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added as cosponsors of Senate Resolu-
tion 179, A resolution designating Octo-
ber 15, 1999, as ‘‘National Mammog-
raphy Day.”

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 57—CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION CONCERNING THE EMANCI-
PATION OF THE IRANIAN BAHA'I
COMMUNITY

Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. BROWNBACK,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. REID, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
DoDD, and Mr. SESSIONS) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. CoN. REs. 57

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994,
and 1996, Congress, by concurrent resolution,
declared that it holds the Government of
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all its nationals, including members of the
Baha’i Faith, Iran’s largest religious minor-
ity;

Whereas Congress has deplored the Govern-
ment of Iran’s religious persecution of the
Baha'’i community in such resolutions and in
numerous other appeals, and has condemned
Iran’s execution of more than 200 Baha’is and
the imprisonment of thousands of others
solely on account of their religious beliefs;

Whereas in July 1998 a Baha’i, Mr.
Ruhollah Rowhani, was executed by hanging
in Mashhad after being held in solitary con-
finement for 9 months on the charge of con-
verting a Muslim woman to the Baha’i
Faith, a charge the woman herself refuted;

Whereas 4 Baha’is remain on death row in
Iran, 2 on charges on apostasy, and 12 others
are serving prison terms on charges arising
solely from their religious beliefs or activi-
ties;

Whereas the Government of Iran continues
to deny individual Baha’is access to higher
education and government employment and
denies recognition and religious rights to the
Baha’i community, according to the policy
set forth in a confidential Iranian Govern-
ment document which was revealed by the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in 1993;

Whereas Baha’is have been banned from
teaching and studying at Iranian univer-
sities since the Islamic Revolution and
therefore created the Baha’'i Institute of
Higher Education, or Baha’i Open Univer-
sity, to provide educational opportunities to
Baha’i youth using volunteer faculty and a
network of classrooms, libraries, and labora-
tories in private homes and buildings
throughout Iran;

Whereas in September and October 1998,
Iranian authorities arrested 36 faculty mem-
bers of the Open University, 4 of whom have
been given prison sentences ranging between
3 to 10 years, even though the law makes no
mention of religious instruction within one’s
own religious community as being an illegal

activity;
Whereas Iranian intelligence officers
looted classroom equipment, textbooks,

computers, and other personal property from
532 Baha’i homes in an attempt to close
down the Open University;

Whereas all Baha'i community properties
in Iran have been confiscated by the govern-
ment, and Iranian Baha’is are not permitted
to elect their leaders, organize as a commu-
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nity, operate religious schools, or conduct
other religious community activities guar-
anteed by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights;

Whereas on February 22, 1993, the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights pub-
lished a formerly confidential Iranian gov-
ernment document that constitutes a blue-
print for the destruction of the Baha’i com-
munity and reveals that these repressive ac-
tions are the result of a deliberate policy de-
signed and approved by the highest officials
of the Government of Iran; and

Whereas in 1998 the United Nations Special
Representative for Human Rights, Maurice
Copithorne, was denied entry into Iran: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) continues to hold the Government of
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all its nationals, including members of the
Baha’i community, in a manner consistent
with Iran’s obligations under the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other
international agreements guaranteeing the
civil and political rights of its citizens;

(2) condemns the repressive anti-Baha’i
policies and actions of the Government of
Iran, including the denial of legal recogni-
tion to the Baha’i community and the basic
rights to organize, elect its leaders, educate
its youth, and conduct the normal activities
of a law-abiding religious community;

(3) expresses concern that individual Ba-
ha’is continue to suffer from severely repres-
sive and discriminatory government actions,
including executions and death sentences,
solely on account of their religion;

(4) urges the Government of Iran to permit
Baha’i students to attend Iranian univer-
sities and Baha’i faculty to teach at Iranian
universities, to return the property con-
fiscated from the Baha’i Open University, to
free the imprisoned faculty members of the
Open University, and to permit the Open
University to continue to function;

(5) urges the Government of Iran to imple-
ment fully the conclusions and recommenda-
tions on the emancipation of the Iranian
Baha’i community made by the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on Religious Intol-
erance, Professor Abdelfattah Amor, in his
report of March 1996 to the United Nations
Commission of Human Rights;

(6) urges the Government of Iran to extend
to the Baha’i community the rights guaran-
teed by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the international covenants of
human rights, including the freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion, and equal
protection of the law; and

(7) calls upon the President to continue—

(A) to assert the United States Govern-
ment’s concern regarding Iran’s violations of
the rights of its citizens, including members
of the Baha’i community, along with expres-
sions of its concern regarding the Iranian
Government’s support for international ter-
rorism and its efforts to acquire weapons of
mass destruction;

(B) to emphasize that the United States re-
gards the human rights practices of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, particularly its treatment
of the Baha’i community and other religious
minorities, as a significant factor in the de-
velopment of the United States Govern-
ment’s relations with the Government of
Iran;

(C) to emphasize the need for the United
Nations Special Representative for Human
Rights to be granted permission to enter
Iran;

(D) to urge the Government of Iran to
emancipate the Baha’'i community by grant-
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ing those rights guaranteed by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the inter-
national covenants on human rights; and

(E) to encourage other governments to
continue to appeal to the Government of
Iran, and to cooperate with other govern-
ments and international organizations, in-
cluding the United Nations and its agencies,
in efforts to protect the religious rights of
the Baha’is and other minorities through
joint appeals to the Government of Iran and
through other appropriate actions.

