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Cahokians, members of the Illini Confed-
eration, along with their relatives, the 
Tamaroas, were the first people known to in-
habit this small and beautiful region in the Mis-
sissippi Valley. While the Cahokian tribe con-
tinues to provide a vital, unique character to 
the region, in 1699, the diversity of the com-
munity was further strengthened with 
Cahokia’s founding by missionary priests from 
the Seminary of Quebec. 

As the 18th century progressed, this com-
munity also became the principal commercial 
center in the mid-west. Specializing in the 
trade of Indian goods and fur, Cahokia’s eco-
nomic development thrived. This served as the 
impetus for prompting the expansion of Agri-
culture as a viable livelihood, which was so 
necessary to feed the rapidly growing commu-
nity of settlers. 

The Village of Cahokia also took pride in its 
role in winning a battle of the American Revo-
lution. Captain Joseph Bowman and George 
Rogers Clark negotiated peace agreements in 
Cahokia at Fort Bowman with neighboring 
tribes of the Illini Confederation, and then 
launched an attack on British occupied Vin-
cennes. Both their soldiers and ammunition 
were primarily supplied by the residents of 
Cahokia. 

Cahokia has long been recognized as a sig-
nificant force in Illinois politics. In the 18th and 
19th centuries, the Cahokia Courthouse 
served as an important center of activity in the 
Northwest. At one point it was both the judicial 
and administrative center for a massive area 
which rose up to the borders of Canada. 

Today, I am honored to represent Cahokia, 
which has embraced its heritage of both Na-
tive-American history, as well as the influx of 
French and other ethnicities, spurred by west-
ward expansion. This close community of 
churches, civic groups, and businesses in-
spires us to remember the legacy of our fore-
fathers, while also celebrating the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Village of Cahokia this 
month in commemoration of its 300th Anniver-
sary! 

f 

MUSEUM FOR AFRICAN ART 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 4, 1999 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
recognize one of New York City’s premier cul-
tural institutions, the Museum of African Art, 
and to invite my colleagues to visit the Mu-
seum over the August recess. Founded in 
1984, the Manhattan-based Museum is the 
only independent museum in the United 
States devoted exclusively to historical and 
contemporary African art. 

The Museum for African Art is dedicated to 
increasing public understanding and apprecia-
tion of African art and culture. Through exhibi-
tions and catalogues of the highest aesthetic 
and scholarly merit, the Museum offers defini-
tive research and scholarship on African cul-
tural groups and their regional influences. 

The Museum provides thematic comparison 
and exploration of artistic ideas reflected in the 

great variety of cultures in Africa, innovative 
methods of display and interpretation of Afri-
can art to involve audiences directly in the ex-
hibition process, and programs that stimulate 
lifelong learning and appreciation of African art 
and culture. 

In April 1999, the Museum opened a 
groundbreaking exhibition entitled ‘‘A Congo 
Chronicle: Urban Art and the Legend of 
Patrice Lumumba.’’ Consisting of 50 paintings 
by famed African artist Tshibumba Kanda- 
Matulu and several other urban artists of the 
time, this exhibition offers a uniquely personal 
encounter with the African independence 
movement as it was born and took hold 
among the population. 

African art aficionados are looking forward 
to the September unveiling of the exhibit, Lib-
erated Voices: Contemporary Art from South 
Africa. Featuring close to 100 works, including 
paintings sculptures, installations, photo-
graphs, and videos made since Apartheid 
ended in 1994. This exhibition highlights major 
trends in contemporary South African artistic 
practice. The exhibit will focus on the diverse 
works of young artists in today’s South Africa. 
Through their personal experiences Museum 
visitors will gain a greater insight into this dy-
namic country. 

Mr. Speaker, the Museum for African Art is 
a unique resource. I hope all of my colleagues 
will have the opportunity to visit the Museum 
to learn more about African art and its influ-
ence and significant contributions to our cul-
ture and society. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH 
OF MORGAN JULIANN TAYLOR 

HON. DAVID M. McINTOSH 
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 4, 1999 

Mr. McINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, last Wednes-
day, July 28, 1999, Morgan Juliann Taylor was 
born. She is the daughter of my chief of staff, 
Jeff Taylor and his wife Julie. God blessed 
them with a beautiful, healthy child. When we 
debate issues on the floor of the U.S. House 
of Representatives which will impact the lives 
of children, I like to think of children I know, 
especially my own daughter, Ellie. From this 
time forward, I will also keep Morgan Juliann 
in my mind and heart as this great body works 
to make this country a better place to live for 
Ellie, Morgan and all of our children and 
grandchildren. 
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TRIBUTE TO ISAAC DARKO 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 4, 1999 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to once 
again congratulate and to pay tribute to Mr. 
Isaac Darko, a constituent of mine and a dis-
tinguished student at Columbia University in 
New York. He will be recognized for his aca-
demic and scientific achievements as a partici-
pant in the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

Undergraduate Scholarship Program for Indi-
viduals from Disadvantaged Backgrounds 
(UGSP) on August 5, 1999 for the second 
year in a row. 

Isaac graduated from the Health Profes-
sions and Human Services High School in 
1997 and has just completed his freshman 
year at Columbia University. This summer he 
has been working at the NIH Department of 
Molecular Biology under the supervision of Dr. 
Alfred Johnson. He has been working on the 
epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR), 
which is expressed in such cancers as breast 
and prostate cancer and in other cancer cell 
lines. 

Mr. Speaker, the UGSP scholars search is 
highly competitive and nationwide. Currently, 
the program has 24 scholars from all over the 
nation, from institutions such as Columbia Uni-
versity, MIT, Harvard, Georgetown, U.C. 
Davis, and Stanford. In order to participate in 
the program, a Scholar must either have a 3.5 
Grade Point Average or be in the top 5 per-
cent of his/her class. Candidates must also 
demonstrate a commitment to pursuing ca-
reers in biomedical research and must be from 
a disadvantaged background. The current 
group is composed of 32 percent Hispanics, 
32 percent African Americans, 21 percent 
Asians, 10 percent Caucasians, and 5 percent 
Native American, with a balance between the 
genders of 52 percent female and 48 percent 
male. 

Mr. Speaker, being selected for this pro-
gram for two consecutive years indicates that 
Isaac has demonstrated that he has the ability 
and the desire to be an asset and a role 
model in our community. We are proud of his 
accomplishments and I know he is taking full 
advantage of the opportunity presented to him. 
He is a terrific example for future participants 
in this program and others like it. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating once again Mr. Issac Darko 
for his outstanding accomplishments and also 
in commending the National Institutes of 
Health Undergraduate Scholarship Program 
for Individuals from Disadvantaged Back-
grounds for offering opportunities to students 
like Isaac. 
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FAMILY BUILDING ACT OF 1999 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 4, 1999 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced the Family Building Act of 1999. 

This legislation will assure the millions of 
Americans suffering from the disease of infer-
tility that the treatments they so desperately 
need will be covered by their health insurance 
plans. 

There is nothing more basic to human 
beings than the desire to have a family. Yet, 
more than 6 million American families will suf-
fer from infertility at some point in their repro-
ductive lives. However, fewer than 1 in 4 em-
ployer-based insurance plans include cov-
erage for infertility. 

Imagine being given the devastating news 
that you have a fertility problem. Fortunately, 
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