the coun-
try’s ideals and to the service and sacrifice 
that it has taken to keep them secure. 
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WARTIME VIOLATION OF ITALIAN 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 1999 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleague from New York, Congressman 
LAZIO, to introduce the Wartime Violation of 
Italian American Civil Liberties Act. This legis-

lation brings to light a tragic episode in our na-
tion’s history when Italian Americans were 
considered enemy aliens. The civil liberty 
abuses that Italian Americans suffered during 
this time period are not well documented and 
are not well known, but they did occur and the 
truth about this story, Una Storia Segreta—the 
Secret Story, must be told. 

December 7, 1941 is a date that is very well 
known, it is the day that the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor. What is not so well 
known is that on that day Italian Americans 
became enemy aliens. FBI agents, military 
personnel, and local police began rounding up 
Italians labeled subversive and dangerous. 
Ironically, some of those labeled dangerous 
aliens had fought alongside the United States 
Armed Forces during World War I. Even more 
ironic is the fact that many Italians deemed 
enemy aliens had sons in the United States 
Armed Services fighting to protect the free-
doms that were being taken away from their 
parents. Such is the case with Joe Ardent. Joe 
entered the service and did not know until he 
returned home that his father had been re-
stricted, fired from his job, and considered an 
enemy alien. 

Mr. Speaker, during World War II, 600,000 
Italian Americans were classified as enemy 
aliens, more than 10,000 were forcibly evicted 
from their homes, 52,000 were subject to strict 
curfew regulations and hundreds were shipped 
to internment camps without due process. 
These civil liberty abuses stretched from coast 
to coast as California fishermen had their fish-
ing boats confiscated and were either interned 
or forced to relocate, while on the east coast, 
Ellis Island, the world renowned symbol of 
freedom and democracy, became a detention 
center for enemy aliens. No Italian was ex-
empt from these injustices. Ezio Pinza, the 
star of ‘‘South Pacific’’ and the singer of the 
signature hit ‘‘Some Enchanted Evening’’ was 
detained at Ellis Island. Pinza was accused of 
altering the tempo of his voice in order to send 
messages to the Italian government. Although 
these charges were clearly ludicrous, it took 
several high powered attorneys and two hear-
ings to prevent him from being interned. 

We must ensure that these terrible events 
will never be perpetrated again. We must 
safeguard the individual rights of all Americans 
from arbitrary persecution or no American will 
ever be secure. The least our government can 
do is try to right this terrible wrong by ac-
knowledging the fact that these events did 
occur. To that end, this legislation calls on the 
Department of Justice to prepare a com-
prehensive report detailing the government’s 
unjust policies and practices during this time 
period. Included in the report will be an exam-
ination of ways in which civil liberties can be 
safeguarded during times of national emer-
gencies. This report is essential in order to en-
sure that our history is well documented as 
those who do not learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation also calls on 
the President, on behalf of the United States 
government, to formally acknowledge our gov-
ernment’s systematic denial of basic human 
rights and freedoms to one of the largest eth-
nic communities in the United States. As we 
begin our Fourth of July recess, let us take 
this opportunity to reflect upon the debt we 

owe the Italian American community and en-
sure that the American public recognizes 
these injustices of the past in order to prevent 
them in the future. Sixty two of my colleagues 
have joined me in cosponsoring this bill, and 
I ask you Mr. Speaker, and the rest of my col-
leagues to support this important legislation. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ARCTIC 
TUNDRA HABITAT CONSERVA-
TION ACT 

HON. JIM SAXTON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 1999 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce the Arctic Tundra Habitat Emer-
gency Conservation Act. This legislation will 
address the devastating impact that an ex-
ploding population of light geese is having on 
the fragile Canadian Arctic tundra. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been 
monitoring light geese populations for over 50 
years. During that time, the population that mi-
grates in the Mid-Continent region has in-
creased from 800,000 birds in 1969 to more 
than 5 million geese today. This population is 
projected to increase more than five percent 
each year and, in the absence of new wildlife 
management actions, there will be more than 
6.8 million breeding light geese in three years. 

While these geese are fully protected under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, this un-
precedented population explosion is creating 
serious problems. The geese’s appetite for 
Arctic coastal tundra has created a strip of 
desert stretching 2,000 miles in Canada. 
These birds are world-class foragers, and their 
favorite foods are found in the 135,000 acres 
that comprise the Hudson Bay Lowland Salt 
Marsh ecosystem. In fact, they like this vege-
tation so much they are eating it much faster 
than its ability to regrow. These geese are lit-
erally eating themselves out of house and 
home and, in the process, destroying thou-
sands of acres of essential, irreplaceable nest-
ing habitat. These wetlands are critical to the 
survival of not only light geese but hundreds 
of other migratory species including brants, 
black ducks, mallards, and dozens of song-
birds. 

According to various scientists, one-third of 
the lowlands habitat has been destroyed, one- 
third is on the brink of devastation, and the re-
maining one-third is overgrazed. 

In response to this growing crisis, represent-
atives from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Canadian Wildlife Service, various State fish 
and game agencies, and nongovernmental or-
ganizations including Ducks Unlimited and the 
National Audubon Society formed the Arctic 
Goose Habitat Working Group. This ad hoc 
group met over a period of many months, and 
the results of their deliberations were incor-
porated within a report entitled ‘‘Arctic Eco-
system in Peril’’. While this report issued in 
1997 contained a number of recommenda-
tions, its clear conclusion was that the popu-
lation of light geese must be immediately re-
duced by at least 5 to 15 percent each year. 
This report stated: ‘‘This habitat damage is in-
creasing in extent and will not be corrected or 
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