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here at Georgetown University, School of 
Medicine. He completed his residency at 
UCLA-Harbor General Hospital in Torrance, 
California. From there he went on to a medical 
career that has certainly proven that this honor 
was earned, not bestowed, and well deserved. 

He began his medical career in Alamosa in 
1977 when he first became associated with 
Valley-Wide Health Services. He has been an 
active member of the San Luis Valley Re-
gional Medical Center in the area of general 
internal medicine. He is also the senior inter-
nist at the Community Health Center group 
practice. He serves as Utilization Review Di-
rector for Evergreen Nursing Home, Medical 
Director and Co-chair of Interdisciplinary Utili-
zation Review Team for Hospice del Valle, 
and physician advisor for the Alamosa Ambu-
lance District. Dr. Linden has also been an 
Aviation Medical Examiner for the last 16 
years. He served as Chief-of-Staff at SLV Re-
gional Medical Center for a one year tenure in 
1995–1996. In addition, he had previously 
served as chairperson of the Hospital Execu-
tive Committee, trustee on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Hospital Governing Board, and a 
member of the Quality Assurance Committee 
and Strategic Planning. Currently he serves as 
a member of the Hospital Staff Emergency 
Department and ICU Committee. 

Some of the numerous honors he has re-
ceived are: Hospice Appreciation Award in 
1993 from the Interdisciplinary Utilization Re-
view Team for Hospice del Velle; Outstanding 
Clinical Faculty Award for Medical Student 
Teaching at University of Colorado, School of 
Medicine, in 1989; and the Most Valuable Pre-
ceptor Award from the University of Colorado, 
School of Medicine, in 1997. 

When he has spare time, Dr. Kinden and 
his wife, Maureen Orr, enjoy the Colorado out-
doors. He enjoys hiking, backpacking, organic 
gardening, and even plays in an eclectic rock 
group ‘‘Lucky La Rue’’. He is a man who has 
dedicated his career to helping others and his 
life to Colorado. He deserves to be com-
mended. 
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.R. 2392, the Small Business Innovation 
Research Program Reauthorization Act of 
1999. Working with our colleagues on the 
Small Business Committee, we have crafted 
an authorization bill, which preserves the pro-
grams strengths. In addition, H.R. 2392 pro-
vides for a study of the Small Business Inno-
vation Research (SBIR) program. It is our 
hope to incorporate the results and findings of 
this study in the next reauthorization cycle. 

The SBIR program is an important element 
in making the unique capabilities of small 
high-tech business available to the Federal 
government. Initiated in 1982, the SBIR pro-
gram was built upon an existing NSF pilot pro-

gram and now includes the ten federal agen-
cies with the largest external research budg-
ets. When the program was conceived, it was 
clear that small business had much to offer 
federal agencies, but were not receiving a pro-
portional share of federal research contracts. 
In essence, they were shut-out of the federal 
research awards process. Through the SBIR 
we have guaranteed that at least 2.5% of 
agencies’ external research dollars are award-
ed to small businesses. This set aside has 
created progress towards achieving the SBIR 
programs two major goals; providing small 
high-tech businesses the opportunity to meet 
federal research needs and increasing the 
number of technology based commercial prod-
ucts developed by small business. 

As in any program, however, there is room 
for improvement. We need to ensure that an 
increasing percentage of SBIR winners go on 
to be commercial successes. And we need to 
build a better record in helping the best SBIR 
participants join the ranks of federal contrac-
tors. I will continue to work with my colleagues 
to address both of these concerns. 

In closing, I would like to say that it has 
been a pleasure working with Chairman SEN-
SENBRENNER, Chairwoman MORELLA, and 
Ranking Member HALL as well as our col-
leagues on the Small Business Committee in 
developing this consensus legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 2392. 
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Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 

like to take a minute to tell my fellow col-
leagues and the American People about 
Oseola McCarty. Ms. McCarty recently passed 
away and it is important that we pause to re-
member this remarkable Mississippian and 
American. 

Oseola McCarty spent her life washing and 
ironing the clothes of others in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi. Her life was one of meager and 
simple means concerning the material things 
many deem important. Her spirit and faith, 
though, was large and full. Her capacity to 
give and care and love exceeded all bound-
aries. Ms. McCarty was a great American and 
we all need to know and learn from her story. 

The Bible teaches us about the widow’s 
mite; that lady who gave less than others but 
all she had and was called great for her more 
profound sacrifice. Friends, Ms. MCCarty gave 
us all the widow’s mite. 

Her meager income over the years provided 
just enough for her to put away a little in sav-
ings each month. Over these 75 years this 
grew and in 1995 she gave the University of 
Southern Mississippi $150,000 to help the 
poor go to school. This was a gift to all of us. 
Certainly to those who have and will benefit 
from a college education. But also Ms. 
McCarty gave us all the gift of love and gen-
erosity. She taught us that integrity in life and 
belief in God and others, when put into action, 
changes lives. 

I am indebted to Oseola McCarty for her ex-
ample. My Alma Matter, the University of 
Southern Mississippi, is indebted to her for her 
gift and inspiration. And everyone, all of us, is 
indebted to Ms. McCarty because she helped 
remind us that we all matter and what we do 
matters to all. 

Many beautiful and great words will be said 
the next several days about Ms. McCarty. 
And, great things should be said. But, let’s 
honor her the way she would want . . . let’s 
give ourselves. Let’s give to others, like Ms. 
McCarty. 
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Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to ex-
press my satisfaction with the course of cer-
tain events relating to The Gambia, in West 
Africa. Some of our colleagues may, or may 
not, be aware that due to the tireless efforts of 
President Yahya Jammeh, The Gambia con-
tinues to play a pivotal role in peacemaking 
and peacekeeping. Specifically, The Gambia 
has participated in peace efforts in three re-
gions of conflict of West Africa—Guinea-
Bissau, Sierra Leone, and the Casamance re-
gion of Senegal. 

During the 21st summit of the sixteen-mem-
ber Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), hosted by The Gambia in 
October 1998, President Jammeh was suc-
cessful in bringing the two protagonists in the 
Guinea-Bissau conflict to the negotiating table 
for their first face-to-face meeting since fight-
ing erupted earlier that year. Although the 
peace accord, which was signed by Guinea-
Bissau President Joao Bernard Vierira and 
rebel leader Ansumane Mane was subse-
quently broken, President Jammeh continued 
to work toward a peaceful resolution of the 
conflict. For his efforts, President Jammeh 
was congratulated by other heads of state for 
being the first leader in the sub-region to send 
a delegation in search of a peace resolution to 
the crisis. 

Similarly, in the conflict in Sierra Leone be-
tween President Kabbah and the Revolu-
tionary United Front (RUF), led by Foday 
Sankoh, Gambian President Jammeh was the 
first leader to make an international offer to 
mediate, and urge for peace in the country, as 
well as the entire sub-region. In June 1999, 
Banjul was again the scene of peace negotia-
tions when the Senegalese government and 
separatist rebels from the Casamance prov-
ince accepted President Jammeh’s offer to fa-
cilitate peace in the troubled province. 

Gambian President Yahya Jammeh has of-
fered all possible assistance in order to facili-
tate the permanent return of peace to the 
West African region. On the occasion of Presi-
dent Jammeh’s first visit to the United States 
as a head of state, I would like my colleagues 
to join me in honoring and commending Presi-
dent Jammeh for his commitment to peace 
and unity in West Africa. 
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