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Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I am
pleased that the Senate is finally con-
sidering managed care reform legisla-
tion. I believe that the Democratic
version of the Patients’ Bill of Rights
is the right vehicle on which to bring
reform to the nation.

Our colleague from Virginia, Mr.
ROBB, has offered an amendment that
highlights an important aspect of man-
aged care that needs to be fine-tuned,
and that is women’s access to health
care. This amendment would allow a
woman to designate her obstetrician/
gynecologist (ob/gyn) as her primary
care provider and to seek care from her
ob/gyn  without needing to get
preauthorization from the plan or from
her primary care provider. Even
though many women consider their ob/
gyn as their regular doctor, a number
of plans require women to first see
their primary care provider before see-
ing their ob/gyn. This means that a
costly and potentially dangerous level
of delay is built into the system for
women. This amendment would allow a
woman’s ob/gyn to refer her to other
specialists and order tests without
jumping through the additional hoop of
visiting the general practitioner.

This amendment would also address
the care a woman receives when under-
going the traumatic surgery of mastec-
tomy. This provision would leave the
decision about how long a woman
would stay in the hospital following a
mastectomy up to the physician and
the woman. Some plans have required
that this major surgery be done on an
outpatient basis. In other instances,
women have been sent home shortly
after the procedure with tubes still in
their bodies and still feeling the effects
of anesthesia. This should not be al-
lowed to happen. Plans should not put
concern about costs before the well-
being of women.

The Republican bill does not provide
women with sufficient access to care.
Plans would not be required to allow
women to choose their ob/gyn as their
primary care provider. In addition, the
Republican bill would allow health
plans to limit women’s direct access to
her ob/gyn to routine care which could
potentially be defined by a plan as one
visit a year. In addition, ‘‘drive-
through mastectomies’” would not be
prevented under their bill.

Mr. President, the Robb amendment
contains commonsense protections
women need and deserve. I urge my col-

leagues to support this important
amendment.
I yield the floor.
———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 12:30
having arrived, the Senate will now
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15
p.m.
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Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:36 p.m.,
recessed until 2:16 p.m.; whereupon the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
BENNETT).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
New Hampshire is recognized to speak
for up to 45 minutes.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask I be recognized for a
period of time, approximately 45 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the order, the Senator from New Hamp-
shire is recognized for 45 minutes.

LEAVING THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY, A DECISION OF CON-
SCIENCE

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, as many of you know, it has
been a very difficult period of time for
me these past several days. I want to
recognize the sacrifices of my wife and
three children over the past several
weeks as I agonized through this gut-
wrenching political decision. My wife,
Mary Jo, and my daughter, Jenny, and
son, Bobby, and son, Jason, have had to
endure the ups and the downs and the
difficulties of making such a decision. I
am deeply grateful to them for their
support and comfort because, without
them, I could not really have gotten
through it all.

My first political memories are of
talking to my grandfather, who was a
died-in-the-wool Republican. He always
said he would vote for a gorilla on the
Republican ticket if he had to. I re-
member conversations with him about
the Dewey-Truman campaign. He was
obviously for Dewey. It didn’t work out
very well. But I can also remember
having conversations with my class-
mates, telling them that I, too, was for
Dewey and explaining why I was for
Dewey in that election.

At that time I was 7 years old. Years
went by, and, in 1952, in the Eisen-
hower-Stevenson election, I was 11
years old. I bet a friend, who lived
down the road and had a farm, a dollar
versus a chicken that EHEisenhower
would win the election. I won, and my
grandfather immediately drove me
down to my neighbor’s farm to pick up
the chicken I had won. The young
man’s parents graciously acknowledged
that I won the bet and provided me a
nice barred rock hen that laid a lot of
eggs over the next year or so.
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In 1956, I volunteered to pass out lit-
erature for Eisenhower, and, as a col-
lege student, I worked for Nixon in
1964. But 1964 was the first election I
voted in. Barry Goldwater’s campaign
was the one that really sparked my
conservative passions. I worked as a
volunteer in the Nixon campaigns in
1968 and 1972, but it wasn’t like the
Goldwater campaign. I remember walk-
ing into the booth, saying, this is a
man I really believe in, and I said I
really felt good about that vote.

In 1976, these conservative passions
were again awakened while I worked
for the conservative Ronald Reagan in
the New Hampshire primaries against
the incumbent President of the United
States, Gerald Ford—not an easy thing
to do for a lot of us who were basically
grassroots idealists, if you will, who
believed that Ronald Reagan should
win that primary. In those days I was
not a political operative; I was not a
Senator; I was not a candidate; I was
not an elected official. I was a teacher,
a coach, a school board member, hus-
band, father, small businessman—just
an ordinary guy who cared about his
country. I got involved because I cared,
and I believed deeply in the Republican
Party.

I came to this party on principle,
pretty much initiating with Barry
Goldwater but certainly finalized with
Ronald Reagan. I was disappointed in
Reagan’s loss in 1976 because I believed
that grassroots conservatives in the
party, who had worked so hard for
Reagan, lost to what I considered the
party elitists, the establishment, who
were there for Ford because he was
President, not with the same passion
that was out there for Reagan.

Watching that convention in 1976, I
remember those enthusiastic grass-
roots party members who were unable
to defeat that party machinery that
was so firmly behind the incumbent
President. I remember seeing the tears
in their eyes, and the passion. It was a
difficult decision. It was close, as we
all remember—just a few delegates.
That was 1976. At that time, as a result
of the election, it inspired me to run
for political office for the first time.

When Reagan sought the nomination
again in 1980 I ran in the primary, hop-
ing to be part of this great Reagan rev-
olution. Reagan was pro-life. He was
for strengthening our military. He was
anti-Communist. He was patriotic. He
brought the best out in the American
people. I was excited. In all those years
that Reagan was President, the criti-
cism, the hostile questions, the polit-
ical cheap shots, he rose above it all.
And most of them, indeed probably all
who criticized him, weren’t qualified to
kiss the hem of his garment. He rose
above them all. He was the best.

As a result of that, I began a grass-
roots campaign in 1979, and I lost by
about a thousand votes with seven or
eight candidates in the race, including
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