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By Mr. DeWINE (for himself, Mr. 

HUTCHINSON, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. 
NICKLES, Mr. HELMS, and Mr. ENZI):

S. 1673. A bill to amend titles 10 and 18, 
United States Code, to protect unborn vic-
tims of violence; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.

By Mr. BINGAMAN: 
S. 1674. A bill to promote small schools and 

smaller learning communities; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mr. REID):

S. 1675. A bill to provide for school dropout 
prevention, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions.

By Mr. BINGAMAN: 
S. 1676. A bill to improve accountability 

for schools and local educational agencies 
under part A of title I of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. GREGG (for himself and Mr. 
HAGEL):

S. 1677. A bill to establish a child centered 
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions.

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CLELAND (for himself and Mr. 
COVERDELL):

S. Res. 192. A resolution extending birth-
day greetings and best wishes to Jimmy 
Carter in recognition of his 75th birthday; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. DODD: 
S. Res. 193. A resolution to reauthorize the 

Jacob K. Javits Senate Fellowship Program; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mr. BAUCUS):

S. Con. Res. 58. A concurrent resolution 
urging the United States to seek a global 
consensus supporting a moratorium on tar-
iffs and on special, multiple and discrimina-
tory taxation of electronic commerce; to the 
Committee on Finance.

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CLELAND: 
S. 1669. A bill to require country of 

origin labeling of peanuts and peanut 
products and to establish penalties for 
violations of the labeling require-
ments; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

THE PEANUT LABELING ACT OF 1999

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I am 
coming to the floor today to introduce 
the Peanut Labeling Act of 1999. This 
bill will require country of origin label-
ing for all peanut and peanut products 
sold in the United States; specifically 
it will require that consumers be noti-
fied whether the peanuts are grown in 
the United States or in another coun-
try. The main purpose of this bill is to 
provide American consumers with in-
formation about where the peanuts 

they purchase are grown. This bill will 
allow consumers to make informed 
food choices and support American 
farmers. And, with the labeling re-
quirement, should a health concern be 
raised about a specific country’s prod-
ucts, such as the Mexican strawberry 
scare we witnessed a few year’s back, 
consumers would have the information 
they need to make their own choices 
about the products they buy at the 
market.

Family farmers in America are fac-
ing dire circumstances. Farmers’ abil-
ity to grow and sell their products have 
been severely affected by bad weather 
conditions, poor market prices, and 
trade restrictions. This bill allows con-
sumers to help American farmers in 
the best way that they can—with their 
food dollar. Consumers are provided 
with information about the country of 
origin of a wide range of products, in-
cluding clothes, appliances and auto-
mobiles. It only seems appropriate and 
fair that consumers should receive the 
same information about agricultural 
products, specifically peanuts. In fact, 
because consumers purchase agricul-
tural products, including peanuts, 
based on the quality and safety of 
these items for their families, it seems 
even more important to provide them 
with this basic information. 

By providing country of origin labels, 
consumers can determine if peanuts 
are from a country that has had pes-
ticide or other problems which may be 
harmful to their health. This is true 
particularly during a period when food 
imports are increasing, and will con-
tinue to increase in the wake of new 
trade agreements such as the WTO and 
GATT. As I previously mentioned, re-
cent outbreaks linked to strawberries 
in Mexico, and European beef related 
to ‘‘mad cow disease’’ have raised the 
public’s awareness of imported foods 
and their potential health impacts. 
Consumers should not have to wait for 
the same thing to happen with peanuts 
before they have the information they 
need to make wise food choices. With 
the labeling requirement, should such 
an outbreak occur, consumers would 
have the information to not only avoid 
harmful products, but to continue to 
purchase unaffected ones. 

The growth of biotechnology in the 
food arena necessitates more informa-
tion in the marketplace. Research is 
being conducted today on new peanut 
varieties. These research efforts in-
clude seeds that might deter peanut al-
lergies, tolerate more drought, and be 
more resistant to disease. As various 
countries use differing technologies, 
consumers need to be made aware of 
the source of the product they are pur-
chasing. GAO recently pointed out that 
FDA only inspected 1.7 percent of 2.7 
million shipments of fruit, vegetables, 
seafood and processed foods under its 
jurisdiction. Inspections for peanuts 
can be assumed to be in this range or 

less. This lack of inspection does not 
provide consumers of these products 
with a great deal of assurance.

Another purpose of this bill is to pro-
vide consumers with the ability to gain 
benefit from the investments of their 
hard earned taxes paid to the U.S. gov-
ernment. The federal government 
spends a large sum of money on peanut 
research infrastructure that is by far 
the most advanced in the world. This 
research not only increases the produc-
tivity of peanut growers, but provides 
growers with vital information about 
best management practices, including 
pesticide and water usage. It assists 
growers in their efforts to more effec-
tively and efficiently grow a more su-
perior and safer product for American 
consumers. Consumers should be able 
to receive a return on this investment 
by being able to purchase U.S. peanuts. 

Polls have shown that consumers in 
America want to know the origin of 
the products they buy. And, contrary 
to the arguments given by opponents of 
labeling measures that such require-
ments would drive prices up, con-
sumers have indicated that they would 
be willing to pay extra for easy access 
to such information. I believe that this 
is a pro-consumer bill that will have 
wide support. 

I am also very pleased that peanut 
growers in America strongly support 
my proposal. I have endorsement let-
ters for my bill from the Georgia Pea-
nut Commission, the National Peanut 
Growers Group, the Southern Peanut 
Farmers Federation, the Alabama Pea-
nut Producers Association, and the 
Florida Peanut Producers Association. 

In conclusion, as my colleagues 
know, we live in a global economy 
which creates an international market-
place for our food products. I strongly 
believe that by providing country of or-
igin labeling for agricultural products, 
such as peanuts, we not only provide 
consumers with information they need 
to make informed choices about the 
quality of food being served to their 
family but we also allow American 
farmers to showcase the time and ef-
fort they put into producing the safest 
and finest food products in the world. I 
believe this bill represents these prin-
ciples and I ask my colleagues for their 
support.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill and let-
ters of support be printed in the 
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows:

S. 1669
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Peanut La-
beling Act of 1999’’.
SEC. 2. INDICATION OF COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF 

PEANUTS AND PEANUT PRODUCTS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
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