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honor my very good friend, Tomas Reyes for
his many years of dedicated service and his
continued commitment to the improvement of
our community. | know that Tomas and his
wife Norma will continue to make great con-
tributions to our community. | would like to ex-
press my sincerest congratulations and heart-
felt thanks for all that he has given to the resi-
dents of New Haven.

———

IN HONOR OF THE LATE BOB
McMENEMY

HON. PETER DEUTSCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Robert J. McMenemy,
who passed away last week at the age of 59
in Plantation, FL. | am saddened by this tragic
loss: South Florida has lost a truly great com-
munity leader.

For the past 35 years, Bob McMenemy was
a strong presence at labor meetings, political
club events, and civic activities throughout
Broward County, FL. He was a fixture at
Democratic campaign rallies, candidate fund-
raisers, and political dinners, known among
politicians and elected officials as someone
who could quickly motivate others to partici-
pate in the political process. Demonstrating his
large influence on South Florida politics, Bob
was the labor committee chairman and a vice
chairman of the county Democratic Party, as
well as former vice president and president of
the Plantation Democratic Club.

Though very active in politics, Bob was per-
haps best known for his leadership in South
Florida’s union. He was a passionate advocate
for better pay for workers on public projects,
and significantly strengthened the labor move-
ment in Broward County. He was a leader of
the International Union of Operating Engineers
Local 675, representing the workers who
drove construction cranes and other heavy
equipment. Bob also served as the political
action chairman and legislative director before
becoming the union’s president. In honor of
his extraordinary dedication and work, the
Broward AFL-CIO presented Bob with the
“Labor Leader of the Year” award. This award
was truly deserved, representing all that Bob
stood for.

It is important to note that Bob McMenemy
did not simply focus all of his attention on po-
litical and labor issues. Throughout the course
of his life, Bob was especially devoted to so-
cial issues as well. He was specifically known
for his involvement in assisting people who
suffered from drug and alcohol addictions. Bob
served as the director of the Broward AFL—
CIO’s member assistance program, chairman
of the Broward Alcohol and Drug Abuse Advi-
sory Board, and a board member of the
House of Hope and Stepping Stones treat-
ment programs. He strongly believed that peo-
ple with drug and alcohol problems deserved
a chance to recover, and he worked tirelessly
to assist them in this important fight.

On a more personal level, Bob McMenemy,
with his deep Irish roots, invested his time in
the Emerald Society, a group that promotes
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Irish heritage. He was, in fact, honored by the
society at one of the annual St. Patrick’s Day
breakfasts in Fort Lauderdale. Most impor-
tantly, however, Bob McMenemy was a de-
voted husband, father, and son, who is sur-
vived by his wife, his two daughters, and his
mother. No matter what calling one obeys in
life, | can think of nothing more important than
one’s relationship with their family.

Mr. Speaker, while Bob McMenemy’s pass-
ing is a tremendous loss for the South Florida
community, | can say without hesitation that
his memory lives on through the work of the
many organizations to which he dedicated his
life. We will dearly miss Bob, but for the thou-
sands of lives he touched, we thank and
praise him for his hard work, his leadership,
and his compassion for others.

——

IN HONOR OF SHILOH BAPTIST
CHURCH IN CELEBRATING 150
YEARS OF SERVICE AND WOR-
SHIP IN CLEVELAND

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Shiloh Baptist Church in celebration
of 150 years of service and worship in Cleve-
land.

Shiloh Baptist Church is the first African
American Baptist Church in the city of Cleve-
land. Since its founding in 1849 Shiloh Baptist
Church has developed and maintained a
unique link to the city of Cleveland. During the
time when Cleveland was a small rural com-
munity, a merchant by the name of Michael
Gregory owned a dwelling storefront that be-
came a meeting place for the settlers. It was
there that seeds for the need of a church were
planted and soon after Shiloh Baptist Church
was the magnificent blossom. Through the
years, Shiloh’s development was insured by
the dedication and care of several ministers,
deacons, and members. Today, under the
pastorate of Rev. Alfred M. Walker, more than
1,300 new members have joined Shiloh Bap-
tist Church. Leading under the theme “Exalt-
ing Jesus, the Christ”, Rev. Walker has adopt-
ed the main task of: “Recognizing Evil and
doing something about it; and seeking to know
the Truth and be willing to speak and act in its
defense”.

Considered to be the Mother Church in
Cleveland, Shiloh Baptist Church has been re-
sponsible for the organization of many other
churches in the surrounding area. Through
Shiloh’s maternal link with the Cleveland com-
munity the congregation has continued to
grow. Shiloh Baptist Church has managed to
nourish and nurture the community for 150
years through its various organizations and
activities. This great church offers the people
of the community a chance to work together
with the church in grand synopsis form which
has produced men and women who have
made many significant contributions to the
economic and social development of the city
and the state.

| am pleased to congratulate Shiloh Baptist
Church on the 150th anniversary in addition to
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its being designated a historical landmark by
the Heritage Society of Cleveland and the
Cleveland Restoration Society. It is an honour
to recognize the Shiloh Baptist Church on the
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF FRANK GARRISON

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a good friend of mine, Michigan State
AFL-CIO President Frank Garrison upon his
retirement. Frank Garrison has been standing
up for working men and women for over 40
years—beginning with his membership in
Saginaw Steering Gear Plant UAW Local 699,
and ending as the Michigan State AFL-CIO’s
second longest serving president. Every day
during that forty years, the working families in
Michigan have had a champion in Frank Garri-
son. The legislative and political battles Frank
has fought in Lansing have had a direct im-
pact on the standard of living for the working
people in our state.

Upon returning from two years in the U.S.
Army in 1955, he immediately became active
in his local. He held posts ranging from alter-
nate committeeman to financial secretary be-
fore being appointed in 1972 as the UAW
international representative assigned to the
Education Department and the Michigan CAP
program. In January 1976, he joined the
UAW-CAP legislative office as a lobbyist.
Less than a year later, he became the Legisla-
tive Director for the UAW in Lansing.

In 1982, Frank was appointed Executive Di-
rector of the Michigan UAW-CAP for four
years, until being elected president of the
AFL-CIO on December 12, 1986. Since his
election Frank has been active in the Demo-
cratic Party as a member of the Democratic
National Committee Executive Board, and
President Clinton’s National Commission for
Employment Policy. He has served on several
Governor’s Councils and, in 1993, received an
honorary Doctorate of Law degree from Michi-
gan State University. Frank sits on more
boards and councils than the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD has room to list.

Frank Garrison has dedicated his life to the
betterment of the working men and women of
the state of Michigan. | don't know anyone
who has earned the right to a little time off
and a few more Michigan State University
football games as much as Frank Garrison.
We all know, however, that Frank’s passion
for politics and his dedication to working fami-
lies will not let retirement take him from the
causes he believes in and has fought for all
his life.

Please join me in honoring the career of
one of Michigan’s working heroes as Frank
Garrison completes his final term as Michigan
State AFL-CIO President. Frank, we wish you
all the best.
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