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and the Transplant Hope Foundation to raise 
funds for the UCD Transplant Research Cen-
ter. He is also the past president of the Grand-
fathers Club of Sacramento. 

Wing Fat is truly a gentleman in every 
sense of the word. He epitomizes honesty in 
business and service to community. His strong 
links to the business community have made 
the Asian Pacific Rim Festival founded by his 
father a great success every year in Old Sac-
ramento. With the passing of his legendary 
restaurateur father, Wing devotes himself to 
continuing Frank Fat’s legacy of strengthening 
the influence of Asian Americans in business 
and politics. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in applauding Wing Fat’s great con-
tributions to the Sacramento community. As 
he is honored I wish him a very enjoyable 
evening at the Sacramento Chinese Commu-
nity Service Center’s annual August Moon 
Night Dinner. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following statement into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

During rollcall vote No. 354 I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been here I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, due to 
official business, I was unable to record my 
vote on the following two measures that were 
considered here in the House of Representa-
tives on July 29, 1999. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 348 as 
well as rollcall vote 349. 
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DISAPPROVING EXTENSION OF 
NONDISCRIMINATORY TREAT-
MENT TO PRODUCTS OF PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

SPEECH OF

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 1999

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong opposition to this resolution. 
Denying NTR to China will undermine United 
States economic interests. It is our twelfth 
largest market and China increased imports 
from the United States 11 percent last year, all 
products made by highly skilled workers earn-
ing high wages. 

Connecticut exports to China in 1998 totaled 
more than 301 million ranking it tenth in the 

Nation. Connecticut businesses and its work-
ers have a direct interest in maintaining nor-
mal trading relations with China and with fur-
ther opening China’s markets. With a quarter 
of the world’s population and the third largest 
economy, China’s buying power will grow tre-
mendously in the years ahead. If we do not 
engage this emerging major market, other na-
tions will replace U.S. companies and through 
the significant resulting profits gain a competi-
tive advantage over us. That has already hap-
pened in the helicopter market through short-
sighted American policy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is just a fact that China is 
making quiet but significant progress in many 
areas. Unlike Russia, China has recognized 
the need to recapitalize their state-owned 
businesses and has gradually sold many to 
foreign companies. They are modernizing their 
economy without the level of unemployment, 
crime, and turmoil that has plagued other 
communist nations faced with this challenge. 

Furthermore, western companies have 
brought management practices to China that 
develop individual initiative and respect work-
ers’ ideas. They have brought more stringent 
health safety and environmental standards ac-
complishing goals like reducing industrial 
waste 35 percent and harmful air emissions 
36 percent, as did Carrier since 1995. 

And western companies have brought more 
opportunity to workers through benefits like 
Otis Elevator’s home ownership program. 

In addition, China has had direct elections in 
half its villages, gaining experience with secret 
ballots and multicandidate elections. In some 
provinces, 40 percent of the candidates are 
young entrepreneurs and not Communist 
Party members. In 1997, as part of the rule of 
law initiative the training of legal aid lawyers 
began. 

In sum, China is modernizing its economy 
and governance through a process that is har-
monious with her long history and cultural tra-
ditions, but that should not obscure the growth 
of values in common with people in the west. 
It should certainly not obscure our common in-
terest in the growth of trade between our na-
tions based on the principles that undergird 
the WTO relationships. By renewing NTR and 
working with China to enter WTO we can help 
China adopt free and fair trade policies. Lower 
tariffs make our goods more affordable. Dis-
tribution rights under WTO will provide access 
to customers. Good for China, good for us. 

I urge renewal of the normal trade relations 
with China and opposition to this resolution of 
disapproval. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 

HON. JIM SAXTON
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced a bill that will aid the families of Toms 
River, New Jersey, a community in my district, 
as we continue to determine the cause of an 
unusually high rate of childhood cancers. 
Through extensive testing, a radioactive sub-
stance known as radium 224 has been de-
tected in this drinking water supply. Today, we 

know very little about radium 224 and it is time 
we take a closer look at its possible effects on 
public health. 

My bill would require the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) to 
complete a study of the toxicological effects of 
Radium 224 in drinking water. The study is to 
include an epidemiologic analysis of popu-
lations in areas where Radium 224 occurs in 
drinking water. 

It would also require the administrator of 
EPA to establish safe drinking water standards 
for Radium 224 under the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. This measure would amend the Safe 
Drinking Water Act to instruct that each state 
revise its water quality assessment plan every 
five years and that the results be made avail-
able to the public. 

It has been reported that childhood cancer 
rates in the United States are increasing each 
year. More and more, we hear of other cancer 
clusters appearing around the country. This 
measure, coupled with the efforts of all those 
working on the Toms River case, will provide 
valuable assistance in addressing many of the 
mysteries associated with cancers in children. 
We have a commitment to find the cause of 
this cluster, and failing to do so would be a 
setback for everyone living near an environ-
mentally hazardous site. 
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MAVIS TOSCANO 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to extend my warmest thanks, and my fondest 
best wishes, to Mavis Toscano, my chief of 
staff, who will be leaving my office at the be-
ginning of August. We have become accus-
tomed in Congress to staff members who 
come and go in a period of months or a few 
years, replaced in a matter of days by their 
successors who themselves are destined for 
only limited stays. Mavis Toscano was the 
shining exception to this rule. Mavis has been 
on my staff for some 15 years, dating back to 
when I was a member of the County Board of 
Supervisors in San Jose, and in my own jour-
ney from California to Washington she has 
been an indispensable assistant, an invaluable 
help, an immeasurable asset. 

Over the years Mavis has handled nearly 
every imaginable task for a congressional staff 
member, sometimes all at once by herself. For 
the last several years she has run my district 
office in San Jose, creating there a smoothly 
functioning enterprise whose successes on 
behalf of the people of the 16th District of 
California are innumerable. Her service to our 
community, both during her time with me and 
while she worked for the California State As-
sembly, has been at all times both resourceful 
and thoughtful. At times it has seemed like 
Mavis knew everyone in the District by his or 
her first name, and was owed a debt of grati-
tude by nearly all of them for her service. 

Yet at the same time that I will greatly miss 
both the services of Mavis Toscano and her 
decades-long friendship, I cannot but be 
happy for the tremendous opportunities that 
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