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essence of civilization, are only rhetoric un-
worthy of defense and sacrifice, they will not 
prosper. They will perish. 

The America that President Roosevelt left 
us was prepared for the challenge of the New 
Frontier. Despite the trouble and turbulence 
of the 20th century, there is much of which 
we can be proud. We have a nation based 
upon the consent of the governed. We must 
cause it once again to be respectful of the 
opinions of Mankind. We have amassed 
wealth that has never been equaled. We have 
brought together all of the world’s races and 
creeds and shown that we can live together 
in peace and common purpose. We have spent 
our treasure and spilled our blood to prevent 
tyrants from destroying the possibilities of 
freedom and liberty. 

Neither President Roosevelt nor we who 
share his vision are projecting a Utopia, a 
place liberated of all human trouble, where 
no one shall want for anything. No, the Four 
Freedoms are not a vision of a distant mil-
lennium, but rather the basis of a world at-
tainable in our own time and generation. 

It is the purpose of this day to honor five 
laureates whose lives and achievements give 
us hope that our cherished freedoms will en-
dure as our Republic will endure. 

It is my privilege and honor to bestow the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Four Freedoms 
Medals.

AWARD OF THE FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
FREEDOM MEDAL TO EDWARD MOORE KENNEDY

‘‘We look forward,’’ President Roosevelt 
told Congress and an embattled world on 
January 6, 1941, ‘‘to a world founded upon 
four essential freedoms’’—Freedom of Speech 
and Expression, Freedom of Worship, Free-
dom from Want, Freedom from Fear. 

On this 7th day of May, 1999, the Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt Freedom Medal is awarded 
to Edward Moore Kennedy whose commit-
ment to peace and social justice and whose 
brilliant command of the parliamentary 
process have made him the most influential 
Senator of his era, esteemed by his col-
leagues, and respected and admired through-
out the world. 

Six times the voters of Massachusetts have 
elected you to the Senate of the United 
States. Like the great leaders of this cen-
tury, you have been the target of doubt, deri-
sion, ridicule and hatred, but to your en-
emies’ everlasting disappointment, you have 
endured and prevailed, fortified by an inner 
strength that caused each fateful assault to 
leave you stronger, more determined, and 
more effective. 

You have been much more than the heir to 
a great political dynasty. You have been the 
executor of its legacy, a pioneer forever ad-
vancing the new frontiers of equal oppor-
tunity and American purpose. Born into a 
family of wealth and influence, you created 
an independent career that has profoundly 
enriched the Kennedy saga and given voice 
and power precisely to those who, lacking 
wealth and influence, have been denied the 
opportunity of the American dream. 

In the struggle for civil rights, your elo-
quence has been the trumpet of our leader-
ship. You are the inexhaustible champion of 
racial justice and minority rights, of better 
schools, of the protection of the environ-
ment, of care and concern for the casualties 
of a market society—of those left out of 
America’s historic prosperity. No one has 
done more to provide healthcare for all 
Americans. You have built extraordinary 
coalitions—and when necessary you have 
stood alone—in extending insurance cov-
erage, in controlling costs, in protecting the 

vulnerable, in advancing medical research. 
You have fought for a social security system 
that truly assures security. You have led the 
fight for the minimum wage and the rights 
of labor, for equal opportunity for women, 
for the protection of children and for all 
those caught in the web of poverty. What the 
New Deal established, you advanced. You are 
the defender of past social gains and the de-
signer of new social opportunities. Your ca-
pacity for friendship, your graciousness and 
good humor, your willingness to do the tedi-
ous homework that makes you a master of 
legislative detail has enabled you to over-
come partisan divisions. You have achieved 
extraordinary results without compromising 
principle.

In world affairs, you are a champion of 
peace and international understanding. 
Northern Ireland has the hope of peace today 
in large part because of your outspoken op-
position to violence and terrorism and your 
untiring support of those on the front line 
working for justice and reconciliation. The 
developing nations of the world know you as 
their friend, and the United Nations esteems 
you as an American leader who is deter-
mined to see our country fulfill its respon-
sibilities of leadership. 

