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the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SAXTON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 293. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries.

f 

BLACK CANYON OF THE GUNNISON 
NATIONAL PARK AND GUNNISON 
GORGE NATIONAL CONSERVA-
TION AREA ACT OF 1999 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 323) to redesignate the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison National 
Monument as a national park and es-
tablish the Gunnison Gorge National 
Conservation Area, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 323

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison National Park and Gun-
nison Gorge National Conservation Area Act 
of 1999’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that—
(1) Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 

Monument was established for the preserva-
tion of its spectacular gorges and additional 
features of scenic, scientific, and educational 
interest;

(2) the Black Canyon of the Gunnison and 
adjacent upland include a variety of unique 
ecological, geological, scenic, historical, and 
wildlife components enhanced by the seren-
ity and rural western setting of the area; 

(3) the Black Canyon of the Gunnison and 
adjacent land provide extensive opportuni-
ties for educational and recreational activi-
ties, and are publicly used for hiking, camp-
ing, and fishing, and for wilderness value, in-
cluding solitude; 

(4) adjacent public land downstream of the 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 
Monument has wilderness value and offers 
unique geological, paleontological, sci-
entific, educational, and recreational re-
sources;

(5) public land adjacent to the Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison National Monument 
contributes to the protection of the wildlife, 
viewshed, and scenic qualities of the Black 
Canyon;

(6) some private land adjacent to the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument 
has exceptional natural and scenic value 
that would be threatened by future develop-
ment pressures; 

(7) the benefits of designating public and 
private land surrounding the national monu-

ment as a national park include greater 
long-term protection of the resources and ex-
panded visitor use opportunities; and 

(8) land in and adjacent to the Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison Gorge is—

(A) recognized for offering exceptional 
multiple use opportunities; 

(B) recognized for offering natural, cul-
tural, scenic, wilderness, and recreational re-
sources; and 

(C) worthy of additional protection as a na-
tional conservation area, and with respect to 
the Gunnison Gorge itself, as a component of 
the national wilderness system. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CONSERVATION AREA.—The term ‘‘Con-

servation Area’’ means the Gunnison Gorge 
National Conservation Area, consisting of 
approximately 57,725 acres surrounding the 
Gunnison Gorge as depicted on the Map. 

(2) MAP.—The term ‘‘Map’’ means the map 
entitled ‘‘Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na-
tional Park and Gunnison Gorge NCA—1/22/
99’’. The map shall be on file and available 
for public inspection in the offices of the De-
partment of the Interior. 

(3) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’’ means the 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 
Park established under section 4 and de-
picted on the Map. 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF BLACK CANYON OF 

THE GUNNISON NATIONAL PARK. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby es-

tablished the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park in the State of Colorado as 
generally depicted on the map identified in 
section 3. The Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Monument is hereby abolished as 
such, the lands and interests therein are in-
corporated within and made part of the new 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 
Park, and any funds available for purposes of 
the monument shall be available for pur-
poses of the park. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—Upon enactment of 
this title, the Secretary shall transfer the 
lands under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
Land Management which are identified on 
the map for inclusion in the park to the ad-
ministrative jurisdiction of the National 
Park Service. The Secretary shall admin-
ister the park in accordance with this Act 
and laws generally applicable to units of the 
National Park System, including the Act en-
titled ‘‘An Act to establish a National Park 
Service, and for other purposes’’, approved 
August 25, 1916 (16 U.S.C. 1, 2–4), and the Act 
entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the preserva-
tion of historic American sites, buildings, 
objects, and antiquities of national signifi-
cance, and for other purposes, approved Au-
gust 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.). 

(c) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—As soon 
as practicable after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall file maps and a 
legal description of the park with the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the United States Senate and the Committee 
on Resources of the United States House of 
Representatives. Such maps and legal de-
scription shall have the same force and ef-
fect as if included in this Act, except that 
the Secretary may correct clerical and typo-
graphical errors in such legals description 
and maps. The maps and legal description 
shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the Na-
tional Park Service. 

(d) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, all Federal lands within the park are 
hereby withdrawn from all forms of entry, 

appropriation, or disposal under the public 
land laws; from location, entry, and patent 
under the mining laws; and from disposition 
under all laws relating to mineral and geo-
thermal leasing, and all amendments there-
to.

(e) GRAZING.—(1)(A) Consistent with the re-
quirements of this subsection, including the 
limitation in paragraph (3), the Secretary 
shall allow the grazing of livestock within 
the park to continue where authorized under 
permits or leases in existence as of the date 
of enactment of this Act. Grazing shall be at 
no more than the current level, and subject 
to applicable laws and National Park Service 
regulations.

(B) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued as extending grazing privileges for 
any party or their assignee in any area of the 
park where, prior to the date of enactment of 
this Act, such use was scheduled to expire 
according to the terms of a settlement by 
the U.S. Claims Court affecting property in-
corporated into the boundary of the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison National Monu-
ment.

(C) Nothing in this subsection shall pro-
hibit the Secretary from accepting the vol-
untary termination of leases or permits for 
grazing within the park. 

(2) Within areas of the park designated as 
wilderness, the grazing of livestock, where 
authorized under permits in existence as of 
the date of enactment of this Act, shall be 
permitted to continue subject to such rea-
sonable regulations, policies, and practices 
as the Secretary deems necessary, consistent 
with this Act, the Wilderness Act, and other 
applicable laws and National Park Service 
regulations.

(3) With respect to the grazing permits and 
leases referenced in this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall allow grazing to continue, sub-
ject to periodic renewal—

(A) with respect to a permit or lease issued 
to an individual, for the lifetime of the indi-
vidual who was the holder of the permit or 
lease on the date of the enactment of this 
Act; and 

(B) with respect to a permit or lease issued 
to a partnership, corporation, or other legal 
entity, for a period which shall terminate on 
the same date that the last permit or lease 
held under subparagraph (A) terminates, un-
less the partnership, corporation, or legal en-
tity dissolves or terminates before such 
time, in which case the permit or lease shall 
terminate with the partnership, corporation, 
or legal entity.
SEC. 5. ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY AND MINOR 

BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENTS. 
(a) ADDITIONAL ACQUISITIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-

quire land or interests in land depicted on 
the Map as proposed additions. 

(2) METHOD OF ACQUISITION.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Land or interests in land 

may be acquired by—
(i) donation; 
(ii) transfer; 
(iii) purchase with donated or appropriated 

funds; or 
(iv) exchange. 
(B) CONSENT.—No land or interest in land 

may be acquired without the consent of the 
owner of the land. 

(b) BOUNDARY REVISION.—After acquiring 
land for the Park, the Secretary shall—

(1) revise the boundary of the Park to in-
clude newly-acquired land within the bound-
ary; and 

(2) administer newly-acquired land subject 
to applicable laws (including regulations). 

(c) BOUNDARY SURVEY.—As soon as prac-
ticable and subject to the availability of 
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