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with the passionate leadership of vol-
unteers like Mike and Elaine McRory, 
have taken on habitat restoration 
projects in urban and rural areas alike, 
successfully soliciting the cooperation 
of private landowners to recover local 
stocks. Landowner participation is 
often contagious, and NSEA has seen 
one project on a given stream turn into 
two, three, or even more. 

It should be clear that organizations 
across Washington State, not just 
those within the Puget Sound basin, 
are eligible to apply for these funds. In 
fact my staff will be traveling to 
Okanogan county at the end of this 
month to introduce members of the 
local community to NFWF representa-
tives.

Grants for local groups through the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
provide a much needed funding source 
for long overdue projects ranging from 
Skagit FEG’s Little Baker River Side 
Channel project, which would open one 
mile of chinook spawning and rearing 
habitat, to riparian restoration in 
Newaukum and Portage Creeks, con-
ducted by Mid-Sound FEG and Stilli- 
Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement 
Task Force. 

The amount appropriated to the 
NFWF does include an earmark for a 
group that deserves special recognition 
for their efforts to clean up our local 
water, essential to salmon recovery 
success. River CPR’s Puget Sound 
Drain Guard Campaign will employ 
volunteer labor to install devices 
aimed at trapping 90 percent of the oil 
and sediment that typically flows into 
storm drains. It is evident that this 
small amount of money is going to go 
a long way towards recovering salmon 
across our state. 

Here is what some of these groups 
have to say about this initiative: 

‘‘Senator GORTON’S proposal to use 
the National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion to direct funding to the local level 
is very innovative and will ensure that 
the funds are used where they most 
help fish, on the ground,’’ said one Mid 
Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 
board member. 

Alison Studley writes, ‘‘As a member 
of the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement 
Group (Skagit FEG), I whole-heartedly 
support your endeavor to get salmon 
dollars to support on-the-ground 
projects. Local organizations are 
ready, willing and able to take on this 
challenge.’’

In sum: I believe that Washing-
tonians and local salmon restoration 
organizations—not bureaucracies in 
Washington, D.C.—are in the best posi-
tion to make decisions that will return 
salmon. That’s why my 1999 Interior 
Bill includes money for these local 
groups—who have been working on this 
problem for years—so they can decide 
how to restore the fisheries. It’s time 
for the federal government to let those 
who will be affected by the decisions 

make these decisions. Salmon are a 
critical part of the Northwest way of 
life, so let Northwesterners decide how 
to fix this problem without being told 
how to do it from Washington, D.C. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period for morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VERMONT ELECTRIC RATES 

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, 
today, plaintiffs from my home State 
of Vermont made opening arguments in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The plaintiffs, rep-
resenting the New England Council for 
Energy Efficiency and the Environ-
ment, have raised serious questions 
about the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s decision in 1997 to grant 
power marketer status to a subsidiary 
of the Canadian company Hydro-Que-
bec.

The Council is protesting that Hydro- 
Quebec was unlawfully granted the 
ability to buy and sell power in the 
U.S. without regulatory oversight. Ac-
cording to expert testimony in that 
case, Hydro-Quebec already exercises 
too much control over Northeastern 
energy markets, and Vermont rate-
payers will have to pay higher energy 
bills if this license is upheld. 

Hydro-Quebec’s ability and willing-
ness to exert undue influence on elec-
tricity markets in the United States is 
of serious concern. The company’s re-
quest last month that the Canadian 
government sue the United States over 
fair trade practices is a clear infringe-
ment of the legitimate rights of 
Vermonters to set Vermont electric 
rates. The Vermont Public Service 
Board sets rates equally for all compa-
nies, be they foreign or domestic, yet 
Hydro-Quebec is using its status as a 
semi-governmental foreign company in 
an attempt to control these rates. 

It is deeply ironic that Hydro-Que-
bec, a monopoly protected by Quebec 
law against all retail and virtually all 
wholesale competition in Quebec, 
should utilize principles of ‘‘fair trade’’ 
to lodge a complaint against the 
United States under NAFTA. Entre-
preneurs in New England and New York 
who want to compete in Quebec are 
prohibited from doing so, thus pre-
cluding meaningful international com-
petition in energy. Yet Hydro-Quebec 
is able to freely sell its energy in the 
U.S.

I call upon Hydro-Quebec to come out 
from behind its monopolistic shield 
and act like a true competitive utility. 
Drop your NAFTA lawsuit. End your 
efforts to undermine Vermont law. 

Stop using international law to threat-
en Vermont ratepayers. We want to do 
business with Hydro-Quebec, but we 
cannot do so while it tries to exert 
undue influence in Vermont and New 
England markets. In Vermont, the 
Public Service Board sets electric 
rates, not foreign companies. We will 
never, ever let a foreign entity write 
our rules on power sales. 

I further call upon the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to thor-
oughly examine all means by which a 
foreign utility may exert influence in 
the United States. Foreign companies 
should not be given carte blanche to 
sell energy in the U.S. until all impacts 
of that decision are considered—not 
only market share, but also environ-
mental impacts and means outside of 
the market by which a foreign com-
pany may exert influence. Hydro-Que-
bec is taking advantage of its enor-
mous size and semi-governmental sta-
tus to gouge ratepayers in Vermont. 
This issue is of enormous importance 
to the people of Vermont, and I hope 
the Commission will thoroughly exam-
ine all of these issues. 

Mr. President, I will do all in my 
power to protect Vermont electric 
ratepayers from unnecessary manipula-
tion and threats. I am carefully review-
ing the law related to wholesale and re-
tail power sales and will be sure to 
work for a revision of this law if we see 
that a region of this nation, or a par-
ticular state, is being treated unfairly. 

f 

EAST TIMOR 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I am 
horrified by the atrocities occurring in 
East Timor—where an armed militia is 
using murder and intimidation to nul-
lify the results of a free and fair ref-
erendum. The United States must join 
the international community in pro-
tecting the people of East Timor from 
mass murder and religious persecution. 

During this century, we have seen 
horrifying examples of dictators and 
despots whose brutality begins with at-
tacks on the peaceful men and women 
of the church. This is happening again 
in East Timor—where members of the 
Church are being brutally persecuted. 

The stories coming out of East Timor 
are heart-wrenching. 

Women and children are massacred 
within the sanctuary of their churches. 
Catholic priests, nuns and Caritas 
workers are being murdered as they try 
to protect their communities. Nobel 
Loreate Bishop Beli has been forced 
into exile. Churches, convents and 
schools are being burned. Thousands of 
men, women and children are fleeing 
from their homes in fear. They are tak-
ing refuge in the countryside—where 
there isn’t enough food, water or medi-
cine.

This brutality is occurring with the 
complicity of the Indonesian military. 
This is a military that has conducted 
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