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members die, our leaders die; but our class-
mates aren’t supposed to. Lately my life 
that had more death than anyone would like 
to deal with. In the past month, two of my 
classmates have died unexpectedly. Scott 
was a very good friend of mine, and I have 
known Gary since first grade. I will remem-
ber them forever, and they have a special 
place in my heart. 

In each of these cases, we will never know 
why they died, if it was an accident or if it 
was of their own choice. This decision is left 
up to those of us who are still here. We will 
never know for sure, but every day I wonder 
if there was something I could have done. I 
don’t understand why Scott and Gary had to 
die at such a young age, but my life will go 
on. I have to come to terms with this sense-
less loss. But lately, it seems the school has 
forgotten what happened just a month ago. 
three days of extra counselors because of 
Scott’s death. Is that what his life was 
worth? Three days? 

I will never forget what happened during 
my senior year, but soon this school will. In 
four years, nobody will know Scott or Gary’s 
name, and if they do, they won’t understand 
what happened to them or those around 
then. It bothers me, because people should 
remember. Events like this should never be 
forgotten, because if they are history will re-
peat itself and more people will die. 

Even if Scott and Gary’s deaths were acci-
dents, schools should teach about depression, 
and provide a way for students to get help 
for themselves. I know each school has guid-
ance counselors. But who wants to talk to 
somebody who might not even know your 
name? 

All my life, I’ve had to deal with depres-
sion. And most people don’t truly under-
stand. I’m only 17. But already I have had at 
least seven of my best friends attempt sui-
cide, and a couple have succeeded. People 
need to know where and how to find help, 
and if they’re finding help for a friend, they 
need to know that their friend is not going 
to hate them, and if they do, they’re still 
alive, and that’s the point. 

If people don’t know or don’t want to 
admit that they may be depressed, there is a 
bigger chance that they will take matters 
into their own hands. Depression is not a 
dirty or a bad word, and people who are de-
pressed aren’t any different from anyone 
else, they just need a little more support. 

When it comes down to life and death, I’ve 
always opted for life. Life may be tough, but 
death is so final. Once the trigger is pulled or 
the plunge is taken, there is no turning 
back. No matter how hard life is, it will al-
ways get better. 

DRUG TREATMENT 
(On behalf of Lucas Gockley and Aaron 

Gerhardt) 
Lucas Gockley: We are here today to talk 

to you about the methadone maintenance 
treatment for heroin addicts. Heroin a high-
ly addictive drug derived from morphine. 
Some of the long-term diseases stemming 
from heroin use are weight loss, heart dis-
ease, AIDS, and death, eventually. 

In Vermont, heroin use is increasing dra-
matically. In 1994, 118 people in a state-run 
treatment center said they used heroin. In 
1996, 154 people said they were addicts. There 
has been a 50-percent increase in heroin use 
in the Rutland area alone. In 1997 in the Rut-
land area, there have been two drug store 
robberies and one bank robbery by heroin ad-
dicts looking for money to fund their habit. 
There have also been eight deaths due to her-
oin overdose in just Rutland County in 1996 
and 1997. 

State police figures show that crime due to 
heroin addiction has almost tripled in this 
state in a period between 1996 and 1997. Here 
at the university, there is a federally-funded 
detox center run by UVM’s Dr. Warren 
Diggle, and the figures show that 60 percent 
of the heroin addicts he sees are repeat visi-
tors. 

Heroin use is on the rise in Vermont, and 
help for addicts is virtually nonexistent. The 
only effective treatment is the methadone 
maintenance treatment. 

Aaron Gerhardt: Vermont has no real 
treatment facilities which addicts who have 
a desire to get off of heroin can use. 

One question to ask about methadone 
maintenance treatment is, Does it work? In 
the European Archives of Psychiatry and 
Clinical Neurosciences, researchers found 
that ‘‘MMT’’—or methadone maintenance 
treatment—‘‘centers have a real efficiency, 
not only to reduce illicit opiate abuse be-
tween 50 and 80 percent, but also to reduce 
criminality, HIV risk, and mortality, and 
also to improve social rehabilitation without 
introducing other alternative substance 
abuse.’’ Another study published in the 
American Journal of Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse found that heroin addicts who go 
through methadone treatment are less likely 
to use cocaine, amphetamines, tranquilizers 
and marijuana. It is clear that MMT does 
work. 

The reason that MMI facilities need to be 
government-funded is because, currently, 
Medicare and Medicaid do not cover metha-
done maintenance treatments, and, frankly, 
the treatment is too expensive for the aver-
age addict to pay for. So it is much easier for 
them to stay home, using the welfare, and 
continue using heroin, which just contrib-
utes to the cultural stereotype of the free-
loading drug addict. Government funding can 
help ease the burden for the addict, and it 
shows a concern on the part of the govern-
ment to help the individual. Instead of con-
demning them as criminals, it just makes 
them seem more that they have a problem, 
instead of being bad people. 

