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war ended, the 79th Congress voted to 
take away the benefits and recognition 
of Filipino World War II veterans in 
what was called the Rescissions Act of 
1946.

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GILMAN) and I, along with 209 cospon-
sors of last year’s Veterans Equity Act, 
are now asking our colleagues to cor-
rect this injustice that these veterans 
have endured for over 50 years. 

Because the Filipino World War II 
veterans are in their seventies and 
eighties, their most urgent need is for 
health care. Our bill that we have in-
troduced will provide access to VA 
medical facilities for these veterans, 
both in the United States and in the 
Philippines. We have designed the bill 
so that it will also provide greater ac-
cess to VA medical facilities in the 
Philippines for U.S. veterans who are 
living abroad. In addition, the bill will 
also increase the service-connected dis-
ability compensation from what is 
called the peso rate to the full dollar 
amount for Filipino World War II vet-
erans living in the United States, as 
called for in the President’s budget. 

The rationale for a lower payment 
simply does not exist for the veterans 
who are now U.S. citizens. All this can 
be achieved, Mr. Speaker, for $36 mil-
lion a year. This should be included in 
our final budget negotiations. I would 
urge my colleagues to support this 
cost-effective humanitarian measure. 

Taken together, these acts are the 
steps we must take during this session 
of Congress on behalf of our brave col-
leagues who serve side by side with the 
forces from the United States. The 
House has passed the SSI Extension 
Act. Let us now join together in a bi-
partisan effort to restore health bene-
fits to the Filipino World War II bene-
fits.

Let us pass H.R. 1594, the Filipino 
Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act.

f 

THE NUTRACEUTICAL RESEARCH 
AND EDUCATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row I am introducing the Nutraceutical 
Research and Education Act which I 
am going to call the NREA. Many of 
my colleagues may recall the debate 
and vigorous campaign that led to the 
passage of the Dietary Supplement 
Health and Education Act of 1994. With 
the passage of that legislation 5 years 
ago, the use of alternative medicines, 
dietary supplements, functional food 
products, and medical foods has ex-
ploded.

Since the Dietary Supplement Health 
and Education Act was enacted, con-
sumers have flocked to their health 
food stores and most recently to their 
drug stores, grocery stores and the 

Internet to buy products that can keep 
them healthy. The food and pharma-
ceutical industries took notice hoping 
to realize the profits gained by entry 
into this growing market. The food in-
dustry responded by developing novel 
food products called functional foods. 
Pharmaceutical and dietary supple-
ment companies have begun calling 
some of their products nutraceuticals, 
reflecting their claims for nutrients 
with targeted health and medical bene-
fits.

Despite this impressive growth, the 
true health benefits of dietary supple-
ments and functional foods have not 
been fully explored. 

Congress must, Mr. Speaker, in my 
opinion, as a matter of public policy, 
encourage the scientific and clinical 
study of dietary supplements and func-
tional foods. Towards this objective we 
have created the National Center for 
Complementary and Alternative Medi-
cine at the NIH and the Office of Die-
tary Supplements. However, much still 
needs to be done. Many individuals and 
companies that would like to clinically 
research their products have encoun-
tered numerous barriers along the way; 
and the market is such that if I tested 
and developed a product, often a non-
patentable product or difficult-to-pat-
ent product, someone else who has not 
invested time and money in clinical re-
search can come in and develop an 
equivalent or similar product to mine. 

The time has come for Congress to 
step forward and encourage a research-
based dietary supplement and func-
tional food industry. We must do this 
to protect the people by ensuring these 
products are safe and effective. Con-
gress can help bring order to the mar-
ketplace with the creation of the prop-
er incentives. The answer is a public-
private partnership to get these prod-
ucts researched. 

I propose, in introducing this bill, the 
Nutraceutical Research and Education 
Act, to reward the individuals and 
companies doing the clinical research 
on these products with an exclusive 
marketing claim. In doing so, we will 
give the term ‘‘nutraceutical’’ a legal 
definition and classification. 

Under the bill, anyone who chooses 
to engage in clinical research of a nat-
ural product and determines that a 
health benefit exists and that that 
product is safe and effective to achieve 
this health benefit can apply to the 
FDA for a ruling that their product 
does what they claim. The FDA would 
then determine the merits of the appli-
cation and decide whether the product 
does, in fact, offer a health benefit at a 
low risk. If so, the person would be re-
warded for doing the hard work with an 
exclusive right to use the health claim 
they have proven for a period of 10 
years.

In this way, we can redirect adver-
tising dollars into research, encourage 
private enterprise and provide the pub-

lic with safe and effective, lower-cost 
and lower-risk nutraceutical products. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to stress to my 
colleagues that my legislation does not 
supplant the Dietary Supplement 
Health and Education Act. That legis-
lation was a watershed for the natural 
products industry. It protects access to 
products and permits some claims to be 
made. My legislation just takes us a 
step further down the road to encour-
age clinical research and the truthful 
dissemination of the results of that re-
search to provide the American people 
access to these products. 

Until there is a structure in place to 
investigate and develop dietary supple-
ment and functional food products and 
prove their worth, the majority of 
health professionals will not rec-
ommend them, but patients will con-
tinue to take them. The NREA will 
make available a mechanism whereby 
these products are tested for quality 
and safety to give the people access to 
proven health remedies, to enable self-
care.

Ultimately, Mr. Speaker, I believe 
the result will be cost effective, less 
sickness, more health, more produc-
tivity and a healthier population and 
industry.

f 

HURRICANE FLOYD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs. 
CLAYTON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, Hurri-
cane Floyd took lives, in fact 47 lives 
we know to date. It also took lifetimes 
of family possessions and family his-
tory. Lives cannot be recovered but, 
with effort, lifetimes can be restored. 
At least 35,000 lifetimes, family posses-
sions and family history, must be re-
stored.

Infrastructure, built over lifetimes, 
was destroyed, leaving losses that are 
currently reaching $80 million and the 
numbers are growing. 

At least 10 bridges are severely dam-
aged and many more, some still under-
water, were structurally damaged. At 
least 600 pipelines were damaged. Elec-
tricity costs are $1 million and grow-
ing. In addition, some $30 million in 
revenue has been lost. 1.2 million per-
sons lost power due to the storm and 
close to 10,000 remain today without 
electricity. Drinking water and waste 
water treatment systems sustained un-
told damage. Bacteria, nitrates, and 
other pollutants have contaminated 
many wells. Many septic tanks are 
nonfunctional and due to high water 
tables will not be functional for some 
time. Agricultural losses, compounding 
previous losses from the drought and 
economic downturn and other natural 
calamities, will reach $1 billion and 
that number is growing. 

Small farm life is seriously threat-
ened in North Carolina. Significant 
beach erosion has occurred.
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Shrimp and blue crab harvests, pre-
viously predicted to be at record levels, 
have been completely wiped out. Fish 
and shellfish losses are unknown. 

If things could not be worse, there 
are millions of gallons of raw sewage 
and animal waste, with more than a 
million dead farm animals contami-
nating waters that flow into the 
homes, businesses, and drinking sup-
ply. Insects and rodent activity is on 
the rise. 

Mr. Speaker, Hurricane Floyd left in 
his wake, the worst flooding in the his-
tory of the State of North Carolina. 
The serious health concerns underscore 
the value and the importance of a pro-
gram that is being developed at some 
of our education institutions in the 
State of North Carolina. 

A program termed ‘‘Agromedicine’’ 
has brought some of our diverse univer-
sity cultures together with commu-
nities to prevent injury and illness and 
to promote the health and safety of our 
rural residents. 

Agriculture in North Carolina is a 
significant part of our economy. Agri-
culture is a $45 billion a year industry, 
employing 21 percent of the State’s 
work force. Even without hurricane 
and flooding, farming, forestry, and 
fishing in North Carolina can be haz-
ardous. The costs can be great. On av-
erage, 50 persons per year die in agri-
cultural-related activities, and 2,000 
are disabled. The annual costs of 
health care in North Carolina farm-re-
lated injury exceeds $195 million. 

I am proud that North Carolina is 
taking a national leadership in 
Agromedicine through the newly-estab-
lished Agromedicine Institute. I con-
gratulate the three universities in-
volved, East Carolina State University 
with its medical school, its nursing and 
allied health expertise; North Carolina 
A&T State University with its agri-
culture, technology, nursing expertise; 
and North Carolina State University 
with its agriculture, forestry, natural 
resources, life sciences, and veterinary 
medical expertise. 

Mr. Speaker, those who grow and 
harvest the products that provide our 
food, our clothing, and shelter deserve 
our support in addressing the contin-
ued hazards of health and safety. The 
Agromedicine Institute is one means of 
providing that support. 

The devastation of Hurricane Floyd 
will one day become history, a mere 
memory in the minds of those who are 
suffering through it now. Possessions 
will, once again, be collected. North 
Carolina will be rebuilt, restored, and 
recovered. Agromedicine can be a life-
time. We urge consideration of this 
program.

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES HILLARD 
BLACKBURN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GREEN of Wisconsin). Under a previous 

order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. MILLENDER-
MCDONALD) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 
Speaker, I come tonight with a sad 
heart. A very close and dear friend of 
mine, Chuck Hillard Blackburn passed 
away last week at the age of 83. I was 
saddened, Mr. Speaker, because I was 
here doing the people’s business in the 
people’s House, that I was unable to go 
to pay my respects to such a fine 
American.

There was something about Chuck 
that was very unusual. Chuck was a 
Republican. He loved being in the Re-
publican Party. But after he met me 
and he joined forces with me, he 
changed his affiliation from the Repub-
lican Party to the Democratic Party 
and started working with me in my en-
deavors as I started early on running 
for the Carson City Council, on to the 
State legislature, and then here to 
Congress.

In all three of those runs, Mr. Speak-
er, he was there for me. He managed 
my office. He made sure that the phone 
banks were covered. One could not 
have found an any more endearing per-
son than Chuck Blackburn. 

Chuck often spoke about growing up 
in his State of Ohio, City of Springfield 
and, as a boy, how he enjoyed being 
with his father fishing and doing some 
of the great things that boys and fa-
thers have a great relationship with. 
Then he moved to California. Again, 
enjoying his grandchildren, he did 
some of those same things that he had 
done with his father with his grand-
children.

But I do not want to ignore the fact 
that Chuck served this country in 
three wars. A great veteran he was, al-
ways giving patriotism to this country, 
having served it very well. 

During his 27 years in the military, 
he often talked about the many strides 
and struggles and the many times that 
he had to go on the battlefield. But he 
did not regret, not a single bit of it, be-
cause he loved this country. Chuck 
Blackburn was an American who abso-
lutely felt that being an American was 
the greatest thing in the world. 

Then after coming out of the mili-
tary, having served for 27 years, he be-
came a manager with the Kelly Serv-
ices and was the manager there for 10 
years, after which he began to just do 
voluntary things there in the city of 
Carson.

That is when he joined forces with 
me. From that point on, he was my 
friend, my devoted constituent, my 
really true trustworthy friend whom I 
could always depend on as I ran the 
campaigns.

He was in the La Bon Temps social 
club, and it was a club where men 
would dress each year in their fine 
after-6 attire and have ballroom danc-
ing and parties. He was known as a guy 
who was very soft on his feet or very 

smooth on his feet. He did the ballroom 
dancing like no one could. I can see 
him now with his tall slinky body, 
handsomely dressed in this tux, waltz-
ing across the floor with his wife Euge-
nia, a great man, handsome man, a 
very great American. 

He attended the church of the Holy 
Communion with his wife, Eugenia, for 
many years. They were married some 
24 years. In their years of marriage, 
they sought to have all of their grand-
children baptized here at the Church of 
the Holy Communion. Upon his death, 
that church was the place in which a 
memorial service was done for him. 

We will miss Chuck, a great guy, a 
true friend, a great American, a great 
patriot. But the one thing that I can 
say for him, that he loved this country. 
He loved the people, his neighbors, and 
he loved this Congresswoman. I cer-
tainly cannot say enough for the fine 
gentleman he was. I will sorely miss 
him as we gear up for this election 
come the year 2000. But I know wher-
ever Chuck is now, and I certainly will 
presume he is in heaven or assume he 
is, that he is saying, ‘‘Now, you just go 
girl, because you have got to win this 
reelection. I am going to be there in 
spirit to make sure that those phone 
banks are covered, that those who 
come to volunteer will sign in, and 
that you will have victory come No-
vember of the year 2000.’’ Good-bye 
Chuck.

f 

LAND MINES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to support increased invest-
ment in assistance to persons affected 
by land mines. 

As many of my colleagues are aware, 
Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan will 
be making her first official visit to 
Capitol Hill tomorrow in her capacity 
as International Patron of the Land 
Mine Survivors Network to bring 
awareness to the devastation caused by 
land mines around the world. 

More than 60 countries are infested 
with land mines and have the potential 
of killing or maiming innocent civil-
ians, male and female, adult and child. 
Every 20 minutes, another life is dev-
astated by a anti-personnel Land Mine. 

Designed to maximize suffering and 
terrorize populations, land mines are 
truly indiscriminate weapons of mass 
destruction in slow motion. They can-
not tell the difference between the 
footfall of a soldier or a child at play. 

Although the cost of producing a 
Land Mine is as little as $3, the injuries 
suffered by innocent civilians cannot 
be cured with a price tag. More than 80 
percent of Land Mine victims are civil-
ians who must deal with the physical, 
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