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gentleman for all of his admirable accomplish-
ments and societal contributions. 
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Susan Corrigan for winning 
the United Way’s Congresswoman Mary T. 
Norton Memorial Award. 

Initiated by the United Way of Hudson 
County in 1990, this award recognizes individ-
uals who exhibit a deep commitment to com-
munity service as exemplified by Congress-
woman Mary T. Norton during her 13 terms in 
the House of Representatives (1925–1950). A 
leader who championed thinking outside of the 
box, Congresswoman Norton advocated gov-
ernment action in areas, such as day care, fair 
employment practices, health care for vet-
erans, and the inclusion of women in high lev-
els of government service. 

Ms. Corrigan, one of this year’s award re-
cipients, is the founder and President/CEO of 
Gifts In-Kind International, the world’s leading 
charity in product philanthropy. Under her 
guidance, Gifts In-Kind International is now the 
13th largest charity in the United States. And, 
as the organization has continued to have a 
very positive impact on the nonprofit sector, 
Ms. Corrigan has twice been named in The 
NonProfit Times’ list of the Top 50 Most Influ-
ential Leaders in Philanthropy. 

Because of her commitment to community 
service, Ms. Corrigan received the 1991 Can-
tor Award for Excellence in Nonprofit Manage-
ment from the Pacific Graduate School in 
Stanford, California, and the Samaritan Foun-
dation’s 1996 Humanitarian Partnership 
Award. In addition, she is a member of The 
Washington Center’s Independent Sector Pro-
gram Initiative Honorary Advisory Committee. 

A graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, 
Ms. Corrigan has served as Assistant to the 
President at United Way of America and is the 
author of several publications, including Estab-
lishing an In-Kind Program, The Business 
Sense of In-Kind Giving, and Employment 
Generating Services. 

A well deserving award recipient who em-
bodies the life work of Congresswoman Mary 
T. Norton, Ms. Corrigan has dedicated her life 
to community service. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Ms. Corrigan for all 
of her outstanding service to the community 
and for carrying on the work of Congress-
woman Mary T. Norton. 
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge support of H. Res. 286. The purpose of 
this legislation is to recognize the week of 
September 19–25, as Yellow Ribbon Youth 
Suicide Awareness and Prevention Week. 

This resolution is important to any person 
who has children, and to any family that has 
lost loved ones through suicide. The bill recog-
nizes that there is a need to increase aware-
ness about youth suicide and make it a na-
tional priority. 

I would like to recognize the Light for Family 
Foundation of America and their founders, the 
Emme family, who tragically lost their teenage 
son, Michael, to suicide in 1994. It was 
through the vision of the Emme family that the 
Yellow Ribbon Program, which has helped 
save countless lives, has become an integral 
part of the fight against youth suicide. 

Mr. Speaker, teenage suicide is extremely 
tragic. I hope and pray that this resolution can 
increase awareness and hopefully prevent the 
loss of more of our Nation’s children. 
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Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of our nation’s finest military lead-
ers. General Michael K. Wyrick proudly has 
given 30 years of uniformed service to our 
country, and now begins his retirement. Cap-
ping his stellar career by serving as Deputy 
Surgeon General of the United States Air 
Force, he is the only healthcare administrator 
in the Air Force to ever attain this position. It 
is both fitting and appropriate to take a mo-
ment to celebrate the accomplishments of this 
decorated officer. 

General Wyrick, a young West Texas gen-
tleman, entered the military in 1969 as a grad-
uate of the Texas Christian University Air 
Force Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. Gen-
eral Wyrick displayed his natural leadership 
abilities in successful early, military assign-
ments at Charleston Air Force Base, South 
Carolina and Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alas-
ka. General Wyrick then earned a Master’s 
Degree in Health Service Administration from 
Baylor University. His vast knowledge of ad-
ministrative strategy and leadership was com-
plemented by additional, highly competitive 
academic endeavors. Graduation from Air War 
College and participation in select leadership 
development programs at Duke University and 
Cornell University are included among his 
most recent academic accomplishments. 
Baylor University has since recognized Gen-
eral Wyrick with the Distinguished Alumni 

Award from the Graduate Program in Health 
Care Administration. Many additional honors 
have also been bestowed upon the General 
for his administrative excellence, including the 
Outstanding Federal Services Administrator 
Award from the Association of Military Sur-
geons of the United States and the Healthcare 
Administration Award from the American 
Academy of Medical Administrators. 

General Wyrick has held numerous key do-
mestic and overseas assignments in the Air 
Force Medical Service. In addition to being 
named the Chief Administrator of four Air 
Force hospitals, he directed the medical pro-
grams and resources in the headquarters of 
the Office of the Surgeon General prior to 
being named the Deputy Surgeon General of 
the Air Force. As Chief of the Air Force Med-
ical Service Corps, General Wyrick’s vital task 
was coordinating and executing the health 
care mission of the United States Air Force. 
The finesse with which he shoulders every re-
sponsibility has helped General Wyrick be-
come such a highly decorated leader. Today, 
he proudly wears the Air Force Commendation 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Meri-
torious Service Medal with four oak leaf clus-
ters, and the prestigious Legion of Merit. 

Major General Wyrick’s wife, Carol, and chil-
dren, Brian and Lauri, and his hometown of 
Amarillo, Texas look to General Wyrick as a 
source of great pride. He has brought honor to 
the distinguished uniform of the United States 
Air Force that he has proudly worn for the 
past 30 years. His unmatched leadership abil-
ity and strength of character set him apart as 
one of our nation’s finest citizens and most 
valued military officers. It is my pleasure to 
recognize General Michael K. Wyrick’s out-
standing career of exemplary service. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, America is a 

country where everyone enjoys religious free-
dom. There are about 500,000 Sikhs in this 
country and they have every right to practice 
their religion in this country. Sikhs have con-
tributed to America in many walks of life, from 
agriculture to medicine to law, among others. 
Sikhs participated in World War I and World 
War II, and a Sikh even served as a Member 
of Congress in the 1960s. His name was Dalip 
Singh Saund and he was from California. 

When a Sikh is baptized, he or she is re-
quired to have five symbols called the five Ks. 
They are unshorn hair (Kes), a comb (Kanga), 
a tracelet (Kara), a kind of shorts (Kachha), 
and a ceremonial sword (Kirpan). Sometimes 
law enforcement officers in this country con-
sider a Kirpan a concealed weapon and arrest 
the Sikh carrying a Kirpan. 

Earlier this week, Gurbachan Singh Bhatia, 
a 69-year-old Sikh, was arrested in the sub-
urbs of Cleveland for carrying a concealed 
weapon. He is to appear at a pretrial hearing 
on October 4. I hope that the case against Mr. 
Bhatia will be dismissed. 
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