Your life has not been absent adversity and 
pain but that has not lessened your deter-
mination to strive, to seek, to find and never 
yield in the quest for a better world. In 1980 
bringing your campaign to an end, you said: 
‘‘. . . But for all those whose cares have been 
our concern, the work goes on, the cause en-
dures, the hope still lives, and the dream 
shall never die.’’ You have been faithful to 
that promise. Those words define our pur-
pose with this award. You have understood 
and enhanced the great message of the Four 
freedoms as Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
meant them. Therefore, in his name, we 
honor—and we thank you.∑
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CLOSING OF FORT MCCLELLAN

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, this is 
an important day for the United States 
and for Alabama in the community of 
Anniston, Calhoun County. 

Fort McClellan closed today. It was a 
casualty of the 1995 BRAC process. 
There was a great institution and a 
great installation. Thousands and hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans served 
in that community. It was given to the 
military in the early 1900s by the peo-
ple of that area in order to found this 
base.

I would like to read part of an article 
by Rose Livingston, writing for the 
Birmingham News, captioned ‘‘Taps for 
Fort McClellan as final door closes.’’

The barracks are boarded up, and barri-
cades block their driveways. Flags have been 
furled and stored as mementos. Soldiers have 
packed up and shipped out. 

Fort McClellan is no more. 
The 82-year-old Army training base in An-

niston finally shut its gates Thursday. It was 
given birth in 1917 by a community that 
chipped in to buy the land and donated it to 
their government. Its demise came at the 
hands of federal bean-counters, who decided 
in 1995 that Fort McClellan was surplus. 

No bugle sounded, no cannon fired for the 
final shutdown. Those symbols were quieted 
after a closing ceremony in August, when 
soldiers were still around to march in it. 
Most are long gone. All that remains now is 

a skeleton crew to manage the base’s transi-
tion from a bustling military post to a prof-
it-generating private enterprise. 

Indeed, we will be looking for reuse 
of that facility. The community has a 
joint power reuse authority: The 
Chamber of Commerce, the city of An-
niston are all working to do what they 
can to create the kind of activity in a 
different way than what existed there. 

I am pleased we had the support of 
this Senate to create the Center for 
Domestic Preparedness at Fort McClel-
lan because Fort McClellan was a 
chemical training school, among other 
things, and we have to be able to be 
prepared in this Nation for the use of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

So this base at least will be a small 
part of some of the chemical testing fa-
cilities, some of the training facilities, 
and training of teachers. They will be 
able to teach firemen and police how to 
respond if they are faced with a chem-
ical or biological weapons attack in 
their towns and cities. 

The people of Anniston, the people of 
Fort McClellan, and the people of Cal-
houn County are patriotic Americans. 
They gave the land that became Ft. 
McClellan, and now they will receive 
the land back. But they will lose a 
great deal of income and support. 

The people of Anniston fought for 
their fort, but took the loss gracefully. 
They believed that chemical weapons 
would remain a major threat and that 
we ought not to close this base. I think 
they made a lot of good arguments. 
But the Commission decided otherwise, 
and with good grace, fortitude, and de-
termination, they accepted it and made 
a determination to move to the future. 
I believe they will be successful in 
that.

I know time is late. We need to move 
on to other matters. But I did not want 
this day to pass before we had an op-
portunity to pause and recognize the 
extraordinary contribution of over 
2,000 men and women soldiers and over 
2,000 civilians who have served at that 
base.
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STATE OF SOCIETY 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from Kansas for the 
remarks he made earlier and his com-
mitment to revitalizing the moral fiber 
of this Nation. 

I think the polls he showed that the 
American people consider the threat of 
decline in values as the greatest threat 
facing our country are correct. If we 
lose our commitment to honesty, 
truth, discipline, hard work, and faith, 
if we lose those values, our Nation 
could be jeopardized. I thank the Sen-
ator from Kansas for raising those 
points because in many ways they 
transcend all the other issues we are 
facing.

I know Senator BROWNBACK, the Pre-
siding Officer tonight, was watching 

VerDate jul 14 2003 15:23 May 26, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00094 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\S30SE9.003 S30SE9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-08T08:35:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




