22634

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased and proud to join
with my good friends at the ILGWU, the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and the entire
community in paying a much over-due tribute
to this beloved figure in our region’s history,
Mrs. Min Matheson.

—————

CONTINUING THREATS TO THE
RUSSIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 24, 1999

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as
my colleagues are aware, for the past year or
so, the Jewish community of Russia has been
subjected to anti-Semitic threats and violence.
And this is not just from marginalized,
thuggish elements on the streets; even elected
officials in Russia have resorted to anti-Se-
mitic slurs and threats.

Amid the latest explosions in Moscow, it is
all the more remarkable that no Jewish institu-
tions were attacked in Russia during the Jew-
ish New Year celebration of Rosh Hashanah.
Responding to the concerns of the Russian
and American Jewish communities, as well as
the U.S. Government and Members of Con-
gress, the Russian authorities provided ade-
quate protection for the synagogues, at least
in the capital city, Moscow. The federal gov-
ernment of Russia and Moscow’s city govern-
ment deserve credit for this protection of their
citizens. Monday’s Yom Kippur celebration
also passed without incident, and authorities
would also be well advised to ensure that fu-
ture holiday observances are accompanied by
a visible and comprehensive police presence.

In the past several weeks, a Jewish commu-
nity leader was violently attacked inside the
Moscow Choral Synagogue, and explosives or
false bomb threats have been uncovered in
synagogues as well. In addition to syna-
gogues, schools and other institutions are also
at risk. The school year has now begun, and
elderly Jews will again turn to social services
institutions with the approach of winter. Rus-
sian authorities should be encouraged to con-
tinue protecting Jewish facilities, as well as se-
riously investigating and prosecuting those
guilty of crimes against Jews. In addition, Rus-
sian officials should speak out frequently and
publicly against those who would—either
through word or deed—tear at the fabric of tol-
erance in Russia. To his credit, President
Yeltsin has denounced ‘“disgusting acts of
anti-Semitism” in Russia, and in a telegram to
the Chief Rabbi of Russia, His Holiness Patri-
arch Alexei |l condemned the attack in the
Moscow Choral Synagogue. Hopefully, these
statements against violence and for tolerance
will be emulated by responsible Russian lead-
ers throughout Russia.

As much as permitting the free exercise of
religion is a duty of any government, so is the
protection of those exercising that right. As we
Americans have unfortunately witnessed in our
own country in recent months, our Nation is
not immune to anti-Semitic violence. Law en-
forcement cannot completely guarantee
against infringement of these rights, but we
have demonstrated what | believe is an appro-
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priate model of community and official re-
sponse. For instance, when synagogues in
California were bombed earlier this year, the
California State Legislature condemned the at-
tacks, and the alleged perpetrators are now in
custody.

The police protection of synagogues
throughout Moscow, along with President
Boris Yeltsin’s strong message of support to
the Jewish community on the eve of the Jew-
ish High Holy Days, represent a commendable
Russian step in that same direction. Effective
security measures should continue as long as
the Jewish community is under threat, but we
hope that ultimately such measures will no
longer be necessary in a stable, democratic
Russia.

——————

THANKING CHUCK RUSSELL FOR
HIS MANY YEARS OF SERVICE
TO THE STATE OF TEXAS

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 24, 1999

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 30 years of service Chuck
Russell has provided to the children of Texas
and our great nation. At the end of this month,
Chuck will retire from his position as Assistant
to the Texas Education Commissioner for
Government Relations. Although Chuck has
enjoyed his time in Washington, | am certain
that he is looking forward to going home to
Texas.

Chuck has spent his career working tire-
lessly on behalf of all children. As a govern-
ment affairs official, he worked to make edu-
cation funding formulas more equitable. He fa-
cilitated discussions between the Congress,
U.S. Department of Education, the White
House, the Texas Education Agency and local
school districts. He always promoted what was
best for school children, never forgetting that
they were the reason for him being here. Their
best interest was his driving force.

Chuck’s education experience was not lim-
ited to government affairs. He has also worked
as a special education teacher in Monterey,
California and as a project director for the
Texas School for the Blind.

American historian and writer Henry Adams
once stated that “an educator affects eternity;
he can never tell when his influence stops.”
For Chuck Russell, the lives he has touched
over his many years in the education field will
ensure that his influence carries on far into the
future.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the career of one of Texas’ education heroes
as Chuck Russell completes his final days as
an advocate for education. Chuck, we wish
you and your wife Judy all the best.
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TRIBUTE TO THE SOJOURNER
TRUTH INSTITUTE IN COMMEMO-
RATION OF THE SOJOURNER
TRUTH MEMORIAL MONUMENT

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 24, 1999

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Sojourner Truth Institute for
their hard work and dedication to the So-
journer Truth Memorial Monument, which is
being unveiled in Battle Creek, Michigan on
Saturday, September 25, 1999.

Deserving recognition for this historic event
are monument sculptor Tina Allen, Institute
Administrator Michael Evans, Dr. Velma Laws-
Clay and the entire Monument Steering Com-
mittee for the vision of turning an idea into a
reality. The monument will stand to com-
memorate Sojourner Truth’s crusade for the
abolition of slavery, women’s suffrage, and
human rights for all.

Sojourner Truth is one of Battle Creek’s
greatest citizens and her impact on American
history is immeasurable. She stood as a
strong voice for the nation’s ideals of freedom
and equality at a time of great conflict. She
was an abolitionist and an outspoken leader
for women'’s rights. “Today | have the right to
speak out in public and be as successful as |
choose to be because she was a pioneer for
the rights of women and others”, said Dr.
Laws-Clay.

The Sojourner Truth Institute, with the proud
support of the entire Battle Creek community,
will sponsor a weekend-long celebration culmi-
nating with the unveiling of sculptor Tina Al-
len’s 12-foot tall bronze statue of Sojourner
Truth in Battle Creek’s new Monument Park.
“The intention was to provide a place where
visitors and residents of the city can learn
about what she really meant to the city of Bat-
tle Creek and bring the city’s history to an
even larger audience. It is also a very appro-
priate welcome at the gateway of our city”,
said Michael Evans.

| wish to thank everyone involved in bringing
this monument to life and continuing the leg-
acy of Sojourner Truth, who is one of the
greatest human rights activists in this nation’s
history. | am honored to represent a city with
such character and determination. The work of
the Sojourner Truth Institute will ensure that
Battle Creek and America long remembers
Sojourner Truth’s message of freedom and |
commend the Institute’s vision and dedication.

CONSOLIDATION OF MILK
MARKETING ORDERS

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL LUTHER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 22, 1999

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1402) to require
the Secretary of Agriculture to implement
the Class I milk price structure known as
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