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in politics, especially these days. Olson
will be long remembered for his char-
acter and fundamental decency in de-
fense of the wilderness he loved. On be-
half of myself and the citizens of my
state, as well as all Americans, I wish
Sigurd Olson a very happy birthday.
We are a greater country for his dedi-
cation.e

———

TRIBUTE TO FREDERICK A.
MEISTER

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, my
home state, the great Commonwealth
of Kentucky is known throughout the
world for many fine things—fast
horses, bluegrass countryside, the best
burley tobacco in the world and win-
ning basketball teams. And of course,
Kentucky is also known as the home of
fine Bourbon whiskey.

Bourbon is interwoven through the
history, heritage and economy of our
Commonwealth. First developed in 1797
by an early settler from Virginia
named Elijah Pepper who settled in
Versailles, Kentucky and built a still
behind the Woodford County Court-
house, Bourbon is a distinctively Ken-
tucky product that still plays an im-
portant role in our state’s economy.

For the past nineteen years, the in-
terests of this deeply rooted Kentucky
industry have been served very well by
a gentleman with no Kentucky roots of
his own: a man from the snowy plains
of Minnestoa—Frederick A. Meister.
For the past nineteen years, Fred Mei-
ster has served as President and CEO of
the Distilled Spirits Council of the
United States (DISCUS). He is planning
to retire soon and I wanted to take this
opportunity to thank him, on the be-
half of the many Kentuckians who are
employed by the distillery industry
throughout our Commonwealth for a
job well done.

While the leadership of many Wash-
ington trade associations seems to
come and go, Fred’s tenure at DISCUS
stands out as a distinguished excep-
tion. For almost two decades, the mil-
lions of Americans who choose to drink
in moderation could not have had a
more zealous advocate. At the same
time, Fred and DISCUS have wisely
taken a hard line against drunk driving
and other forms of reckless drinking.

Whether the issue has been taxes,
free trade or the First Amendment
freedom of distillers to advertise their
products on television and radio, Fred
has been there making a persuasive
case for the spirit industry’s legitimate
commercial interests. No one has
fought harder or more effectively on
these issues than Fred Meister.

At the same time, Fred and DISCUS
long ago recognized that the beverage
alcohol industry mut do its part to
stop drunk driving and other forms of
reckless drinking. Under Fred’s leader-
ship, the industry has made great
progress in this regard.
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Under his leadership, DISCUS has
successfully developed model legisla-
tion, the Drunk Driving Prevention
Act, which has encouraged many states
to pass life saving laws preventing
drunk driving, including a ban on open
containers and ‘‘zero tolerance’ for un-
derage consumption. Fred was among
the first to call for the establishment
of the Presidential Commission on
Drunk Driving. Subsequently, he
served with distinction on this panel.
Under Fred’s leadership, DISCUS has
maintained and enforced a strict Code
of Good Practice governing the adver-
tising and marketing of distilled spir-
its. In 1991, the majority of the DISCUS
companies made a multi-million dollar
investment to form an organization
known as the Century Council which
went on to develop a number of life
saving programs aimed at the problems
of underage drinking, drunk driving
and, most recently, college binge
drinking.

As Fred Meister steps down from the
leadership at the Distilled Spirits
Council, he leaves behind him a proud
and positive legacy and he leaves be-
hind an industry that is both commer-
cially strong and socially responsible.

I know that I can safely speak on the
behalf of the thousands of Kentuckians
who earn their living in the distilling
industry when I say ‘‘Congratulations
and thank You” to Fred Meister for a
job well done.®

———

APPRECIATION TO JOHN BRADLEY

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, on Fri-
day, August 6, 1999 John Bradley com-
pletes a two year assignment to the
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. In view of his outstanding per-
formance and contributions to the
Committee and our country’s veterans,
I am taking this occasion to recognize
John.

In mid 1997, the Committee was with-
out a professional staff member with
expertise in veterans’ health care de-
livery system. I turned to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the tem-
porary assignment of such a person. In
truth, I anticipated retaining whoever
was assigned only until such time as
my Staff Director was able to inter-
view and propose a permanent profes-
sional staff member. VA’s then Acting
Secretary Herschel Gober agreed to the
detailing of John Bradley since John
had served a similar assignment to this
Committee in the 103rd Congress.

John Bradley turned out to be the
consummate professional and the
search for a permanent professional
staff member was halted. A veteran of
the Vietnam conflict and a career em-
ployee of the VA with over 25 years of
service, primarily with the Veterans
Health Administration, John made an
immediate impact. With the Commit-
tee’s legislative agenda completed, he
directed with great professional skill
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the rigors of staff conferencing with his
House counterparts.

It also soon became apparent that
John was not a bureaucrat or intent on
maintaining the status quo. In fact, he
is an intellectual and innovative think-
er who is willing to explore new ideas
to advance the cause of veterans health
care.

During his assignment to the Com-
mittee, John played a major role in
shaping the following legislation: the
Veterans’ Health Care Improvements
Act of 1998, the Persian Gulf War Vet-
erans Act of 1998, and the Veterans
Compensation Cost of Living Adjust-
ment Act of 1998. Additionally, John
has spent many hours this year work-
ing on S. 1076, the Veterans Benefits
Improvements Act of 1999 which I hope
will pass the Senate soon.

Upon his departure and on behalf of
the Committee, I extend my deep ap-
preciation to John for his courage, his
innovation, his professionalism and,
above all, his enduring concern for vet-
erans. He shall be missed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate imme-
diately proceed to executive session to
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Executive Calendar Nos. 192, 193,
and 200. These nominations are Michael
A. Sheehan to be Coordinator for
Counterterrorism; Robert S. Gelbard,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Indonesia;
and William B. Taylor to be Ambas-
sador during tenure of service as Coor-
dinator of the U.S. Assistance for the
New Independent States.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the nominations be confirmed en bloc,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, any statements be printed in
the RECORD, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then return to legisla-
tive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Michael A. Sheehan, of New Jersey, to be
Coordinator for Counterterrorism, with the
rank and status of Ambassador at Large.

Robert S. Gelbard, of Washington, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Career Minister, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Indonesia.

William B. Taylor, Jr., of Virginia, for the
Rank of Ambassador during tenure of service
as Coordinator of U.S. Assistance for the
New Independent States.
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