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This farmer was losing twice. First,
he would make no profit on the cattle
he would sell. Second, he could no
longer afford to keep his herd. It was
time to completely liquidate the herd.
As the farmer unloaded his animals at
the market, there were tears in his
eyes.

It was too late for this farmer, and if
we do not act quickly to get an emer-
gency assistance package passed, it
will be too late for many, many more
family farmers throughout the land.

During our visit to West Virginia,
Secretary Glickman declared all fifty-
five West Virginia counties a federally
designated disaster area. West Virginia
is not alone, and my provision will
help, if it is accepted, if it is adopted,
will help cattle farmers in Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and any other
region that receives a natural disaster
declaration for excessive heat and
drought.

During this visit with the Secretary,
more than twenty farmers and their
wives, gathered inside a barn on Mr.
Terry Dunn’s property in Jefferson
County to share their personal stories
about how the drought is impacting
them and what kind of help they need.
The overwhelming consensus was that
programs that were designed to work
at a time when our agriculture mar-
kets were strong, are not going to be
enough to keep a new generation on
the family farm.

In spite of all types of adversity, fam-
ily farmers have had the ingenuity to
keep their farms working for genera-
tions. Surely they can be trusted to
wisely use direct federal payments, and
with this same time-tested ingenuity,
keep their farms running. Farmers in
West Virginia have wisely diversified
their crops. In ordinary years, many
farmers grow enough different kinds of
crops to be able to feed their animals,
their families, and still take produce to
market for a good portion of the sum-
mer. But, the extraordinary times of
this drought require that we act now to
help West Virginia’s farmers and other
farmers in the non ‘“‘farm states’ who
are currently experiencing difficulties
as the result of extreme weather condi-
tions.

According to government statistics,
West Virginia is experiencing some of
the most severe water shortages in the
nation. Crop losses in one county
alone, Jefferson County, were esti-
mated two weeks ago to be almost $8.7
million and they are above that now.
In the Potomac Headwaters region of
the state, conditions are much worse.
Total damages in the state for crop
losses are more than $100 million. This
figure does not even include the value
of grazing pasture lost and winter feed
eaten during the summer, or losses in-
curred from selling livestock early, due
to extreme weather conditions.

Almost fifty percent of West Vir-
ginia’s cropland is pasture, forty-six
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percent is harvested, and the remain-
ing four percent is idle. The hay and
corn that usually feed the cattle herds
are gone. The ponds are shallow and
foul, the springs are dried up, and the
wells are dry.

Although West Virginia farmers are
willing to work day and night to keep
up with the backbreaking work of
farming, no amount of work will re-
stock the dwindling stores of grain
that are now being used to keep ani-
mals alive at the height of the summer
growing season, when pastureland
should be more than enough to satiate
an animal’s hunger. No amount of
sweat can restore vigor to stunted
crops that have gone too long without
a soaking downpour of rain reaching
the deepest roots. There is little that
these farmers can do to fill their wells
or farm ponds with water.

I traveled to see the damage that the
drought in West Virginia is causing for
farmers. I heard for myself the stories
they told. I saw for myself the impact
this drought is having, and I saw on
those tired, drawn faces the impact
this drought is having on the bodies,
the minds, and the souls of men and
women who earn their bread by the
sweat of their brow, in accordance with
the edict that was issued by the Cre-
ator Himself when He drove Adam and
Eve from the Garden of Eden.

We visited a corn field on Terry
Dunn’s farm. The reddish soil was dust
at my feet. The corn stalks that should
have grown beyond my head by this
time of the season were barely knee
high.

I wanted to see what kind of ears
these stunted stalks were producing.
The ear of corn that I reached down
and selected snapped too easily from
the stalk. This not yet shucked ear of
corn was barely bigger than two rolls
of quarters. I saw the conditions of the
cattle and pastureland in West Vir-
ginia. I saw the dry, cracked fields; I
saw the stunted corn stalks; and I
heard the stories of farmers. It all
amounts to a heart-breaking picture.

I urge my colleagues to help all cat-
tle farmers in areas declared as Federal
disaster areas as a result of excessive
heat or drought, and to support my
provision in their behalf. My amend-
ment will ensure direct relief to the
cattle farmers in the Northeast af-
fected by this natural disaster. It will
serve to bolster other important aid for
fruit and crop losses.

The sweltering temperatures have
taken their toll on farmers in the Mid-
Atlantic region. Let us not turn the
heat up further. Let us support the
small family farmer in his or her hour
of need.

My amendment is a part of the
Daschle-Harkin bill. I thank all Sen-
ators for listening.

I yield the floor.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15
p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:46 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer [Mr.
INHOFE].

———

AGRICULTURE RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2000—Continued

AMENDMENT NO. 1500

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise
to support the amendment offered on
this side of the aisle because I think it
meets all the income deficiency needs
of American agriculture pretty much
in the same way as the Democrat pro-
posal does, but it also does not spend
money in a lot of other areas that do
not meet the immediate needs of agri-
culture.

I have always thought of agriculture
and the needs of food production and
the process of food and fiber production
in America as kind of a social contract
between the 2 percent of the people in
the United States who earn their liveli-
hood in farming and the rest of the 98
percent of the people, as well as a so-
cial contract of the last 60 years of
some Government involvement and
some Government support of agri-
culture, particularly in times when in-
come was very low.

Thinking of it as a social contract,
then, I do not like to believe there is a
Democrat way of helping farmers or a
Republican way of helping farmers. I
like to think of our being able to work
together on this social contract pretty
much the same way we work together
on Medicare and Social Security—to
get agreements when there are changes
made in those programs.

In those particular programs—and,
thank God, for most agricultural pro-
grams—there have not been dramatic
changes over the years unless there has
been a bipartisan way of accomplishing
those changes. So, here we are, with a
Democrat proposal and a Republican
proposal. People watching this
throughout the country, then, have
their cynicism reinforced about how
Congress does not cooperate.

While this debate has not been going
on just today and yesterday but over
the last 2 or 3 months, there was an as-
sumption that there would be help for
agriculture under almost any cir-
cumstances; it was just a question of
how to do it and exactly how much.
While this debate was going on, we
have had different approaches, and it
has brought us to a point where we
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