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Mississippi. Dr. Walton has served Ole 
Miss for nearly forty years in several 
capacities ranging from a part-time 
English instructor in 1959 to the posi-
tion of Provost from which he is retir-
ing.

Born and raised in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, Dr. Walton has been a 
great servant of higher education in 
Mississippi. He graduated from the 
University of Southern Mississippi in 
1956 with a degree in English. He then 
attended Ole Miss, where he obtained 
his master’s degree and then his doc-
torate. Dr. Walton’s next step was a 
stint as a teaching assistant. Once he 
got his foot in the door, he quickly 
gained the respect of his colleagues and 
began to move up in the ranks. He has 
demonstrated exemplary commitment 
to public education. 

In addition to managing the demands 
of a career in academia, Dr. Walton has 
been dedicated to his family. He has al-
ways put his wife and three daughters 
first. I am envious of all the free time 
he will have for his four grandchildren. 

Mr. President, Dr. Walton has stood 
the test of time. He has adjusted to the 
many changes Ole Miss and our society 
have experienced. Dr. Walton has al-
ways stood by his principles of right 
and wrong, which were first profes-
sionally tested in 1962. He was one of 
only a handful of faculty who publicly 
supported James Meredith and the in-
tegration of Ole Miss. Several members 
of the faculty advised him not to sign 
a letter of support, but as Dr. Walton 
would say, ‘‘I felt it was the right thing 
for me to do.’’ His character was chal-
lenged early and he passed with flying 
colors.

Dr. Walton’s abilities and personal 
demeanor have made him one of the fa-
vorite administrators on campus, a 
fact which is evidenced by his holding 
several leadership positions during his 
tenure at Ole Miss. He has been de-
scribed as modest and deeply prin-
cipled. Often, Dr. Walton has been the 
one who carried the responsibility and 
made crucial decisions, but he shies 
from the spotlight, and allows others 
to be recognized and applauded. Today, 
we applaud Gerald Walton. 

Mr. President, at Ole Miss, Dr. Wal-
ton has proven himself to be multi-tal-
ented. He has served the University as 
a teaching assistant, Assistant Pro-
fessor, the Director of Freshman 
English, the Associate Dean and Dean 
of Liberal Arts, Associate Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic Affairs, Interim 
Chancellor, and finally in the position 
of Provost. In each of his positions, Dr. 
Walton has been the type of leader for 
whom every one of his students and 
colleagues would do most anything. 
Other contributions on his long list of 
accomplishments are the roles he 
played in organizing the first Faulkner 
and Yoknapatawpha Conference and 
the Oxford Conference for the Book. 

Mr. President, Dr. Walton is not one 
to brag on himself, but never thought 

twice about bragging on the University 
or his colleagues. I am pleased to have 
the opportunity to honor such a de-
serving individual. I trust that the 
Senate will join me in congratulating 
Dr. Gerald Walton on his retirement 
from a distinguished career at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi. My dear friend, 
Chancellor Robert C. Khayat, said it 
best when he was speaking of Dr. Wal-
ton. He said, ‘‘Truly, Gerald Walton 
can move into the next phase of his life 
knowing that the words, ‘Well done, 
my faithful servant,’ apply to him.’’ 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 

close of business yesterday, Monday, 
August 2, 1999, the Federal debt stood 
at $5,626,552,692,300.04 (Five trillion, six 
hundred twenty-six billion, five hun-
dred fifty-two million, six hundred 
ninety-two thousand, three hundred 
dollars and four cents). 

Five years ago, August 2, 1994, the 
Federal debt stood at $4,648,620,000,000 
(Four trillion, six hundred forty-eight 
billion, six hundred twenty million). 

Ten years ago, August 2, 1989, the 
Federal debt stood at $2,815,326,000,000 
(Two trillion, eight hundred fifteen bil-
lion, three hundred twenty-six mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, August 2, 1984, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,555,562,000,000 
(One trillion, five hundred fifty-five 
billion, five hundred sixty-two mil-
lion).

Twenty-five years ago, August 2, 1974, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$475,930,000,000 (Four hundred seventy-
five billion, nine hundred thirty mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
more than $5 trillion—
$5,150,622,692,300.04 (Five trillion, one 
hundred fifty billion, six hundred twen-
ty-two million, six hundred ninety-two 
thousand, three hundred dollars and 
four cents) during the past 25 years.
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TOBACCO MARKETS IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss the opening of the 1999 
tobacco marketing season in my home 
state of South Carolina. According to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the United States is one of the world’s 
leading producers of tobacco. It is sec-
ond only to China in total tobacco pro-
duction. Tobacco is the seventh largest 
U.S. crop, with over 130,000 tobacco 
farms in the United States. 

In South Carolina, tobacco is the top 
cash crop, worth about $200 million an-
nually. It also generates over $1 billion 
in economic activity for my state. To-
bacco production is responsible for 
more than 40,000 jobs on over 2,000 
farms and continues to account for 
about one-fourth of all crops and 
around 13 percent of total crop and 
livestock agriculture in South Caro-
lina.

It has been a hard couple of years for 
tobacco farmers in my state. Last year, 
a settlement between the State Attor-
neys General and five tobacco compa-
nies was completed. This settlement 
has created insecurity in these farm-
ers’ lives, as well as in their commu-
nities. Once again tobacco quota was 
cut this year. The cut was 17 percent, 
which means that these farmers have 
seen their quota reduced by 35 percent 
over the last 2 years. 

In recent years, we have seen a rise 
in tobacco imports, as domestic pur-
chases by companies have declined. 
This has had a direct effect on the 
economy of my state. Many of the 
rural towns in South Carolina have 
grown up around producing tobacco, 
and decreased demand for domestic to-
bacco has affected them greatly. I hope 
these companies see the need to pur-
chase more domestic tobacco and de-
crease the amount of tobacco they im-
port. It is imperative for these rural 
communities’ economic stability that 
domestic tobacco purchases rise. 

Mr. President, in conclusion I want 
to wish the tobacco farmers and ware-
housemen in South Carolina the best of 
luck this year. I wish that I could be 
down in South Carolina for this festive 
occasion of opening day, but duty calls. 
Although I can’t be there physically, 
they all know that I’m there in spirit. 
And as hard as I have worked in the 
past for them, they can expect me to 
work even harder to ensure farmers 
and their communities remain eco-
nomically sound. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. RUDOLPH E. 
WATERS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to 
pay tribute to a great educator who has 
fought diligently on behalf of all Mis-
sissippi students. 

Dr. Rudolph E. Waters has been em-
ployed at Alcorn State University, the 
nation’s oldest historically black land-
grant institution since 1957. Over the 
past 40 years, Dr. Waters has worked 
tirelessly to improve education stand-
ards.

While at Alcorn State, Dr. Waters 
has served as Dean of Students, Dean 
of Instruction, Coordinator of Title III 
Programs, Vice President, Interim 
President, and Executive Vice Presi-
dent. In 1964, while serving as Dean of 
Instruction, he was a participant in the 
Institute for Academic Deans at Har-
vard University. 

Born in Brookhaven, Mississippi, Wa-
ters received his B.S.C. from DePaul 
University in 1954. After studying for 
his master’s degree at Boston Univer-
sity and doing a stint at Southern Illi-
nois University, he received his Doc-
torate of Philosophy from Kansas 
State University in 1977. 

His professional affiliations include 
the American Association for Higher 
Education, the National Association of 
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