Also, within these facilities, the need for 
confidentiality is imperative. Addicts have 
to have a place where they can go to and not 
feel threatened by the threat of prosecution, 
persecution, and shame. The MMT centers 
need to have flexible hours so that addicts 
who are trying to stay productive members 
of society can go to them. A nine-to-five day 
for a center being open is not that feasible 
for an addict who is trying to hold a day job. 
Simply put, the best time for the clinical 
centers to be open would be 24 hours a day, 
which, granted, would be a little bit incon-
venient for people, but for the addict, it 
helps. 

It is also very important that these centers 
have counseling facilities available, and 
counselors available. The chances of success 
in methadone maintenance treatment great-
ly increases with psychotherapy. According 
to a 1995 study published in The Journal of 
Psychiatry, addicts who underwent psycho-
therapy were much more likely to complete 
the treatment and become well-rounded, pro-
ductive members of society once more, and 
stay off the heroin. 

So, over all, the benefits to Vermont are 
clear: MMT helps to lower crime, HIV risk, 
and death. Also, through MMI, addicts are 
more likely to stay off drugs for the rest of 
their lives and become productive members 
of society. 

Congressman Sanders: Thanks. It sounds 
like you did some good research. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE DR. 
GENO SACCOMANNO 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy and saddened heart that I now rise to 
honor the incomparable life of a man who 
gave immeasurably to his community, state, 
nation and all of humanity: Dr. Geno 
Saccomanno. During the course of his distin-
guished life, Dr. Saccomanno performed 
seemingly infinite acts of compassion, care, 
and kindness that impacted, very literally, 
many hundreds of thousands of people. 
Today, Mr. Speaker, as family and friends re-
member the remarkable life of this great 
American, I too would like to pay tribute to Dr. 
Geno Saccomanno and thank him for the re-
markable life of service that he led. 

Beginning in 1948 and continuing until the 
last days of his life, Dr. Saccomanno served 
with widely acclaimed distinction as a medical 
researcher at St. Mary’s Hospital in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. In his time there, he would 
quickly become a driving force behind the 
transformation of St. Mary’s from a small rural 
hospital to a regional hub of medical service. 
Ultimately, the rise of St. Mary’s Hospital to 
the position of stature it now enjoys is irrev-
ocably tied to the extraordinary work that Dr. 
Saccomanno did on its behalf. 

Beyond bringing great renown to St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Dr. Saccomanno’s tireless efforts in 
the field of lung cancer research—the cause 
to which he devoted his life, also earned him 
great personal acclaim as a leading figure 
within his profession. His exhaustive research 
of cancer within uranium miners, which wit-
nessed his testing of nearly 18,000 uranium 
miners, was internationally lauded for the 
medical breakthroughs it produced. Dr. 
Saccomanno’s sputum cytology method for 
lung cancer screening, one of the many off-
shoots of his research in this area, is still used 
by hospitals both in the United States and 
Japan. 

In addition to these professional achieve-
ments, Dr. Saccomanno also published a 
medical textbook, 80 research papers and in-
vented medical instruments—including a brush 
to take cervical samples for Pap smears and 
a tube used in lung cancer screening. 

While medical history will long remember 
him for his research prowess, the Grand Junc-
tion community will always proudly recall Dr. 
Saccomanno as a philanthropist of unmatched 
generosity. A statement offered by Dr. 
Saccomanno several years ago embodies this 
notion: ‘‘To help people, in our opinion, is a 
privilege. There is no endeavor that gives 
more pleasure than helping those in need.’’ 
More than a superficial credo, his statement 
appears to be the foundation upon which he 
led his life. In all, Dr. Saccomanno gave be-
yond measure to causes too many to list. 
Most notably, Dr. Saccomanno and his family 
established the Saccomanno Higher Education 
Foundation, a $2.5 million endowment sup-
porting high school graduates in need of finan-
cial support for college. 

It is with this humble gesture, Mr. Speaker, 
that I say thank you and good-bye to a man 
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that I am proud to have called a friend. Al-
though no words or tribute could ever ade-
quately express the depth of his life accom-
plishments, nor communicate the level of sad-
ness we feel at his passing, I am hopeful that 
Dr. Saccomanno’s wife, Virginia, daughters 
Carol, Linda, and Lenna, and all of his grand-
children will take solace in the knowledge that 
the world is a better place for having known 
Geno Saccomanno. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RONNIE SHOWS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, because inclem-
ent weather delayed my connecting flight from 
Jackson, Mississippi, on Monday, July 12, 
1999, I was unable to cast recorded votes on 
rollcalls No. 277, 278, and 279. 

Had I been present, I would have voted as 
follows: ‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall 277 to approve the 
Journal; ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 278 to suspend 
the rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 107, ex-
pressing the Sense of Congress concerning 
the sexual relationships between adults and 
children; and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 279 to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 117, 
expressing the Sense of the Congress con-
cerning United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution ES–10/6 

f 

IN HONOR OF CLINT NAGEOTTE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Clint Nageotte of the Brooklyn High 
School baseball team. Clint Nageotte has 
been playing the game he loves from the Little 
League fields to the fields of Brooklyn High 
School. 

Rewriting the Brooklyn High School records, 
Clint has proved himself as both a remarkable 
pitcher and outstanding hitter. As a four-year 
letterman, Clint has 25 career victories, 326 
strikeouts, 39 home runs, and 136 RBIs. 

