July 15, 1999

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Thursday, July 15, 1999, imme-
diately following the committee execu-
tive session at 9:30 a.m. on NTSB reau-
thorization.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Thursday, July 15, 1999 at 9:30 a.m.
on pending committee business.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 15, for purposes of con-
ducting a full committee hearing
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 161, the Power
Marketing Administration Reform Act
of 1999; S. 282, the Transition to Com-
petition in the Electric Industry Act;
S. 516, the Electric Utility Restruc-
turing Empowerment and Competitive-
ness Act of 1999; S. 1047, the Com-
prehensive Electricity Competition
Act; S. 1273, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to facilitate the transi-
tion to more competitive and efficient
electric power markets, and for other
purposes; and S. 1284, a bill to amend
the Federal Power Act to ensure that
no state may establish, maintain or en-
force on behalf of any electric utility
an exclusive right to sell electric en-
ergy or otherwise unduly discriminate
against any customer who seeks to
purchase electric energy in interstate
commerce from any supplier.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Govern-
ment Affairs Committee be permitted
to meet on Thursday, July 15, 1999 at
5:00 p.m. for a business meeting to con-
sider pending Committee business.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 15, 1999 at
3:30 p.m. to approve the Committee’s
budget for the 106th Congress. The
meeting will be held in room 485, Rus-
sell Senate Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet for an executive business
meeting, during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, July 15, 1999, in S216
of the Capitol.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 15,
1999 at 9:30 a.m. to mark-up a Com-
mittee funding resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, July 15, 1999, to con-
sider the Committee’s budget and to
markup pending legislation. The meet-
ing will begin at 9:00 a.m. in room 428A
of the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 15, 1999 at
2:00 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-
telligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE YEAR 2000
TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-
nology Problem be permitted to meet
on July 15, 1999 at 9:30 a.m. for the pur-
pose of conducting a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY, AND

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND FINANCE

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the sub-
committees on economic policy, and

International Trade and Finance of the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 15, 1999, to conduct a
hearing on ‘‘Official Dollarization in
Latin America.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE HIGH-TECH AGENDA

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
to address the importance of the high-
tech industry for working families in
America, and in my state in particular,
and to set out what I believe should be
the high-tech agenda for this body in
the coming months.
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Employment in our high-technology
sector is vast and growing. According
to the American Electronics Associa-
tion, about 4,825,000 Americans were
employed in the high-tech sector dur-
ing 1998. That reflects a net increase of
852,000 jobs since 1990. And these jobs
pay very well. The average high-tech
worker in 1997 made over $53,000 per
year—a 19% increase over the levels of
1990.

My state of Michigan is playing an
important part in the expansion of
high-tech industry in America. Ann
Arbor has among the largest con-
centrations of high-technology firms
and employees in the nation. The Uni-
versity of Michigan is a leader in this
field, and we have integrated cutting
edge technology throughout our manu-
facturing and services sectors.

As of 1997, 96,000 Michiganians were
employed in high-tech jobs. The total
payroll for these Michigan workers
reaches $4.5 billion annually, and the
average employee makes an impressive
$46,761 per year.

High-tech is of critical importance to
my state. In addition to those who are
directly employed in this sector, thou-
sands of others depend on the health of
our high-tech industry for their liveli-
hood. Just as an example, 21 percent of
Michigan’s total exports consist of
high-tech goods. Clearly, whether in
international trade, automobile manu-
facturing, mining, financial services,
or communications, Michigan’s work-
ers depend on a healthy high-tech in-
dustry in our state.

And the same goes for America, Mr.
President. The internet is transforming
the way we do business. Electronic or
“E” commerce between businesses has
grown to an estimated $64.8 billion for
1999. 10 million customers shopped for
some product using the internet in 1998
alone. International Data Corporation
estimates that $31 billion in products
will be sold over the Internet in 1999.
And 5.3 million households will have
access to financial transactions like
banking and stock trading by the end
of 1999.

All this means that our economy,
and its ability to provide high paying
jobs for American workers, is increas-
ingly wrapped up in high-tech. Indeed,
our nation’s competitive edge in the
global marketplace rests squarely on
our expertise in the high-tech sector.
We must maintain a healthy high-tech
sector if we are to maintain a healthy,
growing economy.

This is not special pleading for one
industry, Mr. President. It is a simple
recognition of the fact that computer
technology is an integral part of nu-
merous industries important to the
workers of this country. That being the
case, it is in my view critical that we
secure the health and vitality of the
high-tech sector through policies that
encourage investment and competi-
tion. In my view it also is critical that
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