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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, September 30, 1999 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Darrell Darling, United 

Methodist Church, Santa Cruz, Cali-
fornia, offered the following prayer: 

I offer this prayer in the Spirit of 
God, that spirit which was in our son, 
brother and colleague, Adam. 

Gracious God, Father Creator, Moth-
er Sustainer, as my universe grows in-
finitely larger, may my loyalty to be-
loved friends grow dearer. As the world 
becomes exponentially complex, may 
my passion for the truth fathom its ex-
tremities. As the pursuit of peace 
grows costly and elusive, steel my re-
solve.

Temper my candor with kindness, my 
directness with humor. Guard me from 
the temptation to substitute personal 
devotion for the simple truth and save 
me from sacrificing the life or char-
acter of one friend or foe for abstract 
principle or selfish ambition. Make me 
at home with prime ministers and farm 
workers alike in order that power may 
be less arrogant and the humble may 
know the power of their true worth. 

May I take no notice of another’s de-
liberate smallness, nor make one deci-
sion from fear, nor withhold my re-
sources in stinginess. In defeat liberate 
me in expansive faithfulness, and in 
victory deliver me from devaluing 
large principles by personal meanness. 

Let me spurn public accolades that I 
may be truly honorable. And, in the 
end, may I be swept away in the infi-
nite, fierce tenderness of Your true 
love. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I de-
mand a vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Chair’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn.

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
McDevitt, one of its clerks, announced 
a bill of the following title in which 
concurrence of the House is requested: 

S. 1051. An act to amend the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act to manage the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve more effectively, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-
nize the gentleman from California 
(Mr. FARR), who wishes to introduce 
the guest Chaplain, and then the Chair 
will entertain 15 one minutes on each 
side.

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DARRELL 
DARLING, UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, SANTA CRUZ, CALI-
FORNIA

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I have known the Reverend Darling for 
many years. He is a friend, he is a 
counselor, he is a confidante. His fam-
ily is not new to this Chamber. Rev-
erend Darling and his wife, Karen, are 
the parents of Adam Darling, who we 
all know died in the ill-fated crash 
with Secretary Ron Brown on a moun-
tain in Croatia. 

Reverend Darling is a long-time resi-
dent of Santa Cruz, California. Known 
locally as Darrell Darling, he is a man 
known for his spirit, for pursuit of civil 
rights, peace, and justice. 

In his ministry, Reverend Darling 
has taken seriously the admonition 
and invitation to feed the hungry, shel-
ter the strange, forgive the enemy, and 
visit the prisoner. He is someone who 
lives what he preaches, and the com-
munity is made stronger for it. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to host Rev-
erend Darling. He brings with him 

today a message of peace, a message of 
tolerance, a message of hope. I com-
mend him to my colleagues and hope 
that you will hear his words, read his 
words, and take them to heart. 

f 

EMPLOYER LIABILITY IN HEALTH 
CARE

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress will soon consider the issue of 
employer liability in the concern with 
healthcare. As a small business owner 
myself with 200 employees, the decision 
is simple. If faced with the slimmest 
possibility of being sued for voluntarily 
providing health care to my employees, 
I will stop providing such benefits and 
give them the cash equivalent. 

I will not be alone. Recently a poll of 
small business owners found that 57 
percent of small businesses would drop 
health care coverage for employees if 
employer liability was increased. This 
potentially could lead to the end of em-
ployer-based health care and leave tens 
of millions of people without health 
care coverage. 

H.R. 2926, the CARE Act, would en-
sure patients’ rights without exposing 
employers to lawsuits for voluntarily 
providing health care and benefits to 
their employees. The CARE Act also 
allows small employers to band to-
gether to provide health care benefits 
for their employees by pooling their 
purchasing power in a new association 
health plan. This provision would cre-
ate affordable access to health care for 
millions.

Let small business and employers 
continue to provide health care bene-
fits to the American workforce. Vote 
for 2926. 

f 

A STARK CONTRAST BETWEEN 
RHETORIC AND REALITY 

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, the House has turned the Ed-
mond Morris Ronald Reagan biography 
controversy on its head. Mr. Morris has 
been criticized for claiming to be 
present when he was not. 

The pattern here in the House is the 
opposite. Members are essentially 
claiming not to have been present 
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when they were. Indeed, they are try-
ing to disclaim responsibility for 
things they themselves did. 

Most frequently that has happened 
with the 1997 Budget Act, which cut 
Medicare and imposed unrealistic caps, 
and which a lot of Members are now 
acting as if they stumbled across this 
somewhere in a room and have no idea 
how it got here. 

But now we have a new version of 
this, the Republican pledge that we 
will not spend any of the Social Secu-
rity surplus, which they vigorously ex-
press while they are simultaneously 
bringing out appropriations bills which 
spend the Social Security surplus. That 
reached a new height the other day 
when we passed a resolution which was 
a memorandum from the House to the 
House pledging not to do what we were 
in fact in the process of doing. 

Claiming that we will never spend 
the Social Security surplus this year, 
while we are, according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office in fact doing ex-
actly that, is about the starkest con-
trast between rhetoric and reality in 
recent times. 

f 

AMERICA’S CHOICE ON SOCIAL 
SECURITY

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the 
American public and the American 
people deserve to hear the truth about 
who will better protect Social Security 
and America’s future. Under the Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress, Congress 
raided the Social Security trust fund in 
every year, in every budget, for nearly 
three decades. Why? So they could pay 
for bigger, more wasteful government 
bureaucracy.

Now this Congress, for the first time, 
has a chance to stop this incredulous 
thief of big-government spending, the 
one who steals from the future of So-
cial Security. 

Since the Republicans have taken 
control of Congress, we have slowed the 
runaway government spending of our 
colleagues over here on the left and 
begun balancing the budget for the 
first time in nearly 40 years and will do 
this without dipping into Social Secu-
rity surpluses. 

The American public needs to tell the 
tax-and-spend Democrats and the 
President to quit raiding Social Secu-
rity and work with the Republicans to 
better protect Social Security and 
America’s future. 

Americans have a clear choice, sup-
port a strong Republican principle of 
saving Social Security and securing 
America’s future, or support the Demo-
crat’s expanding, expensive new gov-
ernment and their tax-and-spend bu-
reaucracy.

Mr. Speaker, it is America’s choice. 

f 

BE HONEST WITH THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE REGARDING SOCIAL SE-
CURITY

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, So-
cial Security is in trouble, and I am 
not going to blame either party. There 
is enough blame to go around on every-
body. Congress has tried Gramm–Rud-
man, budget caps, lockboxes, and now 
some in Congress even want to create a 
zodiac ploy of a 13th month. Beam me 
up, Mr. Speaker. 

Let us be honest. As long as Social 
Security money is there, available to 
be spent, it will be spent, by both par-
ties. I say it is time for a constitu-
tional amendment that says Social Se-
curity money can only be used for So-
cial Security and Medicare. Let us be 
honest with the American people. 

I yield back all the good intentions of 
Congress that have not worked and will 
not work about Social Security. 

f 

CBO STATES REPUBLICAN SPEND-
ING PLAN WILL NOT USE PRO-
JECTED SOCIAL SECURITY SUR-
PLUS

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, during Au-
gust the ranking member on the Com-
mittee on the Budget tried to write a 
Republican budget, and he made cer-
tain assumptions that the Republicans 
are not going to do. He sent a letter to 
the Congressional Budget Office asking 
if we would spend the Social Security 
surplus under his Democrat-written 
Republican budget. 

Well, of course the CBO wrote back 
that under that budget, the Social Se-
curity surplus would be spent. They 
cannot even write a Republican budget. 

The budget that we sent to the CBO 
that we are actually going to pass in 
this House and send to the President 
was sent to the CBO yesterday, and 
here is the letter back to the Speaker, 
Mr. Speaker, that says, ‘‘CBO esti-
mates that this spending plan will not 
use any of the projected Social Secu-
rity surplus in fiscal year 2000.’’ 

So, media, listen up. Why do you not 
get it right? At least comment on the 
plan that the Republicans are putting 
before the House and the Senate and 
the CBO numbers that reflect that 
plan.

b 1015

THE EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT 
FOR LOW- AND MODERATE-IN-
COME WORKING AMERICANS 
SHOULD NOT BE DELAYED 

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears that our Republican colleagues, 
the Republican Party leadership, have 
a real dilemma on their hands. After 
forcing through Congress a budget res-
olution that we already knew was sim-
ply unrealistic and that in order to im-
plement it it would require disastrous 
reductions in programs for the needy 
and others, they are desperate to find 
some additional funds to finish the ap-
propriations process so they can limp 
out of town. 

Well, what to do when one needs to 
come up with a quick eight or nine bil-
lion dollars? According to the Repub-
lican leadership, the plan goes like 
this: Their plan is to find the money 
and pass the appropriations bills by de-
laying payment of the earned income 
tax credit to 20 million low- and mod-
erate-income working American fami-
lies. That is right. They want to delay 
payment of the earned income tax 
credit to 20 million low- and moderate- 
income working Americans. That 
means that the only Americans who 
would bear the burden of delaying the 
tax refunds are those whose earnings 
permit them a refund so they can af-
ford to commute to work, for their jobs 
to keep clothes on the children and to 
feed their families. 

Is there anyone who really believes 
that the most intelligent way to raise 
money to cover the shortfalls called for 
in the failed Republican budget is to 
make more money from low- to mod-
erate-income taxpayers? I truly hope 
not.

f 

LIBERAL BIG SPENDERS 
THREATEN SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, let me 
see if I have this right. As a result of 
balancing the Federal budget for the 
first time in a generation, the Repub-
lican Congress has created a record- 
breaking budget surplus. President 
Clinton, who opposed spending re-
straints every step of the way, now 
takes credit for that surplus. At the 
same time, and apparently with a 
straight face, the President calls for 
billions and billions of dollars in new 
spending programs, threatens to veto 
legislation because it does not spend 
enough, and calls for tax increases on 
the American people to pay for yet 
more Washington spending. Joined by 
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