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town of Spivey’s Corner in Sampson County 
to hear and participate in the National Hollerin’ 
Contest. June 19th marked the 31st anniver-
sary of this special event. Each year, the 
event is held for the benefit of the Spivey’s 
Corner Volunteer Fire Department. 

The now-famous contest originated from a 
chance comment made by Spivey’s Corner 
resident Ermon Godwin, Jr. in 1969 on a 
weekly radio talk show that he co-hosted. Mr. 
Godwin mentioned the tradition of hollerin’ in 
Sampson County to the radio show’s other 
host, John Thomas. Mr. Thomas half-jokingly 
suggested that the two hold a hollerin’ contest. 
Much to their surprise, about five thousand 
people showed up on that June Saturday in 
1969. 

The Hollerin’ Contest has evolved into a 
daylong event, featuring live music, food, and 
five separate hollerin’ events. They are: the 
Whistlin’ Contest, the Conch Shell and Fox 
Horn Blowin’ Contest, the Junior Hollerin’ Con-
test, the Ladies Callin’ Contest, and the Na-
tional Hollerin’ Contest, the main attraction. In 
addition, many also participate in the water-
melon roll, in which contestants attempt to run 
barefoot carrying a watermelon across a dis-
tance of about 20 yards as a member of the 
Volunteer Fire Department tries to knock the 
participant off his or her feet using a high- 
pressure hose. 

Winners of the different events has gar-
nered national recognition over the years, in-
cluding appearances on The Tonight Show 
and Late Night with David Letterman. Sports 
Illustrated, The Voice of America, and docu-
mentary films have all featured the contest 
and its winners. As would befit its local roots, 
30 of the 31 winners of the National Hollerin’ 
Contest have been natives of Sampson Coun-
ty, including this year’s champion. Tony Pea-
cock, who now resides in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina. 

To further honor this unique event, I have 
sponsored the Spivey’s Corner Hollerin’ Con-
test in the Library of Congress Bicentennial 
Local Legacies Project. I am hopeful that the 
colorful tradition of hollerin’ will now be pre-
served in the American Folklife Center of the 
world’s most reknown library so that everyone 
can have a chance to celebrate this North 
Carolina unique cultural event. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT SILVESTRI 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Robert Silvestri, the esteemed 
Chief of Police in Chisholm, MN. 

Chief Silvestri recently announced his retire-
ment after serving 33 years in the Chisholm 
Police Department. My hometown of Chisholm 
will miss the inspired dedication and commit-
ment he brought to the police department. 

Chief Silvestri began his law enforcement 
career by training at the Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension in 1966. Following his training, 
Robert Silvestri became a patrol officer for the 
Chisholm Police Department. Eventually, his 
dedication to the police force led to his pro-

motion as desk lieutenant, and then adminis-
trative assistant. Each of those positions gave 
Robert Silvestri a better understanding of and 
appreciation for all aspects of law enforce-
ment. Because of his experience and knowl-
edge of law enforcement, Robert Silvestri was 
hired as chief of police in 1983. He held this 
position until his recent retirement from the 
Chisholm Police Department. 

Throughout his service at the Chisholm Po-
lice Department, Robert Silvestri believed 
strongly in the law enforcement community 
and his colleagues. Even through adversity, 
Chief Silvestri maintained a level head and re-
spect for his fellow law enforcement officers. 
His open door made his co-workers feel at 
ease, and he learned to adapt his manage-
ment and law enforcement skills to changing 
laws and societal behavior. Furthermore, I 
commend Robert’s wife and the Silvestri fam-
ily for supporting him through the years. 

Police Chief Robert Silvestri maintained the 
public safety and tranquility in Chisholm for 33 
years. I know my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Robert Silvestri for his many years 
of service and dedication to the Chisholm Po-
lice Department and the entire Iron Range 
community. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARK FRIESTAD 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to recognize the winner of the 1999 ‘‘Great 
American Think-Off.’’ This year’s champion is 
Mark Friestad, a high school social studies 
teacher who proved to his students that learn-
ing is a life-long pursuit to be enjoyed and 
celebrated. 

Mark is a dedicated young teacher in my 
hometown of Valley City, North Dakota, who 
exemplifies the state’s exceptional teachers. 

He was among 500 contestants from around 
the country competing in the Great American 
Think-Off held in New York Mills, Minnesota. 
The task was the best answer to the question: 
Which is more dangerous: Science or Reli-
gion? Selected as one of four finalists to de-
bate the merits of his essay, Mark convinced 
the crowd of 400 with thoughful arguments 
supporting his thesis. At the end of the day, 
the audience felt that he had best illustrated 
his point that the more dangerous idea be-
tween science and religion is the one accept-
ed more blindly—science. 

While Mark is to be commended for his in-
sightful debate and well-researched essay, 
perhaps just as important is his participation. 
Reading about and studying topics of interest 
should not be limited to our school years, but 
rather encouraged and practiced at every age 
level. Formal education and official degrees 
are the runways for learning, but our country 
has taken flight thanks to the help of great life- 
long thinkers. 

How fortunate we are to have thoughtful, 
studious individuals who dedicate their careers 
to the public education of our young people. I 
congratulate Mr. Friestad for teaching by ex-
ample, and picking up the title of ‘‘America’s 
Greatest Thinker’’ along the way. 

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
HENIKA DISTRICT LIBRARY IN 
WAYLAND, MICHIGAN 

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to officially recognize 
the 100th anniversary of the Henika District Li-
brary, located in Wayland, Michigan, part of 
the Second Congressional District, which I 
represent. 

The Henika Library was established in 1899 
as a legacy of Mrs. Julia Henika, who upon 
her death left $2,000 to the Wayland Ladies 
Library Association for the construction of a li-
brary. Aided by contributions from Mrs. 
Henika’s husband, George, and her mother, 
Mary Forbes, this picturesque library formally 
opened in 1900. 

Initially, the library was run by the inde-
pendent Library Association for many years 
before turning it over to the village of 
Wayland. At that time, the facility’s first paid li-
brarian, Miss Fannie Hoyt, was hired. She 
served in her position until the 1940s, when 
she was succeeded by Dorothy Peterson, who 
served as librarian until 1975. Barbara Crofoot 
then became the library’s third head librarian 
and served for 10 years until she was suc-
ceeded by the current librarian, Lynn 
Mandaville. 

Henika Library has served the Wayland 
area as a source of information and entertain-
ment from the Gilded Age to the Information 
Age. The original building was first expanded 
in 1968 with an addition in the rear with a full 
basement, effectively tripling the size of the fa-
cility. A reading room was created the next 
year by enclosing the front porch. 

In the early 1990s, the building received a 
complete makeover, inside and out, with finan-
cial assistance from the Wayland Downtown 
Development Authority, an outstate equity 
grant and contributions from the city of 
Wayland and Wayland Township. This remod-
eling made the library ready for the 21st cen-
tury by providing public access computers, an 
online card catalog and public access to the 
Internet. In addition, a local company, Ampro 
Industries, donated several thousand dollars to 
remodel the basement children’s library. 

Today, Henika District Library continues to 
serve the community in the same manner 
Julia Henika envisioned a century ago. I am 
proud to honor her memory and the hard work 
and dedication of so many people to make 
that vision a reality. 
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TRIBUTE TO WINSTON BLEDSOE 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, senior citizen cen-
ters are fairly recent to our culture. Many of 
the centers that exist today were created in 
the early 1970’s with the help of federal 
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