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HONORING JONELLE SUZANNE 

GARO

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jonelle Suzanne Garo, recently 
ordained Associate Pastor for Christian Edu-
cation at California’s Oldest Armenian Church. 

The Presbytery of San Joaquin also or-
dained Jonelle Suzanne Garo, M.Div. as a 
Minister of the World and Sacraments on Sun-
day, June 13. 

A native of Fresno, Garo received her early 
education at Carroll Baird Elementary School, 
Tenaya Middle School, and Bullard High 
School, where she lettered in varsity soccer 
and softball. She matriculated at California 
State University, Fresno for 2 years, reported 
for the Armenian Studies Newspaper, and 
played on the CSUF Women’s Club Soccer 
Team. 

In 1990, Garo transferred to Westmont Col-
lege in Santa Barbara and earned a bachelor 
of arts degree in sociology 2 years later. She 
worked here way through undergraduate 
school as a nanny for actress Jane Seymour, 
construction worker, retail associate sales, and 
food service/catering assistant, among other 
things. 

In 1994, Garo was admitted to Princeton 
Theological Seminary, the oldest Presbyterian 
graduate school in America. During her course 
of study, Garo was a member of the Theo-
logical Students Fellowship and cochaired the 
Charles Hodge Society and Friday Night Fel-
lowship. She served as a ministry intern at the 
Armenian Martyrs Congregational Church of 
Havertown, Pennsylvania and as a chaplain at 
the University of Pennsylvania and as a chap-
lain at the University of Pennsylvania Medical 
Center. 

Garo conducted youth ministries in New 
England and Canada under the auspices of 
the Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America. She also engaged in missions work 
in the inner city of Newark and in the Repub-
lics of Mexico and Armenia. Upon her gradua-
tion in 1997, Garo undertook a 1-year Chris-
tian Education internship/practicum at her 
childhood church, the First Armenian Pres-
byterian Church of Fresno. 

Garo is the daughter of Philip and Elaine 
(Karabian) Garo of Fresno, married Kalem 
Kazarian of Fowler, CA, on July 24, 1999. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Jonelle Su-
zanne Garo Kazarian for her accomplishments 
as an ordained associate pastor for Christian 
Education in the oldest Armenian church. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in wishing Ms. 
Garo many more years of continued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO CITIZENS AGAINST 
LAWSUIT ABUSE 

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
California’s 49th Congressional District, I 

would like to recognize the efforts of the 6,700 
members of San Diego’s Citizens Against 
Lawsuit Abuse organization in promoting Cali-
fornia’s fourth ‘‘Lawsuit Abuse Awareness 
Week’’ from September 20–24, 1999. 

Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse (CALA) is a 
respected and effective organization that 
works to educate consumers about the human 
and financial costs associated with frivolous 
lawsuits. This organization has led successful 
efforts to protect MICRA (the Medical Injury 
Compensation Reform Act) in the State of 
California, to limit the liability of Y2K lawsuits, 
and to inform the public of the true threats of 
lawsuit abuse which burden our local econ-
omy. 

CALA in San Diego is recognized locally for 
their distinctive billboard signs, ‘‘Gavel of Jus-
tice’’ cable network program, and for providing 
crucial educational information exposing the 
true financial effects that lawsuits have upon 
each and every one of us—in the pocketbook 
through higher insurance and medical 
charges. 

I support CALA in their efforts to secure 
support for civil justice reform. I have been de-
lighted to work with CALA in the past, and 
look forward to working with them in the fu-
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, CALA should be commended 
during this important ‘‘Lawsuit Abuse Aware-
ness Week’’. 
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IN HONOR OF ROBERT F. BUSBEY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Robert F. Busbey and in recognition 
of Cleveland State University naming their na-
tatorium the Robert F. Busbey Natatorium on 
October 2, 1999. I am honored to have been 
invited to this dedication ceremony. 

Beginning with his enrollment in 1946 to 
Fenn College, later Cleveland State University, 
Robert F. ‘‘Bob’’ Busbey has contributed more 
to the history of Cleveland State athletics than 
any other single individual. As a four-sport ath-
lete (swimming, baseball, track, and fencing), 
he was Fenn College’s first All-American and 
achieved this honor in both 1948 and 1949. 

After graduation, Mr. Busbey served as the 
head swimming coach at Cleveland State for 
30 years. During his coaching tenure, Mr. 
Busbey was named the assistant swimming 
coach for the 1964 U.S. Olympic Team, 
served as chairman of the NCAA Swimming 
Committee, served as Cleveland State’s ath-
letics director, and was responsible for bring-
ing five NCAA swimming championships to the 
Cleveland State natatorium. 

Robert Busbey’s accomplishments led to his 
receiving the 1982 National Collegiate and 
Scholastic Swimming Trophy, one of the 
sport’s highest awards. Mr. Busbey served as 
the athletic director until 1990, developing a 
program of 18 intercollegiate sports and was a 
prime force in the planning and building of 
CSU’s Physical Education Building, housing 
the world class natatorium. After serving as 
Cleveland State’s Director of Athletics, Mr. 

Busbey served as the associate vice president 
for athletic affairs until his retirement in 1994. 
In recognition of his outstanding athletic leg-
acy and generous support, Cleveland State 
University is honoring him by naming the nata-
torium the Robert F. Busbey Natatorium. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate Mr. 
Busbey on his many accomplishments and 
commemorate him for his continuous support 
of Cleveland State University. 
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TRIBUTE TO EMILIO TORRES 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my sincerest congratulations to Mr. 
Emilio Torres of San Antonio, TX, upon his re-
tirement after 51 years of Federal Government 
service. 

Mr. Torres began serving his country on 
May 4, 1948, with a tour of duty in the U.S. 
Navy. After his service with the Navy, Mr. 
Torres spent his remaining years of Federal 
Government service at Kelly Air Force Base in 
San Antonio. Throughout those years of serv-
ice, Mr. Torres held positions in Kelly Flight 
Test and in the Quality Assurance Division of 
the Directorate of Maintenance. Mr. Torres 
also served as chief of the Quality Evaluation 
Team and as chief of Administration Services 
for the Directorate of Maintenance. In addition, 
Mr. Torres was assigned to the San Antonio- 
Air Logistics Center as a special projects offi-
cer. 

As an artist, Mr. Torres has made a number 
of significant contributions to Kelly Air Force 
Base. Mr. Torres is the designer of the Vet-
eran’s Monument at Kelly Air Force Base, and 
his efforts were instrumental in establishing 
the Kelly Air Force Base Heritage Museum. 
Mr. Torres has also received wide recognition 
and acclaim for his historical carton depiction 
of Kelly Air Force Base, a piece which ap-
peared in the San Antonio Express News, the 
San Antonio Light, and the Kelly Observer. 

Mr. Torres’ artistic contributions have been 
recognized by the city of San Antonio, and his 
works have been presented to many distin-
guished officials including the Pope, the 
Queen of England, the King of Spain, all U.S. 
Presidents beginning with President Kennedy, 
and a number of secretaries of the Air Force, 
Governors, State senators, and other visiting 
dignitaries. 

In his final duty for the Federal Government, 
Mr. Torres has been assigned to the San An-
tonio-Air Logistics Center Commander’s Action 
Group. In this capacity, Mr. Torres manages 
the special projects function which aids the 
commander in support of distinguished visi-
tors, briefings, tours, displays, and orienta-
tions. 

The efforts of Emilio Torres merit recogni-
tion, not only for his years of dedicated serv-
ice, but also for the indelible imprint that his 
artistic works have left on the San Antonio 
community. 
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