September 9, 1999

But state and local law did not receive such
protection under NAFTA and WTO. While the
NAFTA and WTO implementing legislation
clearly state that they do not preempt federal
law, they do subject state law to direct pre-
emption under trade rules.

The amendment does not limit Congress
from preempting state and local law for any
reason Congress chooses. It only limits the
Department of Justice from using the courts to
enforce a WTO-bureaucrat decision against a
state or local law.

Therefore, Congress can pass the Kucinich-
Ros Lehtinen amendment and the U.S. will
still be in full compliance with all treaties.

Domestic opponents also claim that there is
process for federal-state consultation to decide
whether state law should be preempted under
trade agreements, and so far no state laws
have been struck down as violations of trade
rules.

In response to this objection, | would remind
critics that the consultation process does not
give the states, or Congress, any control over
the decision of whether to preempt state law.
Instead the implementing legislation for both
NAFTA and the WTO give the President the
sole authority to decide whether to ask the
federal courts to strike down state laws as a
violation of trade rules.

No state laws have been struck down yet
because the challenges to state law have
been filed recently and the trade panels have
not yet assessed damages against the United
States based upon the state laws.

If you need to see realized the predictable
consequences of the far-reaching and unprec-
edented rights given to foreign investors, cor-
porations and nations by the NAFTA and
WTO (at the expense of state and local gov-
ernments), wait until the trade panels start
awarding damages against the U.S. based
upon state laws—$970 million in damages re-
quested based on California’s MBTE ban,
$750 million asked by Loewen for Mississippi
Jury award, and $40 million sought by a Ca-
nadian company that doesn’t like Massachu-
setts state sovereign immunity statute.

Mr. Chairman, | hope that this helps to clar-
ify the facts about the Kucinich-Ros Lehtinen
amendment.

————
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay respect and recognition to Reverend
George Walker Smith, who tonight will be hon-
ored at the San Diego Urban League’s Annual
Equal Opportunity Awards Dinner. Reverend
Smith is the 1999 recipient of the League’s
Equity Opportunity Award.

Reverend Smith is a man who has distin-
guished himself throughout the years by his
unselfish service. During his 42 years as a
pastor in San Diego, he has been active not
only in his parish, but in the greater commu-
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nity. His influence is felt not only in the reli-
gious sphere, but in education policy and polit-
ical activity. He was one of KNSD Channel
39’s “List of 39”, a series featuring prominent
and effective San Diegans. In 1998, San
Diego Magazine profiled Reverend Smith as
one of the 50 San Diegans who have had a
major impact in shaping the city over the past
50 years.

The third of eleven children of the late
Amanda and Will Smith, he early on faced a
situation in his home town where schooling
was not provided beyond junior high school for
African-Americans. This segregated education
forced him to attend a boarding school sup-
ported by missions of the Presbyterian
Church.

An outstanding academic record as class
valedictorian and his participation in extra-cur-
ricular activities and sports earned him a
scholarship to Knoxville College. Upon grad-
uation, he entered Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary to pursue his goal of becoming a
minister. He received his Master of Divinity de-
gree in 1956 and set out to eradicate the eco-
nomic and educational injustice he had experi-
enced. His motivation to provide a quality edu-
cation to all children stems from his own early
experiences, which made it difficult for him to
receive the education that he deserved. He
determined that should not happen to another
child!

Coming to San Diego shortly after receiving
his Divinity degree, he became the founder of
the Golden Hills United Presbyterian Church.
This congregation merged with the Brooklyn
Heights Church in 1981 and became the
Christ United Presbyterian Church of San
Diego, one of the most respected congrega-
tions in the San Diego Presbytery.

Almost immediately, he also became in-
volved in the educational system in San
Diego. His accomplishments include his elec-
tion in 1963 to the San Diego Board of Edu-
cation—San Diego’s first African-American
public official, his service as President of the
Council of Great City Schools, and as Presi-
dent of the National School Boards Associa-
tion.

During his 16 years on the School Board,
he literally changed the color of the adminis-
trative and teaching staffs—bringing the ad-
vantage of diversity to the nation’s 6th largest
school district.

He also served on many state and national
commissions and on the National Advisory
Commission for Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention and the White House Con-
ference on Children and Youth.

He has received many honors and awards,
attesting to his contributions and the high re-
gard in which he is held, including San
Diego’s Outstanding Young Clergyman, Phi
Delta Kappa Lay Citizen Award, Gentleman of
Distinction of the Women’s Guild, Temple
Emanuel, and Distinguished Alumni of Pitts-
burgh Theological Seminary. He was en-
dorsed by the Presbytery of San Diego for the
moderator of the General Assembly, the first
time a San Diego Presbyterian had been so
honored.

He is married to Irene Hightower Smith, and
they are the parents of three children, An-
thony, Carolyn and Joyce and the grand-
parents of five grandchildren, Taj, D’'maj,
Shani, Wayman, and Noni.
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| am pleased to take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank Reverend George Walker Smith
on the occasion of his recognition by the San
Diego Urban League and to acknowledge his
idealism and dedication to providing a quality
education for all children and to making his
community a better place for all of its citizens.

———
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that John P. Huston, chairman of
Wood & Huston Bank in Marshall, Missouri,
was inducted into the 50-Year Club of the Mis-
souri Bankers Association.

Huston began working full time for Wood &
Huston Bank of Marshall after he graduated
from the University of Missouri-Columbia in
1949. Huston is also an Army Veteran, having
served our country in the Korean War. He is
currently chairman of Wood & Huston Bank
and president of Wood & Huston
Bancorporation, Inc.

Huston is one of eight bankers who were
honored at the Missouri Bankers Association’s
annual convention this summer.

| wish to extend my congratulations to Mr.
Huston for his most deserved induction into
the 50-Year Club of the Missouri Bankers As-
sociation. He has truly served his community
and country with great dedication. | wish him
well in the days head and am proud to recog-
nize his achievements today.
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize and join with the
Brazosport RehabCare Center in Lake Jack-
son, Texas, in observing and celebrating Na-
tional Rehabilitation Awareness week begin-
ning September 12 through September 18,
1999.

The Brazosport RehabCare Center opened
its doors on December 31, 1992. Construction
was completed at the end of April, 1993, for
a total of 14 acute rehabilitation beds.

The Brazosport RehabCare Center is lo-
cated in Brazosport Memorial Hospital in Lake
Jackson, Texas. The primary service areas in-
clude the cities of Lake Jackson, Clute, Free-
port, Angleton, Danbury and Brazoria. This
service area has a combined population of ap-
proximately 95,000. The secondary service
area includes the cities of Sweeny, West Co-
lumbus and Old Ocean with a population of
approximately 16,000. The RehabCare Center
has also attracted patients from Bay City and
Alvin.
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