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faith. Throughout the years, Annunciation has 
served as a center of spiritual and religious 
growth within the community through the rites 
of Eucharist and Confirmation. Also, Annun-
ciation unites Catholic members of the com-
munity through marriage, offers spiritual par-
dons through confession, as well as memorial-
izes the deceased through Christian burial. 

Annunciation has also educated generations 
of young men, women and children who have 
passed through the residential school over the 
last seventy-five years. in addition to teaching 
children the fundamental academic disciplines, 
Annunciation has taught the importance of 
service to the community. Currently, Annun-
ciation is involved in helping to bring the Bel-
laire-Puritas Development Corporation and the 
Meals-On-Wheels to the area, providing their 
end of the month Neighborhood Meal, and 
monthly Food Collection and Hunger Collec-
tion, both of which are very supportive of the 
West Park Community Cupboard. 

It is evident that the Annunciation Parish 
Community has, over the years, played a cru-
cial role in the community, and that its many 
years of service have been an invaluable con-
tribution to the West Cleveland community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
PLEASANTON LIONS CLUB’S 
CAMPAIGN TO RAISE AWARE-
NESS ABOUT SCLERODERMA 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999
Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to bring to the attention of my colleagues a 
disease known as scleroderma that an esti-
mated 500,000 Americans currently suffer 
from. Even though more people have this dis-
ease than have Muscular Dystrophy, Multiple 
Sclerosis or Cystic Fibrosis, Scleroderma, un-
fortunately, is not that well known by the pub-
lic. 

Scleroderma literally means ‘‘hard skin’’ and 
is a chronic disorder that leads to the over-
production of collagen in the body’s connec-
tive tissue. It can also effect internal organs, 
causing severe damage and serious complica-
tions to the body’s digestive, circulatory and 
immune system. Scleroderma is not con-
tagious or directly hereditary nor is it gender, 
race or age specific. However, 80% of its vic-
tims are women, most in the prime of their 
lives. Unfortunately, there is no known cause 
or cure for scleroderma. 

I would like to commend the Pleasanton 
Lions Club within the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict for taking it upon themselves to raise 
awareness about Scleroderma. Thanks to a 
request being made by the Pleasanton Lions 
Club, the Pleasanton City Council on May 18 
of this year proclaimed the month of June as 
‘‘Scleroderma Awareness Month.’’ Also in con-
junction with downtown events in Plesanton, 
the Pleasanton Lions Club sponsors a booth 
offering information about the disease that 
also involves members from the Scleroderma 
Support Group in the Bay Area who share 
their stories with the public. 

The Pleasanton Lions Club has also estab-
lished informational displays along with lit-

erature at the Pleasanton Library, the Lion’s 
Club visitor/ticket office, the Valleycare Library, 
Valleycare Mental Center, the Pleasanton 
Senior Center and the Livermore Veterans 
Hospital. 

On June 11, the Pleasanton Lions Club 
sponsored their 11th annual golf tournamaent 
and dinner to help raise money for 
scleroderma research. I have been told that 
the tournament and the subsequent dinner 
were a roaring success. 

It is important that scleroderma be given the 
attention required to raise awareness and the 
funds needed to fight this chronic disease. 
The Pleasanton Lions Club have played a 
major role in this effort and I thank them for 
it. I hope others will follow their lead and get 
the word out to the public about why we need 
to fight scleroderma. 
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SALARIES FOR MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS

HON. RON LEWIS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the issue of salaries for 
Members of Congress. 

I have spoken time and again about my 
frustration of having to deal with the issue of 
automatic cost of living increases for Members 
of Congress each year. This year was no ex-
ception. 

Representing a mostly rural district in Ken-
tucky, I believe that I am fairly compensated 
for my services. It is an honor for me to rep-
resent the Second District. 

