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hangings.” And this deals with drug
trafficking which has prompted crimes.
Let me read from this: ‘“Many islands
have witnessed rapid increases in mur-
ders and other violent crime over the
past decade. Murders in Jamaica last
year averaged 2.6 a day, twice the level
of 10 years ago. Murders have doubled
in Trinidad and Tobago over the past b
years, with many of those linked to
narcotics smuggling, say officials.”

So they have a treatment, and the
treatment really cuts down on recidi-
vism, and that is hanging, which is
being demanded by these nations that
have also felt this scourge of illegal
narcotics.

Mr. Speaker, I like to provide Mem-
bers of Congress and the American peo-
ple with little updates on what is going
on in the war on drugs and how others
from time to time approach this seri-
ous problem. Not that I recommend
any of these procedures or remedies
that I have reported here tonight. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my colleagues for
their indulgence, and I will return
again next week.

————
TITLE IX AND WOMEN’S SPORTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, one of the most exciting
sporting events of all time took place
in Pasadena’s famed Rose Bowl. Over
90,000 spectators, a record attendance
for a women’s sports contest, saw the
United States women’s soccer team de-
feat China on penalty kicks. Many mil-
lions more around the world saw this
thrilling match on television. In this
country television ratings were higher
than for the National Hockey League
finals and most of the National Basket-
ball Association playoffs.

I congratulate all the wonderful
young women who participated, not
just those from the victorious U.S.
team but also the fine athletes from
the Chinese squad and representatives
from the other 14 nations that partici-
pated in this wonderful Women’s World
Cup. Marla Messing and Donna de
Verona deserve everyone’s gratitude
for staging this magnificent tour-
nament.

I would also like to praise ABC and
ESPN for showing every match in its
entirety, without commercial interrup-
tion, and live, except when two con-
tests were being played at the same
time.

The opportunity for the American
public to see the action is something I
have long fought for. When the Amer-
ican women’s soccer team won the
world championship in 1991 in China by
defeating Norway 2 to 1, the final was
only seen in this country by tape delay
several weeks later. In contrast, the
same match was shown live on two sta-
tions in Norway.
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Consequently, I protested strongly
when Americans were denied the right
to see on television any of the soccer or
women’s softball matches in the 1996
Olympics. This was inexcusable, par-
ticularly since both American teams
won the gold medal. I also objected at
the poor treatment received by tele-
vision viewers who wished to watch the
U.S. men’s and women’s hockey teams
at last year’s winter Olympics. Since
the U.S. Olympic committee is char-
tered by Congress, I am urging the
House of Representatives’ Committee
on Government Reform, of which I am
a member, to exert strong oversight so
that the American public will receive
better treatment at next year’s Olym-
pics. T know that Americans are anx-
ious to see their beloved soccer team
perform once more, and I am sure they
will also enjoy our wonderful women’s
softball athletes when they get the op-
portunity to see them in action.

I think it is important to call atten-
tion to the important role that Title
IX, enacted into law in 1972, played in
preparing our women’s team for the
World Cup, and I congratulate my col-
league, the gentlewoman from Hawaii
(Mrs. MINK) for having authored and
enacted that law in this House.

Prior to the enactment of Title IX,
female athletes in this country had
limited chances to compete. I know
when I was in school if I wished to be
involved in athletics the only oppor-
tunity was to be a cheerleader. Donna
de Verona, an Olympic gold medalist in
swimming in the 1964 Olympics, was
unable to obtain an athletic scholar-
ship at an American University despite
her considerable outstanding talent.

We must not heed those who com-
plain that Title IX is responsible for
the elimination of college men’s base-
ball, wrestling and other so-called non-
revenue sports teams. In fact, we must
find ways of extending the philosophy
of Title IX to other areas where women
are discriminated against in the sports
world. In this regard, I refer to profes-
sional sports.

In this respect, 27 years after the in-
troduction of Title IX, women are dras-
tically discriminated against in the
professional sports world. As of now,
the women who won the world cham-
pionships for the United States in
women’s soccer have no opportunity to
play as professionals in this country.
On the other hand, the members of the
men’s soccer team that finished last in
France at the Men’s World Cup last
yvear have ample opportunities to play
professionally in the United States and
abroad. I do not wish to demean our
American men’s soccer athletes. I am
confident they will do much better at
the next world cup.

I think it is important to point out
that virtually all men’s professional
sports teams receive significant gov-
ernment assistance in the form of sub-
sidies and substantial tax breaks for
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whatever venue they play in. Many of
the stadiums are actually constructed
by municipal governments and either
turned over to a team or leased at a
very low rent. I believe that we must
see that these facilities and tax breaks
are available to women’s professional
teams on an equal basis.

————
O 2130
THE DEBT AND THE DEFICIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HAYES). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I rise tonight to talk about
fiscal responsibility, the budget deficit
and hopefully paying off the debt.

We have a very promising situation
right now where we are finally headed
towards balancing the budget. It was
not too long ago when that seemed like
an impossible dream. I remember in
1990 when we looked at budget deficits
growing on a yearly basis, stacked on
top of an already multi-trillion dollar
debt, it seemed impossible to think
that we would ever dig our way out of
that hole, but thanks to a strong econ-
omy, the private sector kicking in and
some good decisions made by both sides
of the aisle and by President Clinton’s
administration, we are to the point
where we almost have a yearly bal-
anced budget. Now, we still have a $5.6
trillion debt to deal with, but we are
headed in the right direction, for the
moment.

That is why I rise to speak this
evening, because the ‘‘for the moment”’
part could change. As we head into the
budget negotiations that are starting
in earnest in both chambers and at the
White House, we need to be very care-
ful not to lose the progress that we
have gained and not to, in essence,
snatch defeat from the jaws of victory
which we still have plenty of time to
do.

I think there are a couple of ways
this might happen. The first way is
when we start throwing numbers
around of the surplus. We have heard
the numbers in the trillions of dollars
about how much money we have got
lying around. I want to ¢try this
evening to clarify exactly what we are
talking about, because there are a
number of variables in these numbers
that often do not come with the rosy
scenarios that various politicians are
laying out for people to hear.

We have heard, for instance, that we
have and will run up, as currently pro-
jected, $6 trillion in surpluses over the
course of the next 15 years. There are a
number of problems with this scenario.
First of all, of that $6 trillion, better
than half, almost, I think it is like $3.1
trillion, will be ran up in the Social Se-
curity trust fund. Any surplus that we
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