Leading his conference championship team 
all the way to their first State Final Four play-
off in school history, Clint has a hitting aver-
age of .652 with 19 home runs this year alone. 
As a pitcher, Clint has an outstanding 7–2 
record and an impressive 0.75 earned run av-
erage. Also leading the area, he struck out 
119 batters in 56 innings of pitching. 

Clint has been honored by the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer as The Player of the Year. Fur-
thermore, Clint is a recipient of Mike Garcia 
Award, a very prestigious award given by the 
Cleveland Indians Baseball Club and the 
Wahoo Club. The Seattle Mariners have also 
chosen Clint in the fifth-round draft pick. 

Clint has proved himself both on and off the 
field as an excellent team player and out-
standing young man. Recognized both locally 
and nationally, I ask you to please join me in 
congratulating both Clint and his family on a 
job well done. 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM Y. CLARK 

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an entrepreneur, Captain William Y. 
Clark, a Long Island businessman who re-
cently passed away at the age of 86. 

Ask any parent and I am sure they will 
agree that leaving a legacy such as the reins 
of a family business is of great significance. 
Skillfully maintaining and expanding such an 
enterprise demands the infusion of innovative 
ideas which was William’s speciality. 

Captain William Clark was born in Shelter 
Island, Long Island, in 1913. He was educated 
at Shelter Island schools and Mt. Hermon Col-
lege, in Massachusetts. Trained as a youth on 
diesel engines, the company he inherited has 
been in the Clark family continuously since 
1790, when the first ferry ran. 

He spent his life serving the community at 
the helm of South Ferry, Inc., the ferry service 
that runs from North Haven (outside Sag Har-
bor) to Shelter Island. Under Captain Clark’s 
watchful eye, the company has become what 
it is today, a fleet of four boats which can hold 
up to twenty cars apiece. 

Captain Clark was a longtime member of 
the Lions Club, East End Church of Christ 
and, when not on call with his company, a 
member of Shelter Island Fire Department. He 
also served on the board of Timothy Hill Chil-
dren’s Ranch in Riverhead. 

The night before he passed away, he laid in 
a deep sleep. He would open his eyes, strug-
gle for a breath, and then fall peacefully 
asleep again. However, when his family began 
to sing ‘‘God Bless America,’’ he would awake 
and spread a truly joyous smile on his tired 
face. He could not speak very well, but he 
summoned the strength to share a few more 
laughs with his family. He fell asleep soon 
after, waking to greet his youngest grandchild, 
Shelli, who had flown in from college to be 
with him. 

To his two children, four grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild, Captain Clark will be re-
membered as the patriarch of a family busi-
ness spanning more than two hundred years. 
To a great number of those in the community, 
he will be looked upon as a man who quietly 
helped to maintain their precious quality of life. 

Captain Clark embodied the type of role 
model and innovator that all would have en-
joyed being around and looked up to. 

Colleagues, Mr. Clark is a community leader 
who will be sorely missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM KOLBE 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, on July 12, 1999 
the House debated H. Con. Res. 107, a sense 
of the Congress rejecting the notion that sex 
between adults and children is positive, and H. 

Con. Res. 117, a sense of Congress con-
cerning United Nations Assembly Resolution 
ES–10/6. I was en route from Tucson to 
Washington, DC, when both votes took place. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on H. Con. Res. 107 and ‘‘aye’’ on H. Con. 
Res. 117. 

The House also voted on Approving the 
Journal. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. WISE, JR. 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, July 
12, 1999, I was unavoidably detained and un-
able to record a vote by electronic device on 
roll No. 278. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’. 

On roll No. 279, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY CANALES 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask 
the entire House of Representatives to join me 
in commending a giant in the U.S. entertain-
ment industry, Johnny Canales. 

Tomorrow, on July 14, Johnny will receive 
the keys to the City of Brownville from Mayor 
Blanca Vela at an event intended to showcase 
how the United States educational system 
works. It is sponsored by the Students in Free 
Enterprise Alumnus, and will be televised live 
on Telemundo. 

Johnny and his beautiful wife, Nora, have 
always been interested in the educational sys-
tem of this country, but now have a personal 
stake in it since they now have a baby who 
will begin an education in 4–5 years. 

As the Chairman of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus Task Force on the Arts and En-
tertainment, I am delighted to tell you about 
my long-time friend, and Corpus Christi native, 
Johnny Canales. Johnny Canales is an ex-
traordinary entertainer who touches the hearts, 
and tickles the fancies, of viewers and lis-
teners of all ages and all income brackets 
throughout the world. He is a host- 
extraordinare. 

Today, and for many, many years, he has 
hosted ‘‘The Johnny Canales Show,’’ a pop-
ular television show which showcases His-
panic talents from the Southwest and Mexico. 
Johnny’s signature line then and now, when 
introducing groups or singers, is: ‘‘You got it.’’ 
He brings stature and commitment to any en-
deavor with which he is associated. 

In 1992, when I was serving as Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI), I had John-
ny come to Washington to co-host the Insti-
tute’s annual gala, the largest gathering of 
Hispanic elected officials in the country. True 
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