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life and legacy of James Leonard Farmer who 
passed away on Friday, July 9, 1999, at the 
age of 79. I would like to extend my deepest 
sympathy and regards to Brother Farmer’s 
family and extended community. 

James Leonard Farmer served our nation 
as the founder and national chairman of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) estab-
lished in 1942. CORE is the third oldest and 
one of the ‘‘Big Four’’ civil rights organizations 
in America. A strong advocate and civil rights 
leader, Jim Farmer transformed America by 
fighting racial prejudice in the 1960’s and con-
tinuously throughout his lifetime. As the found-
er of CORE, Mr. Farmer paved the way for the 
later civil rights movement by organizing the 
first ‘‘Sit-ins’’ and ‘‘Freedom Rides’’ throughout 
the South. 

A devoted Christian, Jim Farmer had a 
strong and unwavering commitment to the 
cause of Christ. He always recognized the im-
portance of overcoming social injustice, which 
stood as his life-long pursuit. His dedication to 
justice earned him national recognition as he 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in 1998. 

Mr. Speaker, today I am honored to join 
with all Americans in recognizing the achieve-
ments and life of James Leonard Farmer. I am 
truly honored to pay tribute to Farmer’s distin-
guished life and am privileged to enter these 
words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
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PASSAGE OF COLORADO HOUSE 
JOINT RESOLUTION 99–1046

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 1999
Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the state of 

Colorado has requested Congress reform its 
‘‘Superfund’’ law to address the needs of busi-
nesses. Our position on this important matter 
has been established by the Colorado General 
Assembly though the passage of Colorado 
House Joint Resolution 99–1046. 

This measure was authored and sponsored 
by State Representative Jack Taylor and State 
Senator Dave Wattenberg. I hereby submit 
Colorado’s Resolution for the RECORD and 
urge its consideration by my colleagues in for-
mulating useful solutions to federal superfund 
laws.

COLORADO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 99–1046

By Representatives Taylor, Alexander, 
Fairbank, Hefley, Hoppe, Johnson, Kauf-
man, Kester, King, Larson, McKay, Miller, 
Nũnez, Paschall, Spradley, Stengel, Web-
ster, Young; also Senators Wattenberg, 
Blickensderfer, Chlouber, Epps, Evans, 
Hillman, Owen, Powers. 

CONCERNING A REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF
THE FEDERAL ‘‘SUPERFUND’’ LAW TO ADDRESS
THE NEEDS OF BUSINESSES.
Whereas, the General Assembly commends 

the intent underlying the federal Superfund 
law, namely, the desire to protect human 
health and the environment first while defer-
ring until later the assessment of blame and 
the collection of costs from persons found to 
be liable; and 

Whereas, The Superfund law generally 
serves this intent in cases where causation is 
clear; and 

Whereas, The Superfund law has proven 
not to serve as well in other cases; and 

Whereas, Specifically, the Superfund li-
ability system leads to excessive litigation 
for businesses, uncertainties in responsi-
bility that hamper access to capital, unwar-
ranted delays in the resolution of liability, 
and lack of responsiveness to the particular 
needs of business enterprises; and 

Whereas, Such problems are most vexing in 
the case of speciality oil change service sta-
tions, general automobile service stations, 
and other businesses that generate used oil 
in their daily activities and centrally collect 
and recycle used oil that would otherwise be 
disposed of by uncertain means and eventu-
ally become dispersed in the environment; 
and

Whereas, A businesses of this kind that 
contracts with an oil collection and recy-
cling firm certified by the Environmental 
Protection Agency should be able to depend 
on such certification and continue to operate 
in good faith, without fear of future liability; 
and

Whereas, Nevertheless, the current Super-
fund law does not offer even this basic level 
of protection to a business that makes every 
effort to be environmentally responsible; and 

Whereas, Businesses are committed to en-
vironmental protection, but have serious 
concerns with the current Superfund pro-
gram; and 

Whereas, Reforming the Superfund pro-
gram to address the needs of businesses 
would contribute to their continued viability 
and to the economic health of the state as a 
whole; now, therefore, 

Be it Resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Sixty-second General Assembly of 
the State of Colorado, the Senate concurring 
herein:

That we, the members of the Colorado Gen-
eral Assembly, hereby request the Congress 
of the United States to make the following 
changes to the Superfund law: 

1. Eliminate third-party litigation and in-
stead adopt a streamlined expedited, and in-
formal process to quickly allocate responsi-
bility among all parties potentially liable for 
cleanup of a Superfund site. 

2. For businesses that accept their respon-
sibility as allocated under the streamlined 
process, or that did not have the legal right 
to control the site during periods when con-
tamination occurred, provide immunity from 
further liability. 

3. Include, as part of the streamlined proc-
ess, a means for determining and declaring 
minimis liability for contamination at a site 
within 180 days. If the 180-day period is ex-
ceeded by more than 120 days, relieve busi-
ness de minimis parties of all liability unless 
the delay is outside the control of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 

4. Make the ability to pay an explicit, re-
quired criterion for allocation of financial 
responsibility to a business, taking into ac-
count the business’s overall financial condi-
tion and its ability to raise revenue. 

Be it further resolved, That copies of this 
resolution be sent to each member of Colo-
rado’s Congressional delegation and to the 
administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

RUSSELL GEORGE,
Speaker of the House 

of Representatives. 
RAY POWERS,

President of the Sen-
ate.

JUDITH M. RODRIGUE,
Chief Clerk of the 

House of Represent-
atives.

PATRICIA K. DICKS,
Secretary of the Sen-

ate.
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TERRI THOMSON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of Terri Thom-
son. Presently, Ms. Thomson serves as Vice 
President-Director of New York City and State 
Government Relations for Citigroup, a position 
she has held since December 1996. Ms. 
Thomson began her career with the company 
in February 1990 serving as Director of Com-
munity and Government Relations in the com-
munities of Queens, Brooklyn and Staten Is-
land. Prior to her career at Citigroup, Terri 
served as District Administrator for Congress-
man GARY ACKERMAN (D–NY), advocating for 
the citizens of the 7th Congressional District 
for ten years. 

Terri Thomson has taken a leading role in 
the community and has been a strong sup-
porter of many community initiatives. Terri 
Thomson was appointed for a four-year term 
beginning July 1, 1998 as a member of the 
New York City Board of Education. As a 
Board Member, she serves as Chair of the 
Parent Involvement and the Capital Plan Com-
mittees. Ms. Thomson has advocated for par-
ent involvement because of her commitment 
to improving the quality of education for our 
youth. As Vice Chair of the Board of the 
Brooklyn Sports Foundation, Ms. Thomson as-
sisted the organization in supporting the devel-
opment of an amateur athletic facility in Coney 
Island to serve the children of New York City. 

Our society has benefited from Ms. Thom-
son’s active support of organizations that nur-
ture cultural and academic enrichment. She 
has previously served as a board member for 
Queens Symphony Orchestra, Queens Library 
Foundation, Flushing Council on Culture and 
the Arts, and St. Francis College Board of Re-
gents. People in this community can learn 
from the perseverance of Ms. Thomson. She 
has found the time and energy to participate 
in various activities. As a community leader, 
Ms. Thomson has recognized the importance 
of economic empowerment, and, for this rea-
son, she became involved in organizations 
that work to improve economic conditions. She 
was a board member of Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corporation; a Chairwoman of 
Queens County Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation; and Treasurer of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce. 

I commend Ms. Thomson and pray that she 
will succeed in all future endeavors. 

f

RECOGNIZING GARY COCOLA 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Gary Cocola for his service 
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