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funding and the appropriations of that 
$1.8 trillion appropriations. 
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If one does, then one is pennywise 

and pound foolish because one has to 
have adequate people and pay them 
adequately, especially in today’s mar-
ket, to carry out that task. 

We have in our report returned a por-
tion of the MRAs to the Members, and 
I certainly support that. I agree with 
the gentleman, what he said about a 
lot of Members will return portions of 
the budget. I commend them for doing 
that. If they have the ability to do 
that, they certainly should. 

But we all know that every district is 
different in this country. If I were in, 
for instance, a district where I had one 
television station and I could report to 
the people what was happening in the 
Congress without mail or without any 
communication other than that tele-
vision station, and there are Members 
of the Congress that do that, then I 
would be able to return more of my 
money.

But I have 15 rural counties, and the 
only way I can report is to give them a 
report by mail. In my district, over 90 
percent of the people regard that as fa-
vorable, and they respond so. They 
point out that they want more infor-
mation, not less, about what is going 
on in Congress. As I say, if the people 
in my district support that, then I am 
certainly going to continue to put my 
efforts in that area to tell them what is 
going on in this body. 

I think that, as I say, we have done a 
good job. The word ‘‘conference’’ means 
that we go across the body and we have 
to confer with the Senate. They asked 
for a lot more money. They did not get 
it all. They got some. Because, in a 
conference, one has to give and take. 
We would have liked to have spent less 
money, but we held the line very dili-
gently. I think we will be proud of this 
report.

I would also point out that I do not 
think any Member who has spoken to-
night has consulted with either the 
committee chairman or the ranking 
member or the staff to see what actu-
ally we have done. They may be sur-
prised that we have held the line much 
better than previously than what they 
think may have been happening. 

So I would commend this report to 
my colleagues. It will be coming before 
we leave in August. I think that my 
colleagues may be more proud of it in 
this body than they might think. 

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I want to 
remind my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, of 
what I said at the beginning, which is 
I think our appropriators have done an 
excellent job thus far this year, and I 
think we are going to finish up the 
process with an excellent track record. 

My colleague indicated that there 
are, in all likelihood going to be pleas-
ant features to this bill when we see it. 
I hope, in fact, that the conferees did 
hold the line and that the funding lev-
els will, in fact, reflect the will of the 
House as it was voted on back in June. 

Again, we have done a great job thus 
far ensuring that we are going to see 
the surpluses that we believe we will 
see, and that means we are going to be 
able to do the right thing with respect 
to Social Security, with respect to low-
ering the tax burden on the American 
people.

I just hope that we finish the job and 
we show that we can lead by example 
that a 2.8 percent increase in our own 
budgets is sufficient for us. We do not 
need to go higher than that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion 
to instruct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct 
offered by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Chairman, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECU-
RITY AND COOPERATION IN EU-
ROPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to share with my colleagues the re-
sults of the highly productive and informative 
experience that the U.S. delegation had at the 
Annual Session of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe Parliamentary 
Assembly—or the OSCE PA. As many of you 
know, this year seventeen members of Con-
gress formed the U.S. delegation, and as the 
U.S. delegation does every year, we attended 
the Parliamentary Assembly’s Annual Session 
in a member country of the OSCE. This year’s 
Annual Session was in St. Petersburg, Russia 
and met from July 6–10. I am pleased to in-
form my colleagues that our week in St. Pe-

tersburg was a successful one, both for the 
entire Assembly and especially for the U.S. 
delegation. 

The purpose of the Annual Session is to 
bring parliamentarians together in order to dis-
cuss and assess developments in conflict res-
olution within Europe, as well as to form 
proactive means of approaching a wide range 
of security issues, including arms control, pre-
ventive diplomacy, human rights and eco-
nomic security. These thoughts, recommenda-
tions, and goals are then compiled into a dec-
laration, which is ultimately adopted by the en-
tire Parliamentary Assembly. 

I draw inspiration from this document for 
many reasons. On its surface, this document 
is a comprehensive and vital educational tool. 
It brings to our attention gross violations of 
human rights, such as the international traf-
ficking of women and children; it offers us ef-
fective methods to continuing the peace proc-
ess in Yugoslavia and Kosovo; and it de-
scribes initiatives of securing peace and de-
mocracy throughout Europe. In effect, the St. 
Petersburg Declaration serves as an important 
reference on a wide scope of events and 
issues, which better aids us all in under-
standing the current global order. 

On a secondary level however, the St. Pe-
tersburg Declaration, and the OSCE PA dec-
larations that preceded it, demonstrate the 
value of inter-cooperation and dialogue be-
tween countries. The OSCE parliamentarians 
form a body of representatives from fifty-five 
governments throughout Europe, Central Asia, 
and North America; and it has adopted an all- 
embracing approach in its membership and 
approach to security, conflict resolution, and 
economic cooperation in the OSCE region. 
Consequently the Parliamentarians bring to 
the OSCE PA a vast range of knowledge and 
experiences that complements and supple-
ments one another. In a time of fungible bor-
ders and instantaneous communication be-
tween continents and cultures, it behooves us 
all to understand these varying perspectives 
and opinions. 

More important, however, is the OSCE’s 
ability to use this collection of experience and 
thought for the greater good of security in Eu-
rope and justice throughout the world. The 
sum of the parliamentarians’ collective 
expertises and experiences is so much greater 
than the individual parts. Indeed, when 
brought together and shared in such a forum, 
there is an exchange of ideas that better en-
ables us to understand the root of global con-
cerns, and ultimately how the international 
community can best take action to remove 
these problems. In effect, we are able to com-
bine the best ideas and developments of our 
various countries in order to work toward 
peace and cooperation throughout the world. 

Such innovation and progress would simply 
not be possible if we acted as isolated agents, 
and I firmly believe that the effectiveness of 
the OSCE PA lies in its ability to draw on both 
our shared and unique experiences. The St. 
Petersburg Declaration reflects the value of 
this interrelationship, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to both learn from and contribute 
toward it. 

While I am certainly proud to be a member 
of a distinguished body like the OSCE PA, it 
gave me particular pleasure to attend the As-
sembly as part of the U.S. delegation. This 
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