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Title VIII: Refundable Tax Credit for Medical
Expenses Associated With Pregnancy: Would
provide a $5,000 tax credit for the medical ex-
penses of pregnant women who give their
child up for adoption.

Title IX: Maternal Health Certificate Pro-
gram: Pregnant women would be eligible for
this program which could be used for mater-
nity and housing services including room and
board, medical care, counseling services, nu-
trition services and counseling, child and fam-
ily development counseling, adoption coun-
seling, vocational and educational counseling,
and transportation services.

Title X: Rehabilitation Grants for Maternity
Housing and Services Facilities: Requires the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to establish a grant program for non-
profit entities to rehabilitate structures for use
as maternity housing and services facilities.
These facilities could provide a variety of serv-
ices including room and board, medical care,
counseling (nutrition, health, prenatal, family,
adoption, vocational/educational), and trans-
portation.

Title XI: Repeal of the National Clearing-
house on Adoption Information.

Title XII: National Commission on Adoption:
Establishes a commission to review all adop-
tion programs, all activities pertaining to adop-
tion in the United States including a focus
upon how adoption is presented as an option
to unmarried pregnant women and the extent
to which prospective adoptive parents are
made aware of children waiting to be adopted.
Nine appointees (2—Speaker, 1—-House Minor-
ity Leader, 2-Senate Majority Leader, 1-Sen-
ate Minority Leader, 3-President). Commis-
sion will report back to Congress within 3
years and will subsequently disband.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, The Omnibus
Adoption Act brings to the table a solid pack-
age of provisions which would benefit children,
their prospective parents, and their birth moth-
ers. Any adoption legislation that Congress
enacts must ensure that each of these groups
is represented because they are all part of the
adoption equation.

———

HONORING BILL WATSON OF WEST
UNIVERSITY PLACE, TX

HON. KEN BENTSEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 15, 1999

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor William (Bill) Watson for his outstanding
contributions to West University Place, Texas
where he has been selected as Citizen of the
Year.

Bill Watson exemplifies the title Public Serv-
ant and well deserves the honor of being Cit-
izen of the Year. Among his most outstanding
professional accomplishments are:

Serving as a member of the West University
City Council from 1989 to 1991 and as the
city’s Mayor from 1993 to 1997.

Founding Board Member of the Medical
Center Chaplaincy, now known as the Lifeline
Chaplaincy. The purpose of the organization is
to provide training for chaplains to work in
hospitals as well as provide housing and spir-
itual support for families.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Founding Board Member of the Christian
Child Help Foundation that helps to place chil-
dren in foster care.

Currently serving on the Board of Trustees
of the Institute of Christian Studies, which is
affiliated with the University of Texas.

Currently a member of the Greater South-
west Houston Chamber of Commerce, the
West University Zoning and Planning Commis-
sion, and the West University Rotary Club,
from which he recently received the 1997 Out-
standing Vocational Service Award.

On a more personal note, Bill and his wife,
Lois, have been residents of West University
Place since 1961. They are active members of
the Southwest Central Church of Christ where
Bill has been teaching bible school since
1958.

While raising children in West University, Bill
and Lois were active in Little League, the
PTA, and Scouts. Bill was also President of
the Parents Association at Southwest Texas
State University. Bill and Lois will soon be re-
tiring to their ranch in Luling, TX.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratulate Bill Wat-
son. He is an ideal public servant and truly de-
serving of this award.

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT A. MUNYAN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 15, 1999

Mr. PALLONE, Mr. Speaker, on July 20,
1999, a long and illustrious career will come to
an end with the retirement of Mr. Robert A.
Munyan, the Business Manager of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW) Local Union 1289 in Wall, NJ.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Munyan was hired by Jer-
sey Central Power and Light Co. in 1956, and
he retired in 1996 after four decades of loyal
service. He became President and Business
Manager for Local Union 1289 in 1980. Prior
to becoming President and Business Manager,
he has held the following positions in the
Local: Shop Steward, Executive Board Mem-
ber and Chairman, and Vice President. He
has been involved in contract negotiations for
the members of the Local and System Council
U-3 since 1979.

Mr. Munyan has had a significant role in
many of the key public policy issues facing our
state. He represented the New Jersey State
AFL—CIO in shaping the New Jersey Master
Energy Plan. He has been actively involved in
protecting workers’ rights as the electricity de-
regulation issue is debated in the State Legis-
lature. Throughout his career, Robert Munyan
has been a strong proponent of the impor-
tance of political education. He has done a
tremendous job of instiling in working men
and women an appreciation of the need for or-
ganization and political awareness. He has
also reached out to educate the political lead-
ership about the needs and aspirations of
working people.

Mr. Speaker, after his August 21st retire-
ment dinner, | know that Mr. Munyan—who
has been married for 40 years, with two chil-
dren and two grandchildren—is looking for-
ward to the opportunity that retirement will pro-
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vide for him to spend more time with his fam-
ily. But | hope he will continue to play an im-
portant role in public affairs. We will still ben-
efit from his leadership, energy and dedication
to the fight on behalf of the working men and
women of our state and our nation.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE APOLLO 11
MOON LANDING AND ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION ABOARD
THE U.S.S. HORNET MUSEUM IN
ALAMEDA, CA

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 15, 1999

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in celebration
of the 30th anniversary of the historic Apollo
11 moon landing by astronauts Neil Arm-
strong, Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin and Michael Col-
lins. This milestone will be commemorated
aboard the U.S.S. Hornet Museum with a
nine-day festival, called “Moonfest 1999.”

Moonfest 1999 is an event blending history,
education and family entertainment together in
celebration of one of the greatest achieve-
ments of the 20th Century. The festival will in-
clude an airshow, lectures, exhibits, moon and
star gazing parties, a film series, receptions
and youth activities beginning on Friday, July
16th and concluding on Saturday, July 24th,
1999.

The dates of the festival have special mean-
ing because July 16, 1969, is the date the
Apollo 11 crew departed from earth, landing
on the moon on July 20th, and recovered
safely by the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Hornet in
the Pacific Ocean on July 24th.

Planning for the first human landing on the
moon began in April 1957 and in July 1960,
NASA named the program “Project Apollo”
with five goals: (1) to land American explorers
on the Moon and return them safely to Earth;
(2) to establish the technology required to
meet other national interests in space; (3) to
achieve for the United States preeminence in
space; (4) to carry out a program of scientific
exploration of the Moon; and (5) to develop
human kind’s capability to work in the lunar
environment. With Apollo 11’s mission, these
goals were met.

On the morning of July 24, 1969, the Air-
craft Carrier U.S.S. Hornet, as the Primary Re-
covery Carrier, successfully recovered the
Apollo 11 astronauts. On board the Hornet to
welcome the astronauts back was the Presi-
dent of the United States, NASA personnel,
distinguished guests and the Hornet’s crew.

This historic landing, and the many that fol-
lowed, was achieved in large part by the dedi-
cation and creatively of several California
aerospace corporations and their subcontrac-
tors, as well as citizens, universities and gov-
ernment agencies of the State of California.

| proudly join citizens throughout the world
in celebrating the 30th anniversary of the mon-
umental achievement of the first lunar landing.
| also want to thank the U.S.S. Hornet, her
crew and all of the people involved with the
Apollo Program for successfully bringing the
Apollo 11 crew home safely. | am excited and
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