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posturing. Instead, they care about 
whether they are going to be safe in 
their schools. As a father of two chil-
dren in the public schools, I understand 
their concerns. The tragedy at Col-
umbine High School has deepened my 
commitment to measures to make our 
communities safer and our schools 
safer. 

Gun laws are not the only answer, 
but I think they are a crucial part of 
the equation. I hope the House will 
have the wisdom to listen to these stu-
dents and pass sensible gun safety 
measures that our colleagues in the 
Senate have already endorsed. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to these brave and conscientious 
young people from Colorado. I wish 
them a safe trip, and I wish them suc-
cess in convincing the Congress to act 
to curtail gun violence in America 
today. The vast majority of Coloradans 
and Americans support sensible gun 
safety laws and so should we. 

f 

FINANCIAL FREEDOM ACT OF 1999 

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to wholeheartedly endorse the 
Financial Freedom Act of 1999, legisla-
tion sponsored by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARCHER) to provide broad- 
based tax relief to help individuals and 
families make ends meet. This is com-
mon sense legislation that will not 
only bring tax relief to all Americans 
but also prevent special interests in 
Washington from spending the budget 
surplus on a myriad of unnecessary 
new government programs. 

I particularly support the inclusion 
of death tax relief. The death tax has 
robbed millions of Americans, espe-
cially our Nation’s farmers, of their 
hard-earned money and their ability to 
leave a legacy to their children and 
grandchildren. The death tax unfairly 
punishes those who have worked hard 
their entire lives to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream and provide a safe and se-
cure environment for their families. 

Death tax relief also will allow fam-
ily businesses and farms to remain in 
the family, ensuring that both the 
business and the jobs it provides con-
tinue to live on for the next genera-
tion. 

The bill of the gentleman from Texas 
also incrementally decreases the tax 
burden, eliminating it over the next 10 
years. This balanced and fair approach 
will provide immediate relief in the 
short term, while not making unrea-
sonable demands on our budget sur-
plus. 

Americans currently pay the highest 
taxes since World War II, and for the 
first time in a generation, we have the 
financial strength to safely return a 
portion of our surplus to hard-working 

Americans. This is solid legislation, 
and I urge all my colleagues to support 
it. 

f 

HOUSE MUST PASS A MEANING-
FUL MANAGED CARE REFORM 
BILL 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
during the July 4th celebrations, I had 
the opportunity to experience the qual-
ity health care that is offered in my 
own hometown of Houston, and it made 
me come back realizing how important 
a real, meaningful managed care re-
form bill is and what is going on in the 
United States Senate. 

The American people have been clear 
to us that they want meaningful man-
aged care reform. It is estimated that 
122 million Americans do not have sim-
ple patient protections. This is not 
about politics, Democrat versus Repub-
lican, it is about what patients need 
and the providing of quality health 
care. 

We need to eliminate gag laws. Pa-
tients need to talk to their doctor 
about their injuries. We need to have 
access to specialists and particularly 
make those doctors the one to define a 
medical necessity. We need to have an 
external-internal appeals process. We 
need to cover emergency room care in-
stead of making someone have to de-
cide they have to go past the closest 
emergency room to one on their list. 
They ought to get the health care they 
need immediately. 

We should also have accountability. 
If the doctor making the decision is ac-
countable and he is under law, so 
should the person making that decision 
in place of that doctor. This is not 
about employees suing employers. It is 
not about higher costs for health care. 
In fact, our own Congressional Budget 
Office and our own experience in the 
State of Texas shows there was little 
or no cost at all in providing these pro-
tections. 

Let us not lose this opportunity to 
help our constituents. 

f 

STATISTICS DO MATTER 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, the poll-
sters and political pundits tell us not 
to use statistics in our speeches. They 
tell us people’s eyes glaze over at hear-
ing the numbers. No matter. Honest 
statistics do matter. 

When this administration came to 
power in 1993, the Federal Government 
took in 17.8 percent of our gross domes-
tic product in taxes. Today, that share 
is 20.7 percent. Let us hear those num-

bers again, because they are important 
in discussing whether or not tax cuts 
are a good idea. They are also numbers 
that we will never, ever hear the other 
side refer to. Ever. 

