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matter knowledge required to teach effectively
in reading, writing, mathematics, social stud-
ies, science, and other elements of a liberal
arts education. Middle school and secondary
school teachers would have to demonstrate a
high level of teaching skill and subject matter
knowledge in the subjects they teach either by
attaining passing scores on academic subject
area tests or by holding a bachelor's degree
with an academic major in each of the subject
areas in which they provide instruction.

Qualified special education teachers and bi-
lingual teachers also would be eligible for the
exemption.

| believe a teacher salary tax exemption is
an ideal way to solve several critical problems.
It would strengthen education, and address
the most important education issue facing the
country, by steering high quality teachers to
underperforming schools. And it would provide
targeted tax relief to the middle class rather
than an open-ended tax cut that benefits
wealthier Americans without solving any crit-
ical particular social problem.

U.S. teachers teach more hours per day
than their counterparts in other countries and
take more work home to complete at night, on
the weekends and holidays. At the same time,
U.S. teachers must go into substantial debt to
become prepared for a field that pays less
than virtually any other occupation requiring a
college degree.

| believe taxpayers are willing to direct addi-
tional resources to raise teacher salaries to a
level commensurate with teachers’ knowledge
and skills and with the important role they play
in our society. But | also think the public wants
and deserves to know that such funds are
being spent in an effective and responsible
manner that results in improved academic
achievement for students. That means tying
increased pay to teacher qualifications and de-
ploying our most talented teaches in the areas
that are having the most difficult time attract-
ing and retaining them.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
in passing this important legislation.
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate a great day, on which thirty
Kindergarten students from the Shady Lane
Elementary School reached all of the appro-
priate levels on their Terra Nova test. Ms.
Martha Wilson’s Kindergarten class is an out-
standing group of young people. | wish the
best of luck to the following group of kinder-
gartners who shared this special day with me
at the Shady Lane School: Courtney Callahan,
Nicholas Battee, Jaimie Beeker, Destiny Bing-
ham, Brian Buck, John Childress, Robert
Kilcourse, Kody McMichael, Marisa Peters,
Matthews Raively, Deborah Robinson, Karen
Sabater, Donald Smith, Richard Smith, Marcus
Smith, Ayana Thomas, Jessica Welch, George
Williams, and Nylan Wolcott.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to recognize one of the most beautiful
places in my District, the Chicago Botanic
Garden, and to celebrate the Garden’s grand
opening of the Buehler Enabling Garden.

The Chicago Botanic Garden is a clear
leader in horticultural therapy and barrier-free
gardening. It is only fitting that in the year that
our nation celebrates the 10th anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Chi-
cago Botanic Garden celebrates the grand
opening of a beautiful and unique 11,000-
square-foot garden design to encourage life-
long gardening for people of all ages and abili-
ties. Over two years of design and construc-
tion work culminated in the July 17th and 18th
grand opening of the Buehler Enabling Gar-
den, a garden that will serve to demonstrate
an array of techniques that can make gar-
dening fully accessible to people with disabil-
ities.

For millions of individuals, gardening offers
relaxation, social involvement, exercise, and a
sense of accomplishment. Unfortunately, for
people with disabilities, gardening may be
cumbersome and difficult. The Chicago Bo-
tanic Garden’s Buehler Enabling Garden, how-
ever, is not only barrier-free but its plant mate-
rials and garden structures have been care-
fully chosen to accommodate people with dis-
abilities and older adults. The Enabling Gar-
den is intended to serve as a model for people
with disabilities, human service professionals
and landscape architects. In fact, on July 28th,
the Chicago Botanic Garden will hold a sym-
posium for professionals in the health, human
service and design fields to learn how to
transfer techniques learned at the Enabling
Garden to their own institutions or their own
backyards.

Some of the examples of such gardening
techniques are raising flower bed and con-
tainers, building vertical gardens and hanging
baskets on pulley systems, and providing ade-
quate seating, shade, water and paving within
the garden for the disabled. The Buehler Ena-
bling Garden also exhibits a wide range of de-
vices, tools and plants that contribute to ac-
cessibility and sensory appeal for the sight-im-
paired. Appropriate tools used in an enabling
garden are generally small and lightweight or
have large, foam-padded handles that are
easy to manipulate. In addition, the variety of
plants that are best suited for an enabling gar-
den could include fragrant or textural plants for
those people with visual impairments, or dwarf
plants in containers or hanging baskets that
can bring gardening activities within easy
reach.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that the Chicago
Botanic Gardens is sharing its expertise in
horticultural therapy to make gardening acces-
sible to people of all abilities. | invite all Mem-
bers to join me in recognizing the grand open-
ing of the Buehler Enabling Garden at the Chi-
cago Botanic Garden.
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a dedicated public servant who has
served her small northern Michigan community
of Caspian for almost a quarter of a century.

A reception for Rosalie King tonight cele-
brates her many services to the residents of
Caspian. Although | can’t be at that event, I'd
like to share some thoughts with you and
House colleagues on her work.

Let me first remark on the kind of commu-
nity in which Rosalie has worked since 1978.

Much of northern Michigan was settled in
the late 1800s. Most of these towns in north-
ern Michigan were part of an early boom in
such industries as mining—both copper and
iron mining—and timber. By the turn of the
century, many of these settlements had be-
come communities. In the next quarter century
services, such as water and wastewater treat-
ment and brick streets, were added to these
many small towns.

The problem faced by many of these towns
is the aging of this basic infrastructure. Water
pipes no longer provide pressure sufficient for
adequate fire protection, and in some cases
they sustain failures because of frost heaving
or age-related problems that force continuous
and expensive repairs.

More important, with the boom years far be-
hind, basic infrastructure does not permit the
development of industrial parks or the rehabili-
tation of downtowns that can be the basis for
economic redevelopment.

It has been in the area of pursuing grants
for this kind of community maintenance and
redevelopment that Rosalie King has excelled.
As the city manager of Caspian she has suc-
cessfully won millions in grants and equally
successfully administered them, making future
grant acquisition more likely.

| have had the pleasure of being able to
work with the dynamic community leader who
has fought so long and hard for the betterment
of the citizens she serves. Rosalie personifies
the best of what local leadership can be and
she has demonstrated the best that programs
like Rural Development can be in terms of
helping small communities maintain a quality
of life and an ability to maintain and even at-
tract economic investment. Other northern
Michigan communities look to Caspian as an
inspiration and a model for community pride
and leadership.

But Rosalie King has been more to her
community than a public official. She is one of
those rare individuals who has been able to
give complete dedication to all areas of her
life, family, church and community. In addition,
she has been interested and involved in recre-
ation programs, especially hockey.

| know Rosalie will continue to dedicate her
many talents to the friends and neighbors that
make up the Caspian community. | ask you,
Mr. Speaker, to join me in this salute to Rosa-
lie King, a dynamic city manager, as she
brings to a close a long distinguished career.
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