It is important, at a time like this, for us to 
not lose sight of the fact that in the past sev-
eral years we have ask America to sacrifice in 
order to balanced the federal budget. While 
we, in Congress, have made great strides to-
ward this goal, our job is not yet complete. 

I continue to be concerned with the process 
in which these cost of living adjustments are 
made. I would rather Congress take an up or 
down vote on all pay adjustments for Mem-
bers and have cosponsored legislation to 
eliminate the cost of living provision all to-
gether. This was the manner in which Con-
gress did business for over one hundred and 
fifty years. 

This is the first time in five years I have 
voted for a cost of living increase. I have to 
recognize that many of my colleagues are not 
fortunate enough to live in a low cost area 
such as the Second District of Kentucky. 

This increase is not just for Members of 
Congress but for the thousands of federal 
judges and civil service administrators which 
are leaving at an alarming rate for the private 
sector. This exodus is depriving the govern-
ment of some of the best and brightest that 
we have to offer. 

Mr. Speaker, while I supported the increase 
for these reasons this time, I will not accept it 
personally. I intend to contribute my share of 
the cost of living increase to worthwhile 
causes in the Second District of Kentucky. 

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT SADOW 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to Police Chief Albert Sadow who retired from 
Hazel Park, Michigan’s Police Department on 
July 14, 1999, bringing closure to 38 years of 
distinguished public service. 

Chief Sadow’s career with the City of Hazel 
Park dates back to 1961 when he worked for 
the Water and Sewer Department at the hour-
ly rate of $1.67. In addition to holding the civil-
ian posts of Assistant City Manager and Per-
sonnel Director, Chief Sadow rose through the 
ranks of the Police Department from Patrol-
man to Sergeant to Lieutenant, and finally to 
Chief in 1985. 

Under Chief Sadow’s leadership, the City of 
Hazel Park profited from many positive 
changes and innovations in public safety. 
Through the acquisition of state and federal 
funds, Chief Sadow brought the Hazel Park 
Police Department into the 21st Century by in-
stalling video display terminals, video cam-
eras, radar units and state-of-the-art computer 
systems in every police cruiser. 

Other programs instituted during Chief 
Sadow’s tenure include the Southeast Oak-
land Crime Suppression Task Force, Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education (DARE), the K–
9 unit, Motor Vehicle Carrier and Bicycle Pa-
trol. 

In his 38 years of service, Albert Sadow 
never used a sick day, and has been a tire-
less, and dedicated public servant. Indeed, 
Hazel Park is as better and safer place thanks 
to Chief Sadow. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in wishing my friend, Albert Sadow, good 
health and happiness as he and his wife, Vir-
ginia, trade in his police car for their motor 
home, and spend their retirement visiting their 
three grown children and enjoying life to-
gether. 
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HONORING JUDGE FRANK M. 
JOHNSON, JR. 

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, We are a coun-
try of strong men united by great philosophies, 
yet we are divided by realities that built this 
country by stripping a people of their land in 
order to call it our own and by enslaving an-
other people to a lifelong labor of blood and 
sweat to build our homes. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on the brink of a 
new millennium, not to point out the immacu-
late flaws of our cherished American dream. 
Rather, I rise to salute Judge Frank M. John-
son, Jr., a man who Time Magazine in 1967 
deemed ‘‘one of the most important men in 
America’’ and whose life exemplifies the Bib-
lical statement ‘‘To whom much is given, much 
is required.’’ 

Judge Johnson is a man who dedicated 
more than four decades of his life to ensuring 
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that no man be limited by separate facilities 
that inherently violate his right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. He is an Amer-
ican icon, a legendary Federal jurist from Ala-
bama whose historic civil rights decisions for-
ever shattered segregation in a ‘‘Jim Crow’’ 
South. His monumental ruling striking down 
the Montgomery bus-segregation law as un-
constitutional created a broad mandate for ra-
cial justice that eternally eliminated segrega-
tion in public schools and colleges, bathrooms, 
restaurants and other public facilities in Ala-
bama and across the South. Judge Johnson 
was an innovator and a crusader for all man-
kind who will be remembered eternally for giv-
ing true meaning to the word justice. 