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, it
is with a heavy heart that my es-
teemed colleagues and I bring to the
Senate’s attention for the eighth time
in 18 years the plight of Iran’s Baha’is
by submitting today the Baha’i Resolu-
tion of 1999.

Since the 1997 election of President
Mohammad Khatami, the world has
watched Iran with great anticipation of
change. Indeed, under Khatami, Iran
has witnessed some small, incremental
steps toward democratization, trans-
parency, and an attempt to assert the
rule of law. As recent demonstrations
at Tehran University have shown, the
Iranian people are eager for reform, the
kinds of changes that would allow Iran
to become a member in good standing
of the international community.

The Iranian people have suffered
much in the last 20 years. A regime
desperate to maintain control at all
costs has executed hundreds of thou-
sands of Iranians of all religious and
political backgrounds. Iran’s economy
is in shambles, many of its best and
brightest have fled, and the govern-
ment’s pursuit of policies supporting
terrorism and the development of
weapons of mass destruction have
made Iran a pariah state in the inter-
national community. It is good to re-
member, as we focus on the plight of
specific groups in Iran, that all of
Iran’s citizens, Shi’a, Sunni, Zoro-
astrian, Jewish, Christian, and Baha’i,
have been victimized by the Iranian re-
gime.

However, today we focus on the group
that, man for man and woman for
woman, has fared the worst under
Iran’s revolutionary government—the
Baha'’is.

Since the Islamic Revolution and
consequent seizure of power by the
Ayatollah Khomeni, the Baha’is have
endured tremendous hardships that
continue to this day. Large numbers
have been killed and many other have
disappeared and are presumed dead.
Unlike other religious minorities in
Iran such as Christians, Jews and
Zoroastrians, the Baha’is are not rec-
ognized in the Iranian Constitution and
subsequently do not enjoy the rights,
minimal though they may be, normally
granted Iranian citizens.
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The refusal of Iran to protect the
rights of the Baha’i community is iron-
ic. The Baha’is do not advocate insur-
rection, violence, or political partisan-
ship. Their faith requires them peace-
fully to observe the laws of the coun-
try. For the Iranian government to re-
gard the Baha’is as a threat, when all
they desire is to be able to live in ac-
cordance with their religious beliefs is
truly outrageous.

Now, imagine if you will what it
would be like to live in a world where
you and your children are not recog-
nized as citizens simply because of
your religion. Imagine your govern-
ment seizing your only outlet for a
higher education. Imagine fearing ar-
rest simply for adhering to a set of be-
liefs and a way of life that you and
your family hold dear. Unfortunately,
this nightmarish scenario is all too
real for 300,000 members of the Baha'i
religion in Iran who need not expend
any effort imagining such a situation,
because they have the misfortune of
living it.

Even after their signing of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights
and the recent election of President
Khatami, the Iranian government still
shows no sign of easing its subjugation
of Iran’s largest religious minority.
Tehran continues to oppress, persecute,
and undermine the Baha’i’s way of life.
Under such pressure, we fear that an
already tragic past can only lead to a
bleaker future.

Since 1979 the Baha’i community has
been denied the right to assemble offi-
cially, conduct religious ceremonies—
including the proper burial of their
dead—and attend Iranian schools of
higher education. Baha’is are denied
the same job and pension opportunities
as their non-Baha’i neighbors and by
law. They cannot even collect on insur-
ance policies.

The denial of access to schools of
higher education has been a particular
hardship to the Baha’is, who hold as
one of the central tenets of their faith
the supreme importance of education.
In order to educate their youth, the
Baha’is have created a network of uni-
versity level courses, accredited by the
University of Indiana and taught in the
homes of Baha’i professors. Over 900
Baha’is have enrolled in the Open Uni-
versity and many more have benefited
from their programs. In the Fall of
1998, for no other reason than to harass
the Baha’i community, Iranian police
raided over 500 homes associated with
the Open University. Police arrested
hundreds of professors and seized mas-
sive amounts of classroom and labora-
tory equipment, computers, and text-
books. To this day, three professors re-
main in jail. One has been sentenced to
a ten year imprisonment and two have
received seven year terms all for the
‘sin’ of involving themselves in teach-
ing Baha’i studies which, according to
the Iranian authorities constituted
‘“‘crimes against national security.”’
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(In recent years, the Iranian govern-
ment has gradually stepped up its har-
assment of the Baha’is, as exemplified
in the 1998 raids on the Open Univer-
sity. With the raids came the realiza-
tion that Tehran was not afraid to pub-
licly display its maltreatment of the
Baha’is. It was in this same year that
Iran executed Mr. Ruhollah Rowhani.)

