September 8, 1999

Today, there are 20,000 fewer VA medical
staff then there were just 5 years ago. What
does this mean for our veterans? Due to these
staffing shortages, a veteran in Tennessee
with multiple sclerosis was forced to wait 4
months to be seen by a doctor. Others have
been forced to travel over 300 miles just to re-
ceive x-rays. And there are more examples of
the problems facing the Veterans Health Care
System. In my own state of Michigan, a dis-
abled Korean veteran experiencing fainting
spells and no appetite was not able to receive
treatment at either a VA inpatient or outpatient
facility. In less than a week this man collapsed
and was pronounced dead of septic shock and
pneumonia. These were qualified facilities that
did not have the staff to help this man.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to share with you
a letter that | received in my office that | feel
accurately explains the situation our veterans
are facing today. Julianna Smith, the wife of
Vietnam veteran John Smith of Milan, MI, told
me she continued to have problems getting
adequate medical care for her husband who is
disabled and requires 24 hour care. She was
very upset about the effects that further cuts
to the VA medical system would have on her
and her husband. She wrote,

My husband fought a war overseas, and was
then shunned and spit upon by fellow Ameri-
cans once he returned stateside. He paid his
taxes to the government just like everyone
else, and he gave part of his life to that same
government that now wants nothing to do
with him.

Mr. Speaker, our veterans deserve better.
They kept their promises to us. It's time for
our country to keep our promises to them. |
urge my colleagues to vote no on this rule,
and provide the health care our nation’s heros
deserve.

—————
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor James C. Lester, a pioneer in
the health care industry in my district. For the
last 32 years, Jim Lester has dedicated him-
self to providing quality care to the residents
of the South Bay. For 27 of those years Jim
has been closely associated with the Little
Company of Mary Hospital organization.

Jim joined the Little Company of Mary Hos-
pital in 1967. Now, as Jim Lester retires as
president and CEO of the Little Company of
Mary Health Services, he leaves a first class
integrated health care delivery system. What
was once a stand-alone facility is now three
hospitals, three skilled nursing facilities, three
diagnostic centers, four walk-in urgent care
centers, a large regional home care service, a
chemical dependency recovery center, mul-
tiple physician sites, a mobile pediatric care
van and three fundraising foundations. It was
Jim who had the vision and initiative to make
the Little Company of Mary Health Services
the organization that it is today.

Because of Jim Lester, the Little Company
of Mary Health Services is poised to enter the
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21st century as a leading member of the
health care industry. | commend Jim Lester for
his loyalty and dedication to providing such
outstanding health care to the residents of the
greater South Bay. We are grateful for his
contributions to the community.

—————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an exceptional woman, Ms. Margaret
W. Wong. Today, Ms. Margaret W. Wong is
the recipient of the Belle Sherwin Democracy
in Action Award.

The Belle Sherwin Democracy in Action
Award is awarded annually by the league of
Women Voters of Cleveland, Ohio. Ms. Mar-
garet W. Wong reflects and upholds the goals
of the league through her dedication to serving
others and furthering the quality of our Cleve-
land community. She is a civic leader and
committed to helping immigrants and those in
need through her work in immigration and nat-
uralization law.

Ms. Margaret W. Wong is an admirable
member of our community. | ask you to join
me in acknowledging her accomplishments
and honoring her for receiving the Belle Sher-
win Democracy in Action Award.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN FOLLIT
HON. RICHARD E. NFAL
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to one of the Second
Congressional District of Massachusetts’ out-
standing and dedicated citizens, Mr. John
Follit. John is being honored today by his fel-
low citizens at the ltalian American Veterans
Post No. 64 of East Longmeadow, MA. It is an
honor for me to join in this recognition of
someone who has contributed a great deal to
our community.

John Follit has served the East Long-
meadow community through his work with the
Office of Children and his advocacy for chil-
dren in the State. He has been active in poli-
tics by serving as chairman of East
Longmeadow’s Democratic Town Committee,
and he has helped many political candidates
by planning campaign strategies in local,
state, and national campaigns. John has also
been a union steward and has been a cham-
pion of democratic principles in whatever he
does.

Beyond his work in the community, John
has put so much energy into his family life. He
is a loving husband to his wife, Laurie, and a
great father to his three children. John and his
family have demonstrated their generosity in
many ways, including bringing a foster child
into their care. John Follit is a leading citizen
and is dedicated in everything he does.

My best wishes go out to John Follit and his
family as, together, they now face the many
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related challenges to his health. My thoughts
and prayers are with them all. John Follit has
done so much for so many that it is a privilege
to honor and pay tribute to him on this special
day.

A TRIBUTE TO TERRENCE STARR
HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and pay
tribute to an outstanding public servant, Mr.
Terrence Starr, on the occasion of his retire-
ment as Chief Probation Officer with the
Contra Costa County Probation Department.

Mr. Starr began his probation career in San
Diego County where he worked for 29 years
in various capacities, including superintendent
of juvenile hall and superintendent of various
camp facilities. He served as Chief Probation
Officer of Shasta County from 1990 to 1995,
and assumed the position of Chief Probation
Officer of Contra Costa County in November
of 1995.

Terry Starr’s tenure in Contra Costa County
has been brief, but incredibly effective. Over
the past four years he has successfully led the
effort to secure funding for a badly needed
new juvenile hall facility which is expected to
be completed in 2003. He expanded the Orin
Allen Youth Rehabilitation Facility, the local
county-run boys’ camp, by 26 beds, and was
instrumental in opening the Summit Center.

The 25 bed Summit Center, which is an in-
novative example of successful interagency
coordination and cooperation, is staffed and
run by the country’s probation, mental health
and education departments, and offers treat-
ment and assistance to young male offenders
who are struggling with serious emotional dif-
ficulties. Mr. Starr has most recently devel-
oped a 20 bed specialized treatment facility
and program for girls, which is comparable to
the Summit Center for boys. The Chris Adams
Girls’ Center is slated to open in December
1999. Mr. Starr has been instrumental in se-
curing numerous grants from both the state
and federal government to place probation of-
ficers in high schools through out Contra
Costa County and to provide much needed
treatment services for girls.

The leadership abilities Mr. Starr possesses
are extraordinary. They have been dem-
onstrated by his successful term as President
of the California Probation, Parole, and Cor-
rectional Association and his appointment by
Governor Pete Wilson to serve for several
years on the Board of Corrections, rep-
resenting the Chief Probation Officers of Cali-
fornia.

Terry Starr is a hardworking, highly prin-
cipled individual who is a committed and effec-
tive advocate for children. Indeed, he has de-
voted his life to helping those most in need
and has made an immeasurable difference in
the lives of so many children and their fami-
lies. He is well-liked and respected by his
staff, friends, and colleagues and will be sore-
ly missed by all.

It is with great pleasure, albeit with a meas-
ure of regret, that | congratulate Terry Starr
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