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pleas, the government of Turkey in 1983 set 
up a puppet government in the area under its 
military occupation and effectively seceded 
from the island Republic, calling itself the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Turkey 
is the only nation to recognize this ‘‘republic’’. 

The Cyprus government, over the course of 
the last 25 years, has attempted to each out 
to the Turkish Cypriot community through dia-
logue, bicommunal contacts at local levels, 
and offers to cooperate in negotiations regard-
ing Cyprus’ accession to the European Union. 
Unfortunately, all efforts have been rebuffed. 

After a quarter of a century of failed efforts 
to end this illegal military occupation of over a 
third of the sovereign territory of the Republic 
of Cyprus, hope is in sight. The international 
community is calling for a new round of com-
prehensive negotiations this fall to find a set-
tlement reuniting the island in one federal, 
sovereign state. It is obvious that the pressure 
of the international community on rogue gov-
ernments can yield positive results. One need 
only to look upon the recent NATO action in 
Kosovo to realize that the international com-
munity has the diplomatic wherewithal to forge 
a successful solution to this crisis; all that is 
needed is the will. For the sake of peace and 
stability in the region and the world at large, 
now is the time for a just and lasting peaceful 
resolution. 

Mr. MCNULTY. A 25th anniversary is sup-
posed to be a happy occasion. Not so for the 
Greek-Cypriots. For them it marks the forcible 
division of Cyprus and the invasion of their be-
loved island by Turkey in 1974. 

In the last quarter century, Turkish invaders 
forced nearly 200,000 Greek Cypriots from 
their homes to become refugees in their own 
land.

For example, the 1975 Vienna III Agreement 
would have permitted 20,000 Greek Cypriots 
and Maronites to remain to live normal lives in 
the Turkish occupied Karpas Peninsula and 
the Maronite villages. Today, only 500 
enclaved Greek Cypriots and 160 Maronites 
are in the occupied area. 

There are reports of all kinds of harass-
ments and violations of civil rights and lib-
erties, including the destruction of Byzantine 
churches and other places of worship. Turkish 
restrictions abound—on travel, education and 
religious practices. 

This situation is unacceptable. 
And yet, despite all the Turkish abuses, the 

Government of Cyprus continues to reach out 
for a peaceful solution. 

The Greek Cypriots want peace. Recently, 
the United Nations Security Council adopted 
resolutions 1217 and 1218, calling for a 
peaceful, just, and lasting solution to the Cy-
prus problem. The United States Government 
wholeheartedly supports these resolutions and 
is committed to taking all necessary steps to 
help in its achievement. 

In the final analysis, only the parties to a 
dispute can settle it. Ultimately, it will be Cy-
prus and Turkey who will have to agree on a 
settlement. 

The Government of Cyprus is willing to 
come to the negotiating table. 

I urge our Government to continue to press 
ahead to persuade Turkey to comply with the 
Security Council resolution and to come to the 
negotiating table to work out a solution to this 
nettling problem. 

There is no quick fix to the Cyprus problem. 
But we must persevere. 

A solution can only benefit the entire Medi-
terranean region. 
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TAX CUTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
KUYKENDALL) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, to-
night I rise to speak about our most re-
cent tax cut that was put in place, and 
also to discuss what I think was the 
key element of that passage, that is, 
the trigger that was added in on the 
last round of amendments that were 
put in place. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had projections 
that are almost mind-boggling when we 
look at the dollar amount of these sur-
pluses we are projecting into the fu-
ture. If we do not count the Social Se-
curity surplus, but just in our other ac-
counts, we have nearly $1 trillion 
worth of surplus projected. Now, with 
that number being projected, our tax 
cutters looked at it and said, well, we 
would like to give 80 to 90 percent of 
that back to the American public in 
the form of a tax cut. 

I, for one, fully agree with giving 
back tax dollars that are that much in 
surplus to those needed to run our gov-
ernment functions. However, when it is 
done on a 10-year forecast, there is risk 
involved in how accurate that forecast 
may be. And as I looked at that, I said 
we need to do something to protect the 
tax cuts and, at the same time, ensure 
that we continue this path of paying 
down public debt. 

In doing so, we came to a triggering 
mechanism. And the trigger works in 
the fashion that if we are not con-
tinuing to pay down the debt, we will 
not take the tax cut that year. It is a 
simple mechanism. Just how much in-
terest are we paying on the debt? If 
that number does not get smaller each 
year, then we will pay more down on 
the debt and not have a tax cut that 
year.

The trigger mechanism is very im-
portant because it allows us to very re-
sponsibly manage the affairs of this 
government’s finances by paying down 
our debt and reducing taxes, but not 
doing one at the exclusion of the other. 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. KUYKENDALL. I yield to the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman for yield-
ing to me, because a number of us were 
instrumental in helping to write this 
trigger.

On Friday, Mr. Speaker, I was read-
ing the Wall Street Journal and there 
was a story in there and in it appar-
ently Alan Greenspan, the chairman of 
the Federal Reserve, was asked before 

the House Committee on Banking and 
Financial Services what he thought 
about this trigger and he said this: ‘‘I 
think that the notion of using a poten-
tial trigger is essential,’’ Greenspan 
said. He further went on to add that 
using the surplus to reduce the Federal 
debt is ‘‘an extraordinarily effective 
force for good in this economy.’’ 

He signed onto this. In essence, what 
the trigger is, it is a stoplight. If what 
the OMB and the CBO folks say is cor-
rect in terms of the expectations of 
where we are going to be with the 
budget surplus, things happen the way 
they say, and the debt, in fact, is com-
ing down, $5.5 trillion is what it is 
today, the tax cut goes forward.
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But if, in fact, something happens, if 

interest rates go up, if spending goes 
up, and, in fact, the amount of money 
needed to service the Federal debt goes 
up rather than declines, the red light 
goes on. So it is a safety valve. And it 
also is going to serve as a break on ad-
ditional spending as well. 

So I think that this was a very im-
portant measure that a number of us 
fought for. And furthermore, today I 
know a number of us communicated to 
our leadership that we are hoping that 
the Senate certainly adds this provi-
sion in their tax bill that they are de-
bating this week. And if they are not 
able to get it included, then at least 
maybe in the conference, when we iron 
out the differences between the House 
and the Senate, that certainly the 
House would prevail on this making 
sure that the taxpayers are protected 
by making sure that this trigger device 
stays in effect. 

I applaud the leadership of my col-
league on this. It was important as a 
number of us met with Republican 
leadership and others. It is a trigger 
with real teeth. It is going to do the 
right thing, and that is what we are 
here for. 

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, I appreciate that 
comment.

I think the important part of this is, 
I have used the phrase ‘‘responsible.’’ I 
think it is also discipline that it im-
poses upon us as a Government. 

I came from local governments and 
State governments where our budgets 
had to be balanced, and we could not 
issue debt unless we were asking the 
voters to approve it. But we do not do 
that here. We play that role ourselves. 

In this case, we have imposed a dis-
cipline with this particular triggering 
mechanism that I think it is essential 
that it come back in the conference 
version of this bill. And it is impor-
tant, I think, that our colleagues on 
the Senate side hear that, as well. 

We have a mechanism now that will 
impose discipline, give us responsible 
Government, control the debt, and still 
allow almost $800 billion worth of tax 
cuts.
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