In 1993, when this administration 
came to power, the Federal taxes were 
17.8 of the economy. Today, the tax 
burden is 20.7 percent of the economy. 
In other words, the Federal tax burden 
is at a record peacetime level. 

Taxes are higher than they need to 
be so that Washington can spend more 
and more money creating new pro-
grams and expanding old ones and giv-
ing us less power and control over our 
lives. One-fifth of the economy in Fed-
eral taxes is just too much. 

f 

AMERICANS DO NOT WANT A 
FEEL-GOOD-VOTE-FOR-ME-IN–2000 
TAX CUT 
(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 
seems like everyone is talking about 
tax cuts. As a Member with a tax cut 
proposal before Congress, H.R. 2085, I 
am glad that the majority party is sud-
denly and somewhat frantically inter-
ested in moving forward with a tax cut 
proposal. 

But I ask my friends in Congress to 
take this step forward carefully. Amer-
icans deserve a tax cut, but first they 
want to make sure that Social Secu-
rity is solvent; and, second, they want 
to make sure that Medicare is there for 
them in the future. They do not want a 
tax cut that raises the national debt. 
And the last thing hard-working Amer-
icans do not want is a feel-good-vote- 
for-me-in-2000 tax cut that cannot sur-
vive a downturn in the economy. 

Fiscal responsibility always seems to 
suffer in election years, and the 2000 
election has Washington pandering. 
Let us stop and think about the long 
term before we move forward. H.R. 2085 
walls off Social Security and Medicare 
funds, helps pay down the national 
debt and still gives Americans a mean-
ingful tax cut. 

There is room to do the prudent 
thing here. Let us work together and 
get it done in a fiscally responsible 
manner. 

f 

TAX CUTS WILL BRING BENEFITS 
OF ECONOMIC GROWTH TO ALL 
AMERICANS 
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, last 
week all of us will remember the Presi-
dent took a well-publicized poverty 
tour. More than 6.5 years into his ad-
ministration, the President wanted to 
call attention to poverty, and I under-
stand that. Although we are now in the 
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eighth year of economic growth, the 
benefits of our strong economy have 
eluded too many Americans. 

Instead of setting up a public rela-
tions event, however, I urge the Presi-
dent to take solid steps to expand the 
scope of our economic well-being and 
develop constructive legislation with 
Republicans. 

b 1030 

One of the ideas we have as Repub-
licans is to reduce taxes. Putting more 
money back into the pockets of tax-
payers will spur investments and 
spending and generate, of course, more 
economic activity and ultimately help 
the poor. 

Our plan to reduce taxes, at the same 
time protecting Social Security and 
preserving Medicare, is the best means 
I believe for bringing the benefits of 
economic growth to all Americans. 
After all, it is their money, our money, 
and we can spend it better for ourselves 
than the Government can. 

f 

DEATH OF CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER 
JAMES L. FARMER 

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of the Members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus to join the 
chorus of millions around the Nation 
and the world to express our heartfelt 
sorrow over the passing of civil rights 
pioneer James L. Farmer. 

James Farmer was founder of the 
Congress of Racial Equality. He orga-
nized the famous Freedom Ride of the 
1960s to challenge the Jim Crow laws of 
racial segregation in public transpor-
tation. 

During his lifetime, Farmer was the 
recipient of numerous awards, includ-
ing the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
in 1998. 

On a personal level, I experienced 
firsthand his inspiring leadership while 
a student of the South Carolina State 
University. As a member of CORE, I 
participated in the lunch counter sit- 
ins and other direct action activities 
organized by Mr. Farmer. These activi-
ties were the driving current for the 
student movement. 

We in the CBC and others will honor 
his memory by always striving to emu-
late his shining example. I extend our 
deepest condolences and our thoughts 
and prayers to his two daughters, Tami 
Lynn and Abbey Lee, and the entire 
Farmer family. 

f 

REPUBLICANS WANT TO HELP 
BOTTOM 50 MOVE INTO TOP 50 

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, the top 50 percent of income 
earners pay 96 percent of the Federal 
income taxes. The bottom 50 percent 
are carrying only 4 percent of the load. 

My colleagues heard that right. The 
bottom 50 percent are paying almost no 
Federal income taxes at all, just 4 per-
cent of the load. 

Guess who President Clinton and the 
Democrats want to give a tax cut to? 
My colleagues guessed it: the 50 per-
cent of taxpayers who are paying al-
most no taxes already. 

‘‘Aha,’’ my liberal colleagues will 
say, ‘‘just as I have always suspected. 
The only people you Republicans care 
about are the top 50 percent.’’ 

Now, I urge my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle to listen closely. 
That kind of thinking perfectly mis-
understands what Republicans are 
about. Republicans want to help the 
bottom 50 percent move into the top 50 
percent. 

In fact, most people do just that over 
the course of their lifetimes. They 
start out young and have entry-level 
jobs and incomes, and then they move 
up in education, experience, and in in-
come. 

Democrat rhetoric constantly, con-
stantly seems to imply there are fixed 
categories, haves and have-nots. This is 
just not true. 

f 

PRESIDENT TAKES CREDIT FOR 
WHAT REPUBLICANS HAVE 
ACHIEVED 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans have had to get used to hearing 
the President take credit for what Re-
publicans have achieved many times 
despite what the President himself de-
sired. 

Take welfare reform, for example. 
Republicans forced the President to 
sign welfare reform in 1996, something 
that he had refused to pass when the 
Democrats controlled both Houses of 
Congress. He signed welfare reform 
only after vetoing it twice and only 
then in an election year, with promises 
to undo it as soon as he got the chance. 
And then he took credit for it. 

Now, the President is taking credit 
for the first budget surplus since the 
Mets won the pennant back in 1996 de-
spite the fact that it was the Repub-
licans who forced him to scrap his ini-
tial budget plans, which had huge defi-
cits as far as the eye could see. 

Ronald Reagan once said that you 
can accomplish a great deal if you do 
not worry about who takes credit for 
it. 

So let us save Social Security, save 
Medicare, pay down the national debt, 
and give the American people substan-
tial tax relief even if the President 
takes credit for it. 

GAO REPORTS CONCERNING OPER-
ATION OF LEGAL SERVICES COR-
PORATION ARE VERY TROU-
BLING 

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to comment on the recent 
GAO report on the Legal Services Cor-
poration. 

It turned out that audits conducted 
by the Legal Services Corporation’s In-
spector General during 1998 revealed 
gross overstatement of cases in all five 
of the grantees examined and 200,000 
cases were invalidated from audits on 
those five grantees alone. 

A subsequent GAO study on five more 
grantees was requested by several 
Members of Congress to determine the 
scope of this problem, and the results 
showed even more reason for concern. 

Besides invalidating at least 75,000 
more cases, the GAO discovered that 
two of the five grantees, Puerto Rico 
and Chicago, had destroyed their client 
case files. In fact, the destruction of 
these files in Puerto Rico interfered 
with the ability of the GAO to conduct 
their audit. In Illinois, the destruction 
of the case files is against legal re-
quirements set by the Illinois Supreme 
Court. 

The Legal Services Corporation itself 
claims to require their grantees to 
maintain their case files for at least 5 
years, and that requirement is appar-
ently violated. 

These reports are indeed very trou-
bling concerning the operation of the 
Legal Services Corporation. 

f 

NOMINATION OF RICHARD 
HOLBROOKE AS AMBASSADOR TO 
UNITED NATIONS IS BEING 
BLOCKED 

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the 
nomination of Richard Holbrooke to be 
ambassador of the United Nations is 
being blocked across the Capital be-
cause of this administration’s failure 
to answer questions about the Linda 
Shenwick case. 

Linda Shenwick is a loyal State De-
partment employee who has offended 
the White House. 

Her crime? She told the truth. She 
told the uncomfortable truth to the 
United States Congress, as she is re-
quired to do by law; and then she was 
punished for it. She told the truth 
about what the U.N.’s appalling budget 
practices are and about massive waste 
in the United Nations. 

For that she has been declared 
‘‘enemy number one’’ by high officials 
at the White House, all because she is 
a whistle-blower. 
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