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For years, American families have reached
across cultural and national boundaries to em-
brace children through international adoption.
In 1998 alone, almost 16,000 children were
adopted by Americans from abroad. By sign-
ing the Hague Convention on the Protection of
Children and Cooperation in Respect of Inter-
country Adoption, the United States and over
60 other nations recognized the importance of
international adoption. The Hague Convention
creates a structure to strengthen cooperation
among nations in adoption and protects adop-
tive families from fraud and abuse.

Although the United States signed the
Hague Convention in 1994, Congress has yet
to ratify and implement the Convention. The
Intercountry Adoption Act, by providing for the
enactment of the Hague Convention, would
strengthen the process that builds thousands
of international adoptive families every year.
Our legislation sends a strong signal that the
United States is committed to providing per-
manent homes for its own children and for
children all across the globe.

Mr. Speaker, the Hague Convention pro-
motes cooperation among national govern-
ments, but its most significant impact is deeply
personal. My own family was forever changed
and enriched by the adoption of our two chil-
dren from Korea. | am profoundly grateful to
have Kathryn and Scott in my life. The legisla-
tion we introduce today will allow me to ex-
press my gratitude by aiding efforts to unite
every waiting child in every nation with a “for-
ever family.”

—————
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, thank you for
the opportunity to make additional remarks re-
garding the bill H.R. 898, the Spanish Peaks
Wilderness Act of 1999, which | had the pleas-
ure of introducing and sponsoring in Congress
this year.

This legislation will give permanent protec-
tion, in the form of wilderness, to the heart of
the beautiful Spanish Peaks area in Colorado.
The bill is cosponsored by several of my col-
leagues from Colorado, including Mr. SCHAF-
FER, whose district includes the portion of the
Spanish Peaks within Las Animas County. |
am also pleased to be joined by Mr. HEFLEY,
Mr. TANCREDO, and Mr. MARK UDALL of Colo-
rado. | greatly appreciate their assistance and
support.

Also, across the Capitol, Senator ALLARD
has introduced an identical companion bill. |
would like to extend my appreciation to the
Senator for his active support of this worth-
while legislation. | would also like to thank
Chairman YOUNG and Subcommittee Chair-
woman CHENOWETH for their work in the Com-
mittee on Resources to get this bill through
committee quickly and onto the floor.

Finally, 1 would offer a note of appreciation
and thanks to the former Members of Con-
gress whose efforts made today’s legislation
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possible. First, approximately 20 years ago,
Senator William Armstrong of Colorado began
this worthwhile process by proposing wilder-
ness in Colorado, and in 1986, Senator Arm-
strong proposed protected status and man-
agement for the Spanish Peaks. His efforts set
in place the foundation upon which today’s bill
is built. Second, | would like to thank the
former Congressman from the Second District
of Colorado, Mr. Skaggs. Together, he and |
introduced this legislation in the 105th Con-
gress, which passed the House but due to
time constraints did not pass the Senate. The
efforts by both of these individual legislators
helped make this bill possible.

The mountains known as the Spanish
Peaks are two volcanic peaks in Las Animas
and Huerfano Counties. The eastern peak
rises to 12,683 feet above sea level, while the
summit of the western peak reaches 13,626
feet. The two served as landmarks for native
Americans as well as some of Colorado’s
other early settlers.

With this history, it's not surprising that the
Spanish Peaks portion of the San Isabel Na-
tional Forest was included in 1977 on the Na-
tional Registry of Natural Landmarks. The
Spanish Peaks area has outstanding scenic,
geologic, and wilderness values, including a
spectacular system of over 250 free-standing
dikes and ramps of volcanic materials radi-
ating from the peaks. The lands covered by
this bill are not only beautiful and part of a rich
heritage, but also provide an excellent source
of recreation. The State of Colorado has des-
ignated the Spanish Peaks as a natural area,
and they are a popular destination for hikers
seeking an opportunity to enjoy an unmatched
vista of southeastern Colorado’s mountains
and plains.

The Forest Service originally reviewed and
recommended the Spanish Peaks area for
possible wilderness designation in 1979. The
process since then has involved several steps,
and during that time, the Forest Service has
been able to acquire most of the inholdings
within Spanish Peaks area. So the way is now
clear for Congress to finish the job and des-
ignate the Spanish Peaks area as part of the
National Wilderness Preservation System.

The bill before the House would designate
as wilderness about 18,000 acres of the San
Isabel National Forest, including both of the
Spanish Peaks as well as the slopes below
and between them. This includes most of the
lands originally recommended for wilderness
by the Forest Service, but with boundary revi-
sions that will exclude some private lands. |
would like to note that Senator ALLARD and |
have made significant efforts to address local
concerns about the wilderness designation, in-
cluding: (1) adjusting the boundary slightly to
exclude certain lands that are likely to have
the capacity for mineral production; and (2)
excluding from the wilderness a road used by
locals for access to the beauty of the Spanish
Peaks. Senator ALLARD and | did not act to in-
troduce this bill until a local consensus was
achieved on the wilderness designation.

The bill itself is very simple. It would just
add the Spanish Peaks area to the list of
areas designated as wilderness by the Colo-
rado Wilderness Act of 1993. As a result, all
the provisions of that act—including the provi-
sions related to water—would apply to the
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Spanish Peaks area just as they do to the
other areas on that list. Like all the areas now
on that list, the Spanish Peaks area covered
by this bill is a headwaters area, which for all
practical purposes eliminates the possibility of
water conflicts. There are no water diversions
within the area.

Mr. Speaker, | close my statement by thank-
ing all of my fellow members for your time and
by urging all Members of the House to support
of passage of H.R. 989.

———
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, as kids get settled in to school this
year, | want to make sure that they and their
parents are aware of a disturbing trend taking
place on campuses across the country.

Companies are increasingly entering the
classroom to acquire hard-to-get information
about the purchasing preferences and per-
sonal habits of young people. They are doing
this because kids aged 4 through 12 are the
hottest market group being targeted by retail-
ers and others.

The problem is, kids do not always know if
they are divulging personal information, and
parents may not know that their children are
spending part of their school day teaching
companies how best to target young people.

That is why | am introducing legislation
today that will protect student privacy and par-
ents’ rights to information about their children’s
education.

The legislation would prohibit schools from
letting students participate in various forms of
market research at school without their par-
ent’s written permission. My bill also would re-
quire a broad study of commercial involvement
in the classroom.

| am proud to have the support of Con-
sumers Union and the National Parent Teach-
er Association in this effort. The PTA has
been a leader in supporting efforts to improve
educational quality and Consumers Union has
been a champion of consumer’ privacy.

| strongly urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important legislation.

Normally, we do not think of privacy and
educational quality as issues that overlap. But
the fact that both these groups are here today
illustrates how market research in schools
touches upon a range of issues that concern
diverse groups.

As you know, there is a growing concern
over privacy in this country, where Americans
are becoming increasingly aware of the fact
that the benefits of new technology can also
lead to a loss of control over personal, med-
ical and financial information.

| hear about this concern all the time. | sup-
port efforts by my colleagues to restore the
privacy protections most of us have taken for
granted.

Another major concern that nearly everyone
in California and the Nation is talking about is
the quality of our young children’s education.
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