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Congressional District. Northwest Indiana’s 
community has certainly been rewarded by the 
true service and uncompromising dedication 
displayed by Mr. Ramon Sanchez. 
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TRIBUTE TO HAROLD ROUSE 

HON. DAN MILLER 
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank you for this opportunity to honor 
a gentleman who dedicated over a quarter of 
a century in service to Veterans in Manatee 
County, Florida. I am sad to report that on 
May 11 of this year, my district lost one of its 
most respected and valued citizens, Harold 
Rouse. 

Harold Rouse was a Vietnam Veteran and 
dedicated public servant. He served the vet-
erans and their families through his position as 
the Manatee County Veterans Service Officer. 
He was a champion of disabled veterans and 
a leader in the veterans community. I doubt 
anyone can remember an occasion honoring 
veterans at which Harold wasn’t present. His 
enthusiasm, vigor, and heartfelt love for vet-
erans was evident in everything he did. Harold 
was instrumental in establishing the ‘‘Walkway 
of Memories’’ at the Manatee Veterans Monu-
ment Park—the location of Manatee County’s 
veterans’ events. 

It is especially fitting that today’s remarks 
coincide with the opening of the Manatee 
County Veterans’ Clinic. While Harold cannot 
be on hand for the grand opening of the clinic, 
his legacy will be evident in the service pro-
vided to the deserving veterans of the area. 

Harold Rouse was a gentleman, a friend, a 
family man and a truly dedicated patriot. He is 
sorely missed and I consider it a personal 
honor to have known him. 
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HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce H.R. 2840, Children’s Asthma Relief 
Act of 1999, legislation providing a com-
prehensive, community-based response to the 
increasingly serious incidence of childhood 
asthma. I am pleased that my colleague, 
HENRY WAXMAN, is the original cosponsor of 
this bill. 

Chronic asthma is a serious and growing 
health problem confronting our nation, and 
particularly our nation’s children. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention reports 
that 6.4 percent of our population report hav-
ing asthma—a dramatic 75-percent increase 
over the last two decades. Childhood asthma 
has increased even more dramatically—over 
160 percent since 1980—and is the most 
common childhood chronic disease. It is par-
ticularly prevalent among the urban poor, in all 
likelihood because of lack of access to health 

care and the high number of allergens in the 
environment. Asthma deaths have tripled over 
the past two decades, despite improvements 
in clinical treatment. In my own state, 5.7 per-
cent of the population, or 542,300 
Michiganders suffer from asthma. 

The legislation we are introducing today will 
help us marshal and coordinate our resources 
to much more effectively wage war against 
this significant threat to our nation’s health. 
First, the bill creates a $50 million program 
within the Maternal and Child Health Block 
Grant program to assist communities in areas 
with a high prevalence of childhood asthma 
and a lack of access to medical care to estab-
lish treatment centers. In addition to providing 
medical care on site and in various areas of 
the community through ‘‘breathmobiles,’’ the 
centers will also provide education to parents, 
children, health providers and others on recog-
nizing the signs and symptons of asthma, pro-
vide medications, and provide training in the 
use of these medications. The centers will 
also provide other services, such as smoking 
cessation programs and home modifications to 
reduce exposure to allergens. 

In order to be eligible to receive grants 
under this program, applicants will be required 
to demonstrate that they will coordinate the 
services they are offering with other federal, 
state and local programs that may be serving 
these children and their families. Further, 
grantees are required to demonstrate that they 
are getting results and making progress in im-
proving the health status of children in the pro-
gram. 

The bill encourages coordination of services 
in several other ways. First, it establishes a $5 
million matching grant program to encourage 
states to incorporate asthma prevention and 
treatment services in their state Child Health 
Insurance Programs. Second, it makes reduc-
ing the prevalence of asthma and asthma-re-
lated illnesses among urban populations an 
explicitly allowable activity under the Preven-
tive Health and Health Services Block Grant 
program. Third, it requires the director of the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, act-
ing through the National Asthma Education 
Prevention Program Coordinating Committee, 
to identify all federal programs that carry out 
asthma-related activities and develop, in con-
sultation with these agencies and voluntary 
health organizations, a federal plan for re-
sponding to asthma. Finally, it requires the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to 
conduct surveillance activities that will help us 
get a better handle on the prevalence and se-
verity of asthma and the quality of asthma 
management. 

With these provisions in place, I am con-
vinced that we can significantly advance our 
efforts to reduce the prevalence and severity 
of asthma in communities across the nation. I 
encourage you to sign on as a cosponsor and 
work with Representative WAXMAN and me for 
the passage of this law. 

DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2000 

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2684) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and for sundry independent agen-
cies, boards, commissions, corporations, and 
offices for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2000, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in strong support of the Nadley/ 
Crowley/Shays amendment to restore HOPWA 
funding to its FY99 level—so that AIDS pa-
tients are not forced to choose between hav-
ing a home and having their medication. 

In my district alone, 130 fewer homeless 
and people with AIDS will be served without 
the amendment. 

HOPWA allows communities to design local- 
based, cost-effective housing programs for 
people living with AIDS. 

It supports patients with rent and mortgage 
assistance and provides information on low-in-
come housing opportunities. 

While basic housing is a necessity for ev-
eryone, it is even more critical for people living 
with AIDS. Many AIDS patients rely on com-
plex medical regimens and have special die-
tary needs. Lack of a stable housing situation 
can greatly complicate their treatment. 

We must not forget that while medical 
science has made important advances in 
treating AIDS, a cure remains elusive. Projec-
tions of the number of new cases during FY00 
indicate that seven additional jurisdictions may 
become eligible for HOPWA funding next year. 
Without the funds in the Nadler/Crowley/Shays 
amendment, jurisdictions already participating 
in the program will face even greater cuts in 
order to accommodate the newly eligible par-
ticipants. 

I urge you to vote for this bipartisan amend-
ment in support of the 75,000 people across 
the country, in 100 communities, who currently 
benefit from HOPWA. 
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TRIBUTE TO VERA LILLARD- 
YOUNG

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I pay tribute to an out-
standing citizen of Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District, Mrs. Vera Lillard-Young, of 
Gary, Indiana. After forty years of dedicated 
public service, Mrs. Vera Lillard-Young an-
nounced her retirement from the Child Welfare 
Unit of the Lake County Office of the Division 
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