Today, I rise to honor Judge Johnson for 
helping to bring equality to the American 
dream; I honor him for bringing justice to an 
inhumane system of law; I honor him like Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., for allowing justice and 
righteousness to roll down like a mighty 
stream. 

f

AMENDMENT TO CZECH 
CITIZENSHIP LAW PRAISED 

HON. STENY H. HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ad-
dress an issue I have raised in this Chamber 
many times before: the Czech citizenship law. 
For 5 years, as a member of the Helsinki 
Commission, I have argued that the law 
adopted when the Czechoslovak Federal Re-
public dissolved, on January 1, 1993, was de-
signed to and had the effect of leaving tens of 
thousands of former Czechoslovaks de jure or 
de facto stateless. I have argued, and as 
Czech officials eventually admitted, all of 
those people were members of the Romani 
minority. And I have argued that to have a law 
with such a narrow and discriminatory impact 
was no accident. Most of all, I have argued 
that this law needed to be changed. 

In 1996, the law was amended in an effort 
to placate international critics of the law, but 
that amendment was mere window dressing 
and the Czech citizenship law still left tens of 
thousands of former Czechoslovaks stateless, 
every one a Rom. Moreover, there was an im-
portant principle at stake: citizenship laws in 
newly independent states which discriminate 
against permanent residents who were citi-
zens of the former state on the basis of race, 
language, religion or ethnicity are not compat-
ible with international norms. That failure to 
uphold this principle in the Czech Republic 
could have critical reverberations in every 
former Soviet Republic and, more to the point, 
every former Yugoslav Republic. 

Many people working on this issue believed 
that the 1996 amendment was all that was po-
litically possibly; that we would simply have to 
resign ourselves to a generation of stateless 
Roma. The leadership of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, including the current Chairman, Con-
gressman CHRIS SMITH, held our ground and 
insisted that the Czech law should be amend-
ed again, to bring it into line with international 
norms. 

Meanwhile, throughout this first post-Com-
munist decade, the number of violent attacks 
against Roma climbed, year after year. By the 
fall of 1997, some 2000 Czech Roma had re-
quested asylum in Canada. By 1998, NGO’s 
reported that there had been more than 40 ra-
cially motivated murders in the Czech Repub-
lic since 1990, more than the number of ra-
cially motivated murders in Bulgaria, Romania, 
and Slovakia combined—countries with much 
larger Romani populations. Midway through 
1998, the city of Usti nad Labem announced 
plans to build a wall to segregate Romani resi-
dents from ethnic Czechs—a ghetto in the 
heart of Europe. 

Fortunately, the Czech Government elected 
last year appears to take the human rights vio-
lation of Czech Roma much more seriously. 
Early after taking office, Deputy Prime Minister 
Pavel Rychetsky announced that amending 
the Czech citizenship law would be a priority 
for his government. Acting on that commit-
ment, the Chamber of Deputies adopted an 
amendment on July 9 that will enable thou-
sands of Roma to apply for citizenship. 

This amendment must still be passed by the 
Czech Senate and signed into law by Presi-
dent Havel—both steps are expected to take 
place this year. More critically, it will be nec-
essary to ensure that there is an active cam-
paign to reach all those who have been de-
nied citizenship, to make sure this right is fully 
exercised. But for now, the Czech Chamber of 
Deputies has upheld an important principle 
and, even more importantly, upheld the rights 
of the Romani minority. 
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H.R. 2633—THE POLICE BADGE 
FRAUD PREVENTION ACT OF 1999

HON. STEPHEN HORN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, today I reintro-
duced H.R. 2633, the Police Badge Fraud 
Prevention Act, a bill intended to remove the 
state and local police badge from the reach of 
those who wish to use badges to commit 
crimes. 

If a man or woman in a police uniform 
knocks on your door and shows a badge, you 
wouldn’t think twice about opening the door. 
But by doing so, you may be putting your fam-
ily in danger. Counterfeit police badges—and 
fraudulently obtained real ones—have allowed 
criminals to invade people’s homes and ter-
rorize their families. 

In 1997, Los Angeles police arrested two 
men suspected of committing more than 30 
home-invasion robberies by impersonating po-
lice officers. Among the more than 100 items 
confiscated from the suspects’ home were offi-
cial Los Angeles police badges. 

Despite state statutes against impersonating 
police officers, criminals appear to have dis-
turbingly easy access to police badges and 
the means to manufacture counterfeit badges. 
The local Fox television affiliate in Los Ange-
les found out just how easy it is in an under-
cover investigation. The undercover reporter 
bought a fake Los Angeles Police Department 
badge from a dealer for $1,000, a fake Cali-

fornia Highway Patrol badge for $40, and for 
$60 a fake badge from the police department 
of Signal Hill (a city in my Congressional Dis-
trict). 

The threat of counterfeit police badges 
reaches across state lines. Criminals can pur-
chase badges on the Internet and through 
mail-order catalogs. The interstate nature of 
the counterfeit badge market calls for a na-
tional response to this problem. There is cur-
rently no federal law dealing with counterfeit 
badges of state and local law enforcement 
agencies. 

H.R. 2633, the Police Badge Fraud Preven-
tion Act, would ban the interstate or foreign 
trafficking of counterfeit badges and genuine 
badges (among those not authorized to pos-
sess a genuine badge). This legislation would 
complement state statutes against imper-
sonating a police officer, addressing in par-
ticular the problems posed by Internet and 
mail-order badge sales. The bill is similar to 
H.R. 4282 in the 105th Congress. The new 
version of the bill includes exceptions for 
cases where the badge is used exclusively in 
a collection or exhibit; for decorative purposes; 
or for a dramatic presentation, such as a the-
atrical, film, or television production. The Fra-
ternal Order of Police is endorsing this bill. 

Misuse of the badge reduces public trust in 
law enforcement and endangers the public. 
This bill should be enacted to stop criminals 
from using this time-honored symbol of law 
enforcement for illegal purposes. 

I am delighted to have the following co-
sponsors. They are: Mrs. MORELLA, Mr. 
RAMSTAD, Mr. SHOWS, Mr. BARCIA, Mr. 
HOLDEN, Mrs. KELLY, Mr. INSLEE, Mr. VIS-
CLOSKY, Mr. GENE GREEN, Mr. KOLBE, Mr. LU-
THER, Mr. ENGLISH, Mr. ADAM SMITH, Mr. STU-
PAK, Ms. DANNER, Mr. OSE, Mr. REYES, Ms. 
BERKLEY, and Mr. GARY MILLER. 

I urge my colleagues to co-sponsor this leg-
islation and urge the House to pass it. 

Mr. Speaker, the text of H.R. 2633 is short. 
It follows:

H.R. 2633
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Police Badge 
Fraud Prevention Act of 1999’’
SEC. 2. POLICE BADGES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 33 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 716. Police badges 

‘‘(a) Whoever—
‘‘(1) knowingly transfers, transports, or re-

ceives, in interstate or foreign commerce, a 
counterfeit police badge; 

‘‘(2) knowingly transfers, in interstate or 
foreign commerce, a genuine police badge to 
an individual not authorized to possess it 
under the law of the place in which the badge 
is the official badge of the police; 

‘‘(3) knowingly receives a genuine police 
badge in a transfer prohibited by paragraph 
(2); or 

‘‘(4) being a person not authorized to pos-
sess a genuine police badge under the law of 
the place in which the badge is the official 
badge of the police, knowingly transports 
that badge in interstate or foreign com-
merce;
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than 180 days, or both. 
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