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SENATE RESOLUTION 153—URGING 
THE PARLIAMENT OF KUWAIT 
WHEN IT SITS ON JULY 17 TO 
GRANT WOMEN THE RIGHT TO 
HOLD OFFICE AND THE RIGHT 
TO VOTE 

Mr. WELLSTONE submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 153 

Whereas, His Highness, Sheikh Jaber al- 
Sabah, the Amir of Kuwait, issued a decree 
in May granting Kuwaiti women the right to 
vote and to hold office in 2003; 

Whereas, Amiri decrees in Kuwait must be 
approved by the fifty member Kuwaiti na-
tional Parliament; 

Whereas, the Kuwaiti people elected a new 
Parliament on July 3; 

Whereas, the new Parliament will convene 
on July 17 and consider legislation to grant 
women the right to hold office and the right 
to vote; 

Whereas, the United States of America em-
braces democratic principles and the impor-
tance of women’s rights; 

Whereas, the United States is strongly 
committed to advancing the political rights 
of women, and democratic principles 
throughout the Middle East; Now therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate, that the Congress— 
(1) comments His Highness, Sheikh Jaber 

al-Sabah, for issuing his decree granting suf-
frage and the right to hold office to Kuwaiti 
women, 

(2) commends the women of Kuwait for 
their great strides and continuing struggle 
toward political equality; and 

(3) calls on the Kuwaiti Parliament to af-
firm women’s suffrage and the right to hold 
office of women in Kuwait. 

∑ Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
rise to submit a resolution that urges 
the Parliament of Kuwait, sometime 
during its upcoming session, to grant 
women the right to hold office and the 
right to vote. Real progress has been 
made in support of the democratic 
ideal of fuller participation for women 
in the political process there. The 
women of Kuwait enjoy many social 
and economic benefits, but have his-
torically lacked one fundamental 
right: the right of political participa-
tion in their own country’s emerging 
democracy. 

I am proud to commend the Amir of 
Kuwait, His Highness, Sheikh Jaber al- 
Sabah, for his historic decision to issue 
a decree on May 16 to grant Kuwait 
women the right to vote and to hold of-
fice starting in 2003. Today in Kuwait, 
women lack the right to vote and to 
hold public office. All of this could 
change in the coming weeks when a 
newly-elected Parliament will vote to 
confirm or reject the Amir’s decision. 

Mr. President, the decision of the 
Amir, though it will be granted great 
weight by the Parliament, is not final. 

Such royal decrees must be confirmed 
by a parliamentary vote. Recently, the 
Amir dismissed Parliament in Kuwait 
for inactivity and on July 3 Kuwait 
voted for new leaders. Now the men 
Parliament will vote on whether to 
confirm the right to vote and to hold 
office for Kuwaiti women in the com-
ing weeks. 

I am also proud to say that a woman 
named Fatima al-Abdali, a courageous 
and passionate champion for women’s 
rights in Kuwait, recently became one 
of the first women to announce that 
she is running for office in 2003. She is 
now one of at least seven women there 
who have announced that they will run 
for office for the first time. She has 
spent the last decade of her life fight-
ing for the right to hold office and to 
vote. Her efforts have finally paid off 
with the Amir’s recognition, as he has 
remarked, of ‘‘the role played by Ku-
waiti women in building and devel-
oping Kuwait society.’’ 

This is a truly historic moment in 
the Middle East. 

It is only fitting, Mr. President, that 
Americans should be moved by the 
struggle of Kuwaiti women. The United 
States has been defined by great strug-
gles for basic political rights: for the 
freedoms embodied in the Declaration 
of Independence and the Emancipation 
Proclamation; the freedom central to 
the major civil rights legislation of 
this century, and to the struggle of 
women in our own country to achieve 
the right to vote and the right to hold 
public office. Sojourner Truth and 
Susan B. Anthony were great heroines 
of this nation. They fought the fight in 
this country that is currently being 
waged in Kuwait. In memory of these 
crusaders for justice, I stand in strong 
support of Kuwaiti women. I know I 
speak for my home state of Minnesota 
and the entire country when I support 
the struggle being waged by the women 
of Kuwait. 

Some people in the region are argu-
ing that under Islamic tradition 
women should not have such political 
rights. Contrary to this opinion, many 
experts believe that Islam does not pro-
hibit the right for women to vote and 
to hold public office. In fact, Islamic 
history is filled with prominent female 
figures. 

Women in Kuwait are making great 
strides in business, government, edu-
cation, and the media. A woman is the 
Rector of Kuwait University. The 
Under Secretary for Higher Education 
is a woman. A woman is the head of the 
Kuwait news agency. 

Now we are seeing women move for-
ward and make significant political 
strides as well. Armed with this Amiri 
decree, the women in Kuwait are be-
coming prepared to seize the oppor-
tunity they have fought for. They are 
announcing campaigns for office in 
2003. I ask that the members of the new 
Parliament not turn their backs on 

history and vote against the Amiri de-
cree allowing voting rights and the 
right to hold office. 

I join the with leaders from across 
the world, including Egypt, Iran, Paki-
stan, and Indonesia in my admiration 
and respect for the importance of this 
development. I hope Kuwait’s new Par-
liament will have the courage to take 
the historic step of affirming this de-
cree.∑ 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 154—AU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERN-
MENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs, re-
ported the following original resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 154 
Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers, 

duties, and functions under the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its 
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such 
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized from October 1, 1999, through Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and October 1, 2000, through 
February 28, 2001, in its discretion (1) to 
make expenditures from the contingent fund 
of the Senate; (2) to employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Government 
department or agency concerned and the 
Committee on Rules and Administration to 
use, on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis, the services of personnel of any such 
department or agency. 

SEC. 2. The expenses of the committee for 
the period October 1, 1999, through Sep-
tember 30, 2000, under this resolution shall 
not exceed $5,026,582, of which amount (1) not 
to exceed $75,000, may be expended for the 
procurement of the services of individual 
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative 
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended; and 
(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended for 
the training of the professional staff of such 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946). 

(b) For the period October 1, 2000, through 
February 28, 2001, expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall not exceed 
$2,144,819, of which amount (1) not to exceed 
$75,000 may be expended for the procurement 
of the services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $20,000 may be expended for the training 
of the professional staff of such committee 
(under procedures specified by section 202(j) 
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 
1946). 

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations 
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the 
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but 
not later than February 29, 2000, and Feb-
ruary 28, 2001, respectively. 

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under 
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee, 
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