Mr. Rowhani was accused by the Ira-
nian government of forcibly converting
a Muslim woman to the Baha’i faith.
Before Mr. Rowhani’s hanging in July
1998, the woman totally refuted the
charges, stating that she had been
raised as a Baha’i, making it impos-
sible and unnecessary for Mr. Rowhani
to impress his religion upon her. Mr.
Rowhani spent the nine months prior
to his execution in solitary confine-
ment, and most telling, no sentence
was ever passed. It is in recognition
and in memory of the recent one-year
anniversary of Mr. Rowhani’s execu-
tion that we submit this resolution.

The Baha’i Resolution expresses our
strong disapproval of the Iranian gov-
ernment’s treatment of the Baha’is and
reminds Iran that the development of a
relationship between our two countries
depends greatly on Tehran’s record of
human rights. Equally important, it is
a statement of America’s values. It
sends a message to perpetrators of per-
secution everywhere that our eyes will
not be averted. And it reassures Iran’s
Baha’is, indeed all of those persecuted
in Iran, that America is with them and
will continue to shine sunlight on the
abuses of Iran’s government while we
plead, and pray for change there.®

SENATE RESOLUTION 190—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER
10, 1999, THROUGH OCTOBER 16,
1999, AS NATIONAL CYSTIC FI-
BROSIS AWARENESS WEEK

Mr. CAMPBELL (for himself, Mr.
GRAMM, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. KERRY, and
Mr. ROBB) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 190

Whereas Cystic Fibrosis is the most com-
mon fatal genetic disease in the United
States, for which there is no known cure;

Whereas Cystic Fibrosis, characterized by
digestive disorders and chronic lung infec-
tions, has been linked to fatal lung disease;

Whereas a total of more than 10,000,000
Americans are unknowing carriers of Cystic
Fibrosis;

Whereas 1 out of every 3,900 babies in the
United States are born with Cystic Fibrosis;

Whereas approximately 30,000 people in the
United States, many of whom are children,
suffer from Cystic Fibrosis;

Whereas the average life-expectancy of an
individual with Cystic Fibrosis is age 31;

Whereas prompt, aggressive treatment of
the symptoms of Cystic Fibrosis can extend
the lives of those who suffer with this dis-
ease;

Whereas recent advances in Cystic Fibrosis
research have produced promising leads in
relation to gene, protein, and drug therapies;
and
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Whereas education can help inform the
public of Cystic Fibrosis symptoms, which
will assist in early diagnoses, and increase
knowledge and understanding of this disease:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of October 10, 1999,
through October 16, 1999, as National Cystic
Fibrosis Awareness Week;

(2) commits to increasing the quality of
life for individuals with Cystic Fibrosis by
promoting public knowledge and under-
standing in a manner that will result in ear-
lier diagnoses, more fund raising efforts for
research, and increased levels of support for
Cystic Fibrosis sufferers and their families;
and

(3) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United
States to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President,
today I submit a resolution recognizing
October 10, 1999, through October 16,
1999, as National Cystic Fibrosis
Awareness Week. I am pleased to be
joined by my colleagues Senators
GRAMM, ASHCROFT, KERRY, and ROBB in
submitting this resolution. We are
hopeful that greater awareness of cys-
tic fibrosis (CF) will lead to a cure.

Incredibly, CF is the number one ge-
netic killer in the United States. Ap-
proximately 30,000 Americans suffer
from the life-threatening disease.
Today, the average life expectancy for
someone with CF is 31 years. We must
do what we can to change that.

While there remains no cure, early
detection and prompt treatment can
significantly improve and extend the
lives of those with CF. For example,
my home state of Colorado is one of
the first and only states that requires
CF screening for newborns, providing a
greater quality of life for CF sufferers.
And since the discovery of the defec-
tive CF gene in 1989, CF research has
greatly accelerated. At Children’s Hos-
pital of Denver, researchers are partici-
pating in the innovative Therapeutics
Development Program, a promising
venture with the CF Foundation. De-
signed to aid the development of new
therapeutics for CF, researchers in the
program are expediting the early
phases of clinical trials that evaluate
safety and dosing regimens for new
drugs. I applaud their efforts.

But while I am encouraged by the CF
research in Colorado and elsewhere,
more needs to be done. Therefore, I
urge my colleagues to act quickly on
this resolution so that we can move
one step closer to eradicating this dis-
ease.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 191—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING EAST
TIMOR AND SUPPORTING THE
MULTINATIONAL FORCE FOR
EAST TIMOR

Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
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