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(1) Romania has negotiated, agreed to, and
ratified an important bilateral treaty with
the neighboring Republic of Hungary that
recognizes the borders of those two countries
and provides for the protection of the civil
liberties of citizens who are members of na-
tional minorities.

(2) Romania has negotiated, agreed to, and
ratified an important bilateral treaty with
neighboring Ukraine that recognizes the bor-
ders of those two countries.

(3) The November 1996 electoral change in
the Government of Romania was the first
such change under a democratic political
system in Romania since 1937.

(4) Romania was the first country to join
the ‘“‘Partnership for Peace’ program of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
in January 1994, has since become an active
participant in that program, is a member of
NATO’s Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council,
and has stated its strong interest in admis-
sion into NATO and into the European
Union.

(6) The Government of Romania has
worked to ensure civilian control over its
armed forces and has begun to implement
military reform through force reductions, re-
organization of officer ranks, and adoption of
NATO-compatible procedures.

(6) Romania has provided military per-
sonnel for participation in and support of
multinational peacekeeping operations.

(7) The Government of Romania has stated
its continuing support for the mission of
NATO in supporting democratization and
stability across Europe.

SEC. 2. POLICY TOWARD ROMANIA.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to promote the development in Roma-
nia of a market-based economy and a demo-
cratic government that respects the rights of
all of its citizens, regardless of ethnic back-
ground;

(2) to support the territorial integrity of
Romania and to insist that the territorial in-
tegrity of Romania be respected by all neigh-
boring countries and by all political move-
ments within and outside Romania; and

(3) to support the integration of Romania
into pan-European and trans-Atlantic eco-
nomic and security institutions.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) the United States should support efforts
by Romania to integrate into pan-European
and trans-Atlantic institutions and should
view such integration as an important factor
in consolidating democratic government in
Romania;

(2) Romania is to be commended for its
work to achieve bilateral treaties with the
Republic of Hungary and Ukraine and the
Government of Romania should now work
expeditiously to negotiate, agree to, and rat-
ify a bilateral treaty with the neighboring
Republic of Moldova that recognizes the bor-
ders of those two countries;

(3) the Government of Romania should ac-
celerate necessary economic reforms, par-
ticularly privatization of state-owned enter-
prises under a fair and transparent process
and privatization of the agricultural sector
to include privatization of land and of major
agri-business enterprises;

(4) the Government of Romania should, in
a concrete manner, address corrupt and
criminal activities at all levels;

(5) the United States should undertake to
assist Romania to address the costs of dis-
ruptions in commerce in southeastern Eu-
rope caused by the conflict in neighboring
Serbia; and

(6) the United States should join other offi-
cial creditors of Romania in providing Ro-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

mania with relief from such official debt
through rescheduling and, where appro-
priate, forgiveness.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JULIA CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 2, 1999

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably absent for one vote on Friday, July 30,
1999, missing rollcall vote 355. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT A. GUTHANS

HON. SONNY CALLAHAN

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 2, 1999

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Bobby Guthans a respected leader in
his field, an outstanding citizen in our commu-
nity and quite frankly, as fine a gentleman as
| have ever known. On a personal note, | am
also pleased and honored to call Bobby
Guthans my friend.

Bobby recently retired as president of Mid-
stream Fuel Inc., Petroleum Energy Products
Co., and Tenn-Tom Towing Co. As one of the
founders of Midstream back in 1974, Bobby
helped build a company that soon became
recognized around the world as one of the in-
novative leaders in the maritime industry.

Bobby’s success at Midstream didn’t just
happen because he’s a nice guy with a great
outlook on life, although he is certainly that.

It was the product of hard work, a good
business head on his shoulders and a work
ethic and respect for others that is second-to-
none. In addition, Bobby, and his lovely wife
Barbara Ann, come from the old school who
believe “it is better to give than receive.”

As such, they have volunteered literally un-
told hours in worthy civic and charitable en-
deavors, always with the attitude that it is right
to give something back to your community and
to your fellow man. Both Bobby and Barbara
Ann are without peers when it comes to their
generosity.

While being a first-class CEO, as well as a
wonderful husband, father and grandfather,
Bobby has also found time to hold down many
important positions of leadership in his indus-
try as well as his community. Some of these
include: Chairman of the Board of American
Waterways Operators; Chairman of the South-
ern Region of the AWO; Chairman of the
Board of the Mobile Area Chamber of Com-
merce; Director of the Executive Committee of
the Warrior-Tombigbee Development Associa-
tion; and Director of the World Dredging Asso-
ciation.

In addition, he is on the boards of the Mo-
bile Economic Development Council, the Mo-
bile Industrial Development Board, the Na-
tional Waterways Conference, Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Alabama, the Geological Sur-
vey of Alabama and the Navy League of Mo-
bile.
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Bobby’s community spirit has not gone with-
out notice or thanks. Earlier this year, the U.S.
Coast Guard bestowed upon Bobby its sec-
ond-highest honor, the Meritorious Public
Service Commendation. In addition, he has re-
ceived the Alfred F. Delchamps, Jr. Award and
the National Rivers Hall of Fame Achievement
Award. In 1990, the Propellor Club named him
Maritime Man of the Year.

Bobby is a native of Mobile and is a grad-
uate of Virginia Military Institute, where he was
commissioned as an Army officer and spent
the next two years fighting for his country in
the Korean Conflict. Today, Bobby serves on
the board of VMI, as well as on the board of
Spring Hill College in Mobile.

There are few people in the life of Mobile
who have given as much, and as often, as
has Bobby Guthans. Today, Bobby has cho-
sen to spend a little more time with his bride
of 40-plus years, their two children, Robert A.
Guthans, Jr. and Jean Guthans Wilkins, and
their five beauitful grandchildren. But that
doesn’t mean he’s going to have a lot of free
time on his hands, for Bobby doesn't know
how to slow down. As he recently told a re-
porter from the Mobile Register, “I've got to be
doing something. I'm not the kind of person
who can spend his days hitting golf balls
around.”

Mr. Speaker, that's good news for Mobile,
Alabama. For if you think about all that Bobby
Guthans has been able to do for his commu-
nity, his state and his nation while he was also
running a multi-million dollar corporation, just
think what he’ll be able to do now that he
doesn’'t have to show up to work at seven
o’clock in the morning.

Mr. Speaker, | salute Bobby Guthans. He’s
a good man and a wonderful role model for us
all.

THE PASSING OF FATHER PETER
LAPPIN

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 2, 1999

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | deeply regret
informing our colleagues of the passing of one
of the most remarkable and accomplished
residents of my 20th Congressional District of
New York.

Father Peter Lappin, the author of 17 books
on Christian theology, has been considered
the spiritual leader of the Irish community in
my congressional district. He long served as
chaplain to the Rockland County Ancient
Order of Hibernians and was a longtime sup-
porter of the peace process in Ireland.

Father Peter Lappin devoted his life to the
Salesian Fathers of which he was a member.
He resided at the Marian Shrine and Don
Bosco Retreat in Rockland County for over 25
years. He had first taken his vows as a Sale-
sian of Don Bosco back in 1933, and lived in
our Hudson Valley region of New York since
1961.

Father Lappin, who was 88 years young
when a heart attack claimed him suddenly
yesterday, was born in Belfast. He attended
the Belfast School of